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DRAFT COUNCIL DECISION

amending the Council Decision of 18 December 1997
extending the appointments of the Coordinator,
the Assistant Coordinators and the other members of

the Management Team of the Europol Drugs Unit

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to Article 5 of the Joint Action on setting up the Europol Drugs Unit of 10
March 1995;

Having regard to the Council Decision of 18 December 1997 extending the appointments of
the Coordinator, the Assistant Coordinators and the other members of the Management Team

of the Europol Drugs Unit;

Whereas in accordance with Article 45 (4) of the Europol Convention, Europol will take up its
activities only after the entry into force of, inter alia, the legal act mentioned in Article 37 of

the Convention: the Headquarters Agreement;

Whereas that Agreement is to be concluded between Europol and the Kingdom of the

Netherlands after unanimous approval by the Management Board;

Whereas the person responsible for conclusion of this Agreement on the part of Europol is the

Director, as mentioned in Article 29 (5);

Whereas the Council Decision of 18 December 1997 provides that the coordinators shall
exercise the functions of Director/Deputy-Directors ad interim of Europol only once Europol has

taken up its activities;
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Whereas in accordance with the said Council Decision there would thus be no Europol Director

in place before Europol takes up its activities;

Whereas however the Director has to sign the Headquarters Agreement on behalf of Europol,
which is one of the Agreements which must enter into force before Europol can take up its
activities.

Whereas therefore an amendment of the Council Decision of 18 December 1997 is necessary;

Whereas such an amendment would enable the Coordinator to exercise the functions of the

Director of Europol in so far as necessary to prepare the taking up of activities of Europol;

Whereas the acts of the Coordinator exercising the functions of the Director of Europol need to

be in taken in conformity with the relevant rules in the Europol Convention;

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1

The following Article shall be inserted after Article 4:

"Article 4a

After the entry into force of the Europol Convention, the Coordinator will exercise the functions

of the Director of Europol in so far as necessary to prepare the taking up of activities of Europol.”
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Article 2

Article 5 shall be replaced by the following:

"This Decision shall be valid for a maximum period of six months subject to the provisions of

Articles 1, 4 and 4a."

Article 3

This Decision shall enter into force on 1 October 1998.

Done at Brussels
For the Council

The President
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