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7. Advocates the implementation of measures 1o identily and combat networks cncouraging illegal
immigration for linancial gain and those allowing the recruitment of illcgal immigrants.

8. Instructs its President to torward this resolution to the Council. the Commission and the parliamenis
ol the Member States,

14. Slovakia

B4-0898. 0913, 0928, 0936 and 0938/98

Resolution on the Slovak Republic

The Euwropean Parlianent.
~ having regard to its previous resolutions on the political and economic situation in Stovakia.

— having rcgard 1o the clections to the National Council ol the Slovak Republic. which touk place on
25 and 26 September 1998,

A. welcoming the high tum-out in the election which. according 1o the joint statement by the observer
missions ol the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. the Council of Europe and the European Parliament.
took place in a correct and orderly manner. although some problems occurred during the run-up (o the
clections.

B. welcoming the result of the vote which gave victory 1o those strugeling for democracy and the rule of
law and the inegration ot Slovakia into the European Union and which has created the opportunity for
a new government 1o start the necessary process of political reform that will make it possible for
Slovakia to Tullil as soon as possible the political criteria for membership of the European Union,

C. hoping that a strong and stable government will now be formed quickly.

D. awarc. however. that a new government can. according to the provisions of the Slovak Constitution.,
only take up its dutics after 29 October 1998 and noting that the necessary lcgal changes for a
fundumental democratisation of the Slovak Republic may not be made in time for the drawing-up of
the Commission’s annual report on developmenls in countries that are candidates for accession to the
European Unijon,

1. Congratulates the Slovak population on the results of the national clections held on 25-26 September
[998. which represent a significant political change:

2. Calls on the incoming government ol the Slovak Republic to give absolute priority to the
establishment in its couniry of 4 political system that {ully respects humar rights and the rights of
minorities. democracy and the rule of law and thus fulfil the necessary conditions {or the continuation of
the process of Slovakia's integration into the structures of the European Union:

3. Calls on the Council and the Commission to give their full support 10 the incoming government of
the Slovak Republic in its efforts to bring about political reform and the necessary legal changes for a
fundamental democratisation of the Slovak Republic:

4. Emphasiscs the signilicance which Slovakia’s accession to the European Union has for the process
ol crealing o united Europe.

5. Calls on the Council and the Commission in pasticular to take account of the new political situation
and 10 show the necessary flexibility in the process of screcning and drawing up its report on the situation
in Slovakia regarding its fullilment of the pohiical criteria for membership of the European Union. thus
allowing for a fundamental re-assessment of the European Union's position towards Slovakia:
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6. Calls on the Commission to postpone the Association Committee meeting. originally planned for
October 1998, untit the new Slovak Government has been formed:

7. [nstructs its President 1o forward this resolution to the Commission. the Council and the Government
and Parliament of the Sfovak Republic.

15. Human Rights
(a) B4-0920, 0934 and 0939/98
Resolution on Taslima Nasreen

The Enropean Parlicment.

— recalling its earlier resolutions on human rizhts in Bangladesh.

— reealling the 10th anniversary ol the Sakharov Prize.

A, whereas in 1994 Mrs Nusreen. one of the European Parliament's Sakharov Prize laurcates. had wo leave
Bangladesh and sought refuge in the EU in order to escape arvest in Bangladesh. having been accused
of blasphemy.

B. whercus on 14 September 1998 Mrs Nasreen returned o Bangladesh in order to visit her mother who
is reported to be terminadly il

C. whercas Mrs Nasreen iy still threatened by fundamentalists in her country mainly (or defendiny the
rights of women in the context of certain Islamic traditions.
I. Declares its support for Taslima Nasreen and reiterates its conviction that freedom of expression iy

one ol the basic human rights:

2. Urges the authorities to do their utmost o guarantee the lile and satety of Taslima Nasreen. to stop ull
legal proceedings against her and 1o allow her to travel [reely:

3. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council. the Commission. the governments of
the Member States and the Governiment ol Bangladesh.

(b) B4-0899, 0914, 0933 and 0944/98
Resolution on the human rights situation in Malaysia

The Ewropean Parliament.
— having regard o its resolution of 20 November 1997 on detentions without trial in Malaysia (1),

— having regard to 115 previous resolutions on cooperation with the countries ot South-East Asia and on
the financial and economic crisis in Asia.

(01 ITLNI21997 202



