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--- 
 

DRAFT ANALYSIS 
--- 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Responses from Belgium, Greece, Spain, Luxembourg, Austria and Portugal had not been received in 

time to be included in this analysis. 
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1. Statistics 

 

Figures provided by Member States for the 1st quarter of 1998 are shown in the Annexes A-F. 

 

The evolution of asylum applications from Iraqi nationals from 1996 to 31 March 1998 is shown in 

Annex G. 

 

4. Treatment of applicants whose applications are refused 

 

No Member State noted any change since their previous responses. 

 

5. Practical difficulties in returning persons to Iraq 

 

No Member State noted any change since their previous responses. 

 

8. Significant trends in the nature of asylum applications from Iraqi citizens 

 

One Member (S) noted that the number of Badinani-speaking Iraqis has fallen recently.  Kurds from the 

zone frequently claim to have worked for various NGOs in the area and to be at risk of punishment for 

that reason.  Kurds now often refer to persecution by the Islamic party.  Some claim they are being 

persecuted by criminal elements who are ravaging the area. 

 

Another Member State (FIN) stated that only a few of the Iraqi asylum seekers stated that they had left 

their country of origin because of problems with the Iraqi authorities as a result of their political, social 

or religious activities.  The main reasons for their departure were the unstable conditions in Northern Iraq 

and Iraq's economic and social problems. 

 

No other Member State noted any change. 

 

9. Significant changes in the appreciation of conditions existing in Iraq 

 

No Member State reported significant changes. 

 

10. Significant alteration in Handling and processing of Iraqi asylum applications 

 

One Member State (FIN) reported that it is at present being decided whether more residence permits 
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should be granted than before for reasons of protection, rather than for pressing humanitarian reasons, to 

Iraqi asylum seekers from the area under the control of the Iraqi government.  Another Member State (I) 

noted that the Commission has recently travelled to Calabria and Puglia to interview asylum seekers on 

the spot in order to speed up the procedure.  No other Member State reported significant change. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM LODGED BY IRAQI NATIONALS IN EU MEMBER STATES, ANNEX A 
AND DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS, 01.01.98 -  31.03.98 
 

 
 

 APPLICATIONS DECISIONS MADE 

 TOTAL TOTAL 
DECISIONS 

GRANTED 
ASYLUM 

GRANTED LEAVE ON 
HUMANITARIAN OR 

OTHER GROUNDS 

REFUSALS 

 BELGIUM      

 DENMARK 345 247 18 223 6 

 GERMANY  2006 2967 1452 3 1512 

 GREECE      

 SPAIN      

 FRANCE 100 58 18  40 

 IRELAND 7 0 0 0 0 

 ITALY ? 223 138  85 

 LUXEMBOURG      

       NETHERLANDS(1) 1745 1691(2) 75 42 798 

 AUSTRIA      

 PORTUGAL      

 FINLAND 21 25(3) 0 10  

 SWEDEN 648  43 535 142 

 UNITED KINGDOM(4) 350 105 55 40 10 

                                                 
     (1) NL:  see figures for April 1998 in the compilation of replies (doc. 8597/98 CIREA 46 RESTREINT).   

     (2) NL: 776 provisional residence permits have been delivered. 

     (3) FIN: 15 asylum applications cancelled. 

     (4) UK: Figures rounded to nearest 5. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM LODGED BY IRANIAN NATIONALS IN EU MEMBER STATES, ANNEX B 
AND DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS, 01.01.98 -31.03.98 
 

 
 

 APPLICATIONS DECISIONS MADE 

 TOTAL TOTAL 
DECISIONS 

GRANTED 
ASYLUM 

GRANTED LEAVE ON 
HUMANITARIAN OR 

OTHER GROUNDS 

REFUSALS 

BELGIUM      

DENMARK 26 70 5 8 57 

GERMANY  643 1245 168 9 905 

GREECE      

SPAIN      

FRANCE 28 37 16  21 

IRELAND 1 0 0 0 0 

ITALY      

LUXEMBOURG      

       NETHERLANDS(5) 464 609 62 121 426 

AUSTRIA      

PORTUGAL      

FINLAND 2 8(6) 0 1 6 

SWEDEN 125 108 6 29 73 

UNITED KINGDOM(7) 150 35 10  25 

 

                                                 
     (5) NL: see figures for April 1998 in the compilation of replies (doc. 8597/98 CIREA 46 RESTREINT) 

     (6) FIN: 1 application cancelled. 

     (7) UK: Figures rounded to nearest 5. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM LODGED BY JORDANIAN NATIONALS IN EU MEMBER STATES, ANNEX C 
AND DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS, 01.01.98 - 31.03.98 
 

 
 

 APPLICATIONS DECISIONS MADE 

 TOTAL TOTAL 
DECISIONS 

GRANTED 
ASYLUM 

GRANTED LEAVE ON 
HUMANITARIAN OR 

OTHER GROUNDS 

REFUSALS 

 BELGIUM      

 DENMARK 2 1 1 0 0 

 GERMANY 9 35 1 1 30 

 GREECE      

 SPAIN      

 FRANCE 1 0 0  0 

 IRELAND      

 ITALY      

 LUXEMBOURG      

 NETHERLANDS(8) 12 46 1 0 45 

 AUSTRIA      

 PORTUGAL      

 FINLAND 1(9) 0 0 0 0 

 SWEDEN 3 3 0 0 3 

 UNITED KINGDOM(10) 5 0 0 0 0 

 

                                                 
     (8) NL: see figures for April 1998 in the compilation of replies (doc. 8597/98 CIREA 46 RESTREINT) 

     (9) FIN: 1 application cancelled. 

