EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 15 March 1999
THE COUNCIL

6525/99

LIMITE

CORDROGUE 13

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS
of : meeting of Horizontal Working Party on Drugs

dated 22 February 1999

1.  Adoption of the agenda

The group adopted the agenda as set out in telex 785 of 18 February 1999 it being understood

that following points will be considered under point 8 "Any other business" :

- European Union Training Course of Trainers on the combating of illicit synthetic drugs
laboratories"

- Note by Presidency on harmonisation of the practice of the prosecuting and control

authorities in the fight of drug crime (request of German Presidency).
2.  Latin America/Caribbean
- State of play as regards comprehensive action plan for EU/Latin American

Counter Drugs Assistance including interregional cooperation with the Caribbean

(doc. 13269/3/98 CORDROGUE 75 CODRO 7 REV 3)
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- Preparation of meeting in Panama on 8/9 April 1999
The Presidency informed the group on the meeting of 17 February 1999 between
delegations from Latin America/Caribbean and the European Union. The meeting of the
Cooperation/Coordination mechanism will take place on 8/9 April 1999 in Panama.
The group agreed to invite delegations from CICAD and UNDCP as observers to this
meeting. As regards involvement of delegations of United States and Canada in the
initiative the prevailing opinion was that such a step is premature. The group agreed to
submit to Latin America/Caribbean partners the following suggestion for the agenda :
- Action plan on Latin America
- Action in the Caribbean
- Development of coordination/cooperation mechanism in the light of the action

plan.

Delegations were invited to forward names of participants to the meeting as soon as

possible to the Council Secretariat.

3.  European Union initiative for Central Asia
(doc. 5445/99 CORDROGUE 9, 13268/1/98 CORDROGUE 74 CODRO 6)

The Presidency informed the group on conclusions of the working party on Central Asia that
met on 23 February 1999. The group welcomed the presentation by Commission services of a
room document on activities related to the fight against drugs for Central Asia. The
Commission will finalise the development and implementation of the projects that have been
identified following the Pahr and subsequent missions, with one exception, which was found
to be impracticable (support to the creation of a regional centre for sniffer dogs). It is
currently redrafting the documents received by the experts in a form that can be used for
project implementation. When they have been finalised in March 1999, consultation and
agreement of the partner countries must take place. In parallel the Commission will continue
discussions with UNDCP to finalise co-financed activities. A specialist to be based in
Kazakhstan, working with the Customs specialist already in place, will be tasked to monitor
implementation of various projects. Funds (5.800.000 ECU) earmarked for Central Asia in
budgets 1997-1998 will have been fully used .
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The Group regretted the absence of budget estimates for five projects. Several delegations
having expressed their serious concerns on the politically unacceptable delay in
implementation of the Central Asian initiative the Presidency said it would consider steps to
accelerate work on Central Asia. In this context special attention will be given to the drafting
of an Action plan along existing models (e.g. Caribbean, Latin America) and based on a draft
presented by the UK delegation in February 1998 and guidelines in documents 5445/99
CORDROGUE 9 and 13268/1/98 CORDROGUE 74 CODRO 6.

Report on the Caribbean Drugs initiative

The Presidency informed the group on results of the meeting of the working party on

Caribbean of 23 February 1999. At that occasion the services of the Commission had

presented, as room document, an update on the EU/Caribbean Drugs Initiative (1997-2001).

The group welcomed the positive development of the Caribbean initiative. This initiative can

be considered in many ways as an example especially as regards its management by DG VIII.

The group confirmed the following orientations of the working party

- to thank formally the Program Management Office for its action plan and budget

- to instruct the High Commissioner to sign the statutes of the PMO

- to invite the Presidency to ask the Secretariat of the Steering Committee to forward as
soon as possible the final version of the statutes

- to ask PMO to make the estimation of needed equipment in coordination centres.

Preparation of 42nd session of Commission on Narcotic Drugs (16/25 March 1999)

a) Follow up UNGASS 1998 : Declarations of EU Presidency (inter alia on
Alternative Development)
The Presidency reminded delegations to communicate as soon as possible by COREU
possible comments on the declaration on alternative development that has been
distributed by the Presidency. The text of a general declaration by the Presidency
notably on the INCB report will be distributed on short notice.
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b) [Possibly] Resolutions from European Union Member States
The Presidency invited Member States to send as soon as possible texts of draft
resolutions to Presidency/Council Secretariat. The UK delegation announced it will

present a resolution in the field of customs cooperation.

¢)  Other business (e.g. WHO-Recommendations for control of new substances)

1.  Control of new substances
The Presidency pointed out that WHO-recommendations plead in favour of
control of ephedrine, a substance that is already on the list in annex [V of the 1971
Convention.
The Spanish delegation stated that it had presented a proposal on adaptation of the
list.

2.  Coordination of positions
The group stressed the need for coordination of positions in regard to
aforementioned WHO-recommendations as well as other points of the agenda
notably 5 (strengthening the United Nations machinery for drug control) and 3a
(Action plan on International co-operation on the eradication of illicit drug crops
and on alternative developments).
The group agreed to revert in depth to preparation of the 42nd session at its

meeting of 10 March 1999.
6.  Joint Action on Synthetic Drugs
a) Request for risk assessment of 4-MTA (Information by Presidency)

The Presidency announced that it had sent a letter to the EMCDDA asking for a risk

assessment of 4-MTA based on article 4 of the Joint Action.
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b) MBDB : Procedure provided for in article S (doc. 5107/1/99 CORDROGUE 4

REV 1, 5781/99 CORDROGUE 11)

The Netherlands and Luxembourg delegations having mentioned their reservation on

the basis of MBDB the group agreed on the suggestion of the Presidency, taking

account of the opinion of the Scientific Committee and of the Commission, to put on the

agenda of the group for its meeting of 10 March 1999 the following three options :

- Interdiction of MBDB in all Member States of the European Union

- Monitoring by Member States, centralised by EMCDDA and Europol, of
MBDBD until 30 September 1999. On the basis of results of monitoring or in case
new evidence has emerged, a final decision on the Austrian/French initiative will
be taken.

- Presentation of report of the Commission to Council and confirmation by the

latter that no consensus exists on Union wide interdiction.

7.  Discussion of respective reports of EMCDDA and Europol on drug situation in 1998

The group expressed its satisfaction on aforementioned reports and took note with interest of
current efforts by EMCDDA and Europol to improve the quality of the report covering the

present year.

8.  Any other business

a)  European Union Training Course of Trainers on the combating of illicit synthetic
drugs laboratories (request by Europol)
The representative of Europol distributed information on aforementioned European
Union Training Course to be organised from 31 May until 11 June 1999. The course is a
follow-up to the manual on the production of synthetic drugs agreed mid 1998 and
should lead to harmonised training . Central /East European states under the aegis of the

PHARE programme will be involved in the exercise.
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b) Note by Presidency on harmonisation of the practice of the prosecuting and
control authorities in the fight of drug crime (request by German Presidency).
The group asked delegations and EMCDDA to forward as soon as possible comments
on the questions formulated in the note of the Presidency in view of the elaboration of a
final version of the questionnaire.
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