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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS
of: Horizontal Drugs group

of: 18 December 1998

L. Adoption of agenda

The group adopted the agenda as set out in telex n° 5733 of 10 December 1998, it being agreed that
— under point 3 will be examined the situation of the PMO office in Bridgetown;

— two points will be treated under "Any other business" upon request of EMCDDA.

II. Follow-up to the Vienna European Council — Presidency report

The group welcomed the conclusions of the meeting of the European Council on drugs that were
presented by the Austrian presidency, it being understood that it will be for the incoming German

presidency to organise work on various initiatives.
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III. A. Draft action plan for Latin America (doc. 13269/1/98 CORDROGUE 75 CODRO 7
REV 1 + Addendum)

The Presidency presented
— aforementioned draft action plan (doc. 13269/1/98 CORDROGUE 75 CODRO 7 REV 1),
— an addendum to this action plan comprising information on assistance to Latin America,

— aroom document on procedural follow-up to the draft action plan.

This group agreed on the approach of the presidency as set out in the room document.
Delegations were invited to forward possible comments to Presidency/Council Secretariat
before 15 January, enabling the presentation for final agreement of a revised version of the
action plan to the meeting of the Horizontal Drugs group on 22 January 1999. The
representative of the Commission declared that the position of his institution to the Plan will

be decided on Cabinet level.
B. PMO office

The UK delegation made a statement on its concerns as regards the running of the Program
Management office (PMO) in Bridgetown.

It was pointed out that if UK delegation had not made available funds originally foreseen for
other purposes (training and equipment) the office would have closed its doors at the
beginning of December 1998. The Office had opened in January 1998 as a follow-up to the
initiative launched by the French, UK and Netherlands delegations at the meeting of the
European Council in December 1995 in Madrid. UK, Netherlands, Spain, France and the
Commission take part each for 20 % in the running costs of the Office. The UK has given its
yearly contribution (75.000 ECU). The Netherlands is making monthly funds available.

By late November France, Spain and Commission had not provided needed funds. Closure of
the office would give a negative impression on Caribbean states.

The French delegation regretted that mainly due to administrative reasons the contribution of

his delegation had not yet arrived.
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The representative of the Commission promised that financial contribution of the Commission
will arrive in January 1999. He regretted the absence of financial coordination. The Spanish
delegation promised to send its contribution in the coming weeks. This delegation as well as
the representative of the Commission and French delegation emphasized that action could
only be taken after recognition of the legal states of the Office on 30 September 1998. The

Presidency expressed the hope that problems will be solved at short notice.

ITI. _Presidency mission to Peru and Bolivia: presidency report (doc. 14148/98
CORDROGUE 83 (Peru) and 14149/98 CORDROGUE 84 (Bolivia))

The Presidency reported on its recent missions to Peru and Bolivia.

The representative of the Commission stressed that from '96-'98 his institution has given 70/80
MECU to Bolivia, Peru and Columbia for alternative development purposes. In this way the
commitment of shared responsibility made in Cuchabamba in 1996 is being implemented. The
recent renewal of SPG is another proof of the engagements of the European Union in Latin
America.

Commission funds are given on the basis of a certain methodology. A methodological follow-up
meeting has been decided for Peru.

The representative of the Commission opposed the suggestion of the Austrian presidency to take
charge of salaries of Bolivian officials. Advancement of funds could be a solution. This option had
been suggested to Bolivian ministers. Bolivian problems are of a budgetary nature.

The Italian delegation recommended that the Bolivian government has to be involved on the highest
level.

The group agreed to invite the Commission to contact at highest level Bolivian authorities in order

to remind them on their obligations.

IV. Follow-up to Cartagena meeting

The Austrian presidency gave an oral report of the successful high-level meeting of European
Council/Andean drug experts on 25/26 November 1998 in Cartagena (Colombia).
The representative of Europol announced that a draft structure of the Controlled Deliveries manual

will be presented to the meeting of Heads of National Units on 12 January 1999 in the Hague.
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V. Preparation of the meeting of the Dublin group.

The Irish presidency of the Dublin group informed the group on outstanding items to be discussed
at the meeting of the Dublin group on 17/18 December 1998 such as participation of Europol and
US document on relation Dublin group / major donors group. The Presidency recalled that the
document of the US delegation has received a mixed welcome at the recent meeting of major
donors in Vienna. The group invited the Presidency to present a very cautious position on this note

to the meeting of the Dublin group on 17/18 December 1998.

VII. Action plan Central Asia (doc. 13268/1/98 CORDROGUE 74 CODRO 7 REV 1)

The Presidency spelled out that aforementioned document had been drawn up on the basis of
comments of notably the French delegation on the previous version.

The representative of the Commission said that UNDCP and his Institution are discussing the
conclusion of a Memorandum of Understanding defining a framework for action in Central Asia.
As regards the draft action plan the services of the Commission will submit a general strategy for
Central Asia to the Council.

The French and UK delegations regretted the delay in implementation of the initiative launched in
December 1996 by the European Council in Dublin.

The group endorsed the recommendations that are in point 6 of the Action Plan.

VIII. Draft action plan: SADC-Commission report.

The Group took note with interest of the oral and written presentation by the representative of the
Commission of the draft action plan on SADC. The French delegation recalled that the protocol of

Mb'ato has not yet been ratified by all states concerned.
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IX. Identification of possible enhancement of co-operation in the demand reduction area —
Presidency paper (12996/1/98 CORDROGUE 71 REV 1

The group agreed to the document that was established pursuant to prior discussion the same day.

X. Joint action on new synthetic drugs (4 MTA, MBDB) - EMCDDA/Commission report

The conclusions of the group as regards MBDB on this particular point are in document 5107/99
CORDROGUE 4.

4 MTA
The group welcomed that pursuant to article 3 of the Joint Action Europol and EMCDDA collect
data in view of the submission of a report to the meeting of the Horizontal Drugs Group of 22

January 1999.

XI. Incoming presidency programme (14062/98 CORDROGUE 82) — Briefing by the

German delegation.

The incoming German presidency presented its program that is in doc. 14062/98 CORDROGUE
82.

The French delegation drew upon attention to have access to documents distributed through the
COREU system. The Netherlands delegation felt that examination of external relations issues
should not be at the expense of examination of other issues. The Presidency invited delegations to

send possible comments to the incoming German presidency.
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XII. Any other business

On request of the representative of EMCDDA

- an advance copy of the annual report was distributed. The official presentation will take place
on 18 December 1998 in Vienna. A succinct version of the report will be available on 17
December 1998

- the attention of the group was drawn upon document 14185/98 CORDROGUE 89
(mechanism for exchange of information on EU drugs laws) by the representative of
EMCDDA. Erroneously the autorship of this document has been attributed to Presidency
instead of EMCDDA. The management board of EMCDDA will treat proposals in this note.
He pointed out that UNDCP does not have a database in this field.
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