     (10) UK: Figures rounded to nearest 5. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM LODGED BY LEBANESE NATIONALS IN EU MEMBER STATES, ANNEX D 
AND DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS, 01.01.98 - 30.03.98 
 

 
 

 APPLICATIONS DECISIONS MADE 

 TOTAL TOTAL 
DECISIONS 

GRANTED 
ASYLUM 

GRANTED LEAVE ON 
HUMANITARIAN OR 

OTHER GROUNDS 

REFUSALS 

 BELGIUM      

 DENMARK 19 17 7 3 7 

 GERMANY 161 355 4 1 323 

 GREECE      

 SPAIN      

 FRANCE 3 10 4  6 

 IRELAND 3 0 0 0 0 

 ITALY      

 LUXEMBOURG      

 NETHERLANDS(11) 28 61 1 0 60 

 AUSTRIA      

 PORTUGAL      

 FINLAND 0 0 0 0 0 

 SWEDEN 21 33 0 15 18 

 UNITED KINGDOM(12) 35 15 0  10 

 

                                                 
     (11) NL: see figures for April 1998 in the compilation of replies (doc. 8547/98 CIREA 46 RESTREINT). 

     (12) UK: Figures rounded to nearest 5. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM LODGED BY SYRIAN NATIONALS IN EU MEMBER STATES, ANNEX E 
AND DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS, 01.01.98 - 31.03.98 
 

 
 

 APPLICATIONS DECISIONS MADE  

 TOTAL TOTAL 
DECISIONS 

GRANTED 
ASYLUM 

GRANTED LEAVE ON 
HUMANITARIAN OR 

OTHER GROUNDS 

REFUSALS 

 BELGIUM      

 DENMARK 4 18 3 1 14 

 GERMANY 514 762 137 0 605 

 GREECE      

 SPAIN      

 FRANCE 5 7 0  7 

 IRELAND 0 0 0 0 0 

 ITALY      

 LUXEMBOURG      

 NETHERLANDS(13) 154 192 23 16 153 

 AUSTRIA      

 PORTUGAL      

 FINLAND 0 0 0 0 0 

 SWEDEN 55 39 0 13 26 

 UNITED KINGDOM(14) 15     

 

                                                 
     (13) NL: see figures for April 1998 in the compilation of replies (doc. 8597/98 CIREA 46 RESTREINT). 

     (14) UK: Figures rounded to nearest 5. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ASYLUM LODGED BY TURKISH NATIONALS IN EU MEMBER STATES, ANNEX F 
AND DECISIONS ON APPLICATIONS, 01.01.98 - 30.03.98 
 

 
 

 APPLICATIONS DECISIONS MADE 

 TOTAL TOTAL 
DECISIONS 

GRANTED 
ASYLUM 

GRANTED LEAVE ON 
HUMANITARIAN OR 

OTHER GROUNDS 

REFUSALS 

 BELGIUM      

 DENMARK 19 24 1 2 21 

 GERMANY 3276 6871 953 14 5751 

 GREECE      

 SPAIN      

 FRANCE 97 135 20  115 

 IRELAND 0 0 0 0 0 

 ITALY ? 147 96  51 

 LUXEMBOURG      

 NETHERLANDS(15) 274 459 13 22 424 

 AUSTRIA      

 PORTUGAL      

 FINLAND 20 5(16) 0 2 1 

 SWEDEN 72 38 1 14 23 

 UNITED KINGDOM(17) 300 220 5 5 210 

                                                 
     (15) NL: see figures for April 1998 in the compilation of replies (doc. 8547/98 CIREA 46 RESTREINT). 

     (16) FIN: 2 applications cancelled. 

     (17) UK: Figures rounded to nearest 5. 
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ANNEX G 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 EVOLUTION OF ASYLUM APPLICATIONS 
LODGED BY IRAQI NATIONALS 

from 1996 to 31 March 1998  
______ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Belgium 
 
Denmark 
 
Germany 
 
Greece 
 
Spain 
 
France 
 
Ireland 
 
Italy 
 
Luxembourg 
 
Netherlands 
 
Austria 
 
Portugal 
 
Finland 
 
Sweden 
 
United Kingdom 
 

TOTAL 

1996 
 
 

344 
 

694 
 

10842 
 

1037 
 

158 
 

276 
 

47 
 

152 
 

8 
 

4109 
 

1585 
 

0 
 

72 
 

1264 
 

965  
 

21553 

1997 
 
 

232 (-32%) 
 

831 (+19%) 
 

14088 (+30%) 
 

3808 (+267%) 
 

44 (-72%) 
 

213 (-22%) 
 

48 (+2%) 
 

336 (+121%) 
 

3 (-62%) 
 

9641 (+135%) 
 

1478 (-7%) 
 

2 
 

102 (+42%) 
 

3057 (+142%) 
 

1075 (+11%)  
 

34958 

1998 
(1st quarter) 

 
62 (Jan-Feb) 

 
345 

 
2006 

 
539 (Jan-Feb) 

 
26 (Jan-Feb) 

 
100 

 
7 

 
(?) 

 
* 

 
1745 

 
416 (Jan-Feb) 

 
0 (Jan-Feb) 

 
21 

 
648 

 
350  

 
6488 

 
 
 
 
  
 
* figures not provided 


