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SUBJECT MATTER 

Background 

Finland submitted CRIMORG 39 to the Multi-d isciplinary Group on Organised 
Crime for consideration at their meeting on 21 -23 April. This is part of Finland's 
preparations for its assumption of the EU Pres idency on 1 July . 

Content 

2. The document seeks to review and, if necessary, redefine the EU strategy for 
the prevention and control of organised crime . The paper is divided into three 
sections dealing, respectively, with the finalisation of the Action Plan to combat 
organised crime adopted by the Amsterdam European Council on 16-17 June 
1997; an evaluation of its implementation; and consideration of a follow -up. The 
period of implementation for the Action Plan adopted in 1997 end on 31 
December 1999. CRIMORG 39 sets out an assessment of what progress has 
been made so far in implementing the Action Plan. It commends its success in 
the implementation of a coherent EU stra't'egy in the prevention and control of 
organised crime but notes that the threat of such crime is no less evident today 
than it was two years ago, when the Action Plan was formulated. For that 
reason, the Finns recommend follow-up action, embodying the EU strategy, and 
providing a framework for the work of the Council, the Commission, Europol and 
Member States. 

SCRUTINY HISTORY 

3. CRIMORG 39 was deposited for scrutiny on 20 April. 

MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

4. The Home Secretary has responsibility for policy on policing and the fight 
against crime in England and Wales and, in consultation with the Secretaries of 
State for Scotland and Northern Ireland, takes the lead in police co-operation 
with other Member States within the framework of Title VI. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer has responsibility for customs co-operation . 

LEGAL AND PROCEDURAL ISSUES 

(i) Legal basis 



• 
• 

• 
5. The legal basis for co-operation In the fields of justice and home affairs IS 

Article K 1 of the TEU . 

(ii) European Parliament Procedure 

6. The document will be forwa rd ed to the Europe3n Parliament for information. 

(iii) Voting procedure 

7. Unanimity. 

(iv) Impact on UK law 

8 . None 

SUBSIDIARITY 

9. The proposal reflects the principle of subsidiarity, as it contains no proposals 
that are inappropriate for action at EU level. 

CONSULTATION WITH OUTSIDE INTERESTS 

10. All of the relevant enforcement agencies have been fully consul ted with 
respect to the proposal. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

11. We do not consider that this document contains any major policy 
implications. We support its proposals. In particul ar, we consider that a revised 
and prioritised Action Plan against organised crime is needed in order to guide 
the work of EU Member States . We and other Member States will be providing 
suggestions to the Finn ish Government on issues which might form part of the 
Action Plan. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

12. The proposals have no direct financial implications . 

TIMETABLE 

13. The document proposes that the MDG should have the responsibility for 
preparing , for the attention of the article 36 Committee, the proposed 
continuation and strengthening of EU 'Nork on organised crime. The work should 
be carried out in the spring and summer of 1999, with a view to having a draft 
plan for the follow-up action by mid-September. 
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