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NOTE

from : Presidency

to Terrorism Working Group

Subject :

Europol and counter-terrorism

1. The K.4 Committee meeting on 10 February concluded that:

(a)

(b)

(c)

there was broad agreement in principle to the extension of Europol’s mandate to
include terrorism but there were some differences of view about the precise date and

a number of concerns about the staffing and other resource implications;

the Europol Working Group should consider the resocurce and structural implications
with the Europol Drugs Unit (EDU) and report back to K.4 with concrete proposals. A
copy of the Presidency paper on the subject (doc. 6350/98 EUROPOL 31) has been
produced for the Europo! Working Group.

it might be possible to produce the information on resources and structural
implications in time to allow a decision at the March Justice and Home Affairs (JHA)
Counci! or, if not, it would still be possible to have a political discussion at that level

then.
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2. It would be helpful for the Europol Working Group, EDU and the JHA Council to have the
benefit of the Terrorism Working Group (TWG)’ views on ways of ensuring that Europol

can make an effective contribution to counter-terrorism, including:

(a} the types of expertise Europol would need for this;

{b} the implications for existing international structures for counter-terrorism co-

operation, including the best lines of communication; and

(c) what the priorities should be.

3. The purpose fo this paper is to invite TWG members to consider these issues, so that
they can have a discussion of the main principles at the Group’s 9 March meeting. The
views of TWG members will assist the Presidency to report back to K.4 and the JHA

Council.

5484798 VN EN
DG H Il



