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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS 
of : Horizontal Working Party on Drugs 
on 16 April 1999 

1. Adoption of the agenda 

Brussels, 29 April 1999 
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The group adopted the agenda set out in telex 1584 of 9 April 1999 it being understood that 

will be discussed under any other business the matters that are listed under point 8 of this 

note. 

Various delegations recommended that work of the Horizontal Drugs Group should have a 

more monitoring and guiding character. The agenda of the group has focused recently too 

much on external relations issues. In the future, priority should be given notably to the 

elaboration of a post 1999 strategy. 

2. 42nd Session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs of United Nations 

Report by the Presidency 

a) The Presidency felt that the delegations of the European Union had wel1 cooperated during 

the 42nd session of the CND from 16 to 25 March 1999 in Vienna. Coordination meetings 

were held every morning and points of view of the European Union are reflected in texts 

that were adopted. On behalf of the European Union the Presidency has presented three 

declarations covering respectively: 
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follow-up to UNGASS (with emphasis on alternative development). Adhesion 

candidates have subscribed to this declaration. 

Improvement of United Nations machinery for drugs control. 

Policy resolutions. 

b) Major attention was given to improvement of reporting system. In the coming year two 

meetings of two days will be held to improve and streamline reporting obligations. 

c) As regards improvement of the United Nations machinery for drugs control the proposal 

providing for a three years budget was not adopted. The Executive Director ofUNDCP 

was invited to explore with World Bank and other fmancial institutions the creation of a 

facility for granting drugs related credits. Suggestions providing for a systematic 

involvement of ministers and the creation of a bureau assuring continuity between sessions 

were not accepted. 

d) The proposals of the WHO to provide for controls on ephedrine in the amended annexes of 

the 1971 Convention were referred back to the WHO in line with orientations of the 

Horizontal Drugs group agreed at its meeting of22 February 1999. The proposal of the 

Spanish delegation to insert a general clause in the Conventions regarding a clause on 

control of designer drugs was not accepted. 

e) On 19 March 1999 a meeting between the Troika and INCB took place in which following 

items were addressed: 
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- cannabis in the European Union 

- control of psychotropic substances in Member States of the European Union 

- precursor control in the European Union. 

The concerns of INCB are reflected in a note that was distributed during the meeting as a 

room document. The Austrian delegation and the representative of the Commission 

regretted that the meeting with INCB had not been prepared in the framework of the 

Horizontal Drugs group as was the case in 1998. 
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In an allover assessment of the session the UK delegation welcomed smooth discussion on 

precursor control texts. Information collection has to be rationalised. The agreement on the 

demand reduction plan is a positive development. An expert group should assist work of 

UNDCP in this field. 

The representative of the Commission drew attention upon the meeting of Dublin group 

members that focussed on restructuration of this mechanism. 

The Netherlands delegation recommended that the UN Action plan on demand reduction 

should be integrated in efforts of the European Union to draw up a post 1999 strategy. At a 

future session of the group this item could be discussed. 

The Presidency agreed with this suggestion of the Netherlands delegation but 

recommended that the Health group should be involved in work on demand reduction. 

3. High level meeting of Coordination/Cooperation Mechanism on Drugs between 

European Union-Latin America/Caribbean on 8/9 April 1999 in Panama 

Assessment and follow-up 

a) The group welcomed the positive outcome of the aforementioned meeting in Panama City and 

agreed that this major political agreement shouldn't be changed. Delegations were invited to 

forward possible technical comments to the Council Secretariat before the end of April 1999. 

Subsequently the text will be forwarded for approval to COREPERICouncil. 

b) Preparation of EU-Latin America Rio Summit 28/29 June 1999. 

The group agreed to sent to competent preparatory bodies the following text for insertion in 

the draft political declaration: 

"To tackle the world drug problem through a common and shared responsibility and based 

on a global comprehensive and balanced approach in full conformity with the purposes and 

principles of the Charter of the United Nations and international law. 

We endorse the comprehensive action plan on drugs between the European Union, Latin 

America and the Caribbean that was agreed on 8/9 April 1999 in Panama-City, that is based 

on these principles. The plan will give a new dimension to cooperation on drugs. The 

coordination!cooperation mechanism should be used to develop this cooperation. " 
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4. European Union initiative for Central Asia (5445/99 CORDROGUE 9, 13268/1/98 

CORDROGUE 74 CODRO 6) 

State of play 

The representative of the Commission gave an overview of current projects in Central Asia 

pursuant to the EU/CAS initiative. Moreover a draft outline of a European Union working 

paper was presented by the Commission as a room document. 

The German Presidency presented document5445/1/99 CORDROGUE 9 REV 1 on the EU­

Central Asia Drugs Initiative. 

Various delegations having repeated their criticism on lack/delay of appropriate action by the 

Commission Services, it was widely felt, notably by Austrian, UK. and French delegations that 

the following comprehensive approach is needed: 

Elaboration of action plan on the basis of existing elements such as 1998 paper by UK. 

delegation, 5445/1/99 CORDROGUE 9 REV 1 and 13268/98 CORDROGUE 74 

CODRO 6. 

Close cooperation with UNDCP in elaboration and implementation of plan. 

Involvement of Central Asian partners in elaboration and implementation of plan 

drawing upon experiences of Latin American action plan. 

Organisation of conference as flagship event. 

Appointment of assistance coordinator in the region. 

The group agreed on this approach and welcomed the intention 
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of the Presidency to present a draft action plan by the end of May 1999. 

of the Commission services to launch procedures for appointment of a coordinator and 

the starting up of projects in June 1999. 
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5. Joint Action Plan on Synthetic Drugs 

a) MBDB procedure provided for in Article 5 (5107/1/99 CORDROGUE 4 REV 1,5781/99 

CORDROGUE 11, 6525/99 CORDROGUE 13) 

After a lengthy discussion in which the French and Irish delegations declared that they would 

have preferred to suggest to COREPERICouncil to ban MBDB in all Member States. The 

group agreed to postpone a decision until 1 November 1999. 

In the meantime the monitoring of MBDB and especially its therapeutic and economic aspects 

will be continued. 

The Netherlands delegation was invited to present at the next meeting of the group on 

6 May 1999 its monitoring model. 

b) State of play: 4 MTA 

The representative of the EMCDDA announced that in the coming days in Lisbon effects of 4 

MT A will be studied . A seminar will be held on 19 May during which this theme will be 

debated. A report will be presented before the end of June 1999. 

6. Harmonisation of the practice of the prosecuting and control authorities in the fight of 

drug crime, especially through the adjustment of the features and methods of the 

collection of data in order to improve EU-wide comparability of police structures in the 

drugs sector (6771/99 CORDROGUE 16) 

The group agreed to sent this matter to the new Drugs group. 

7. Compendium on standard of fight against drugs on the external borders of the 

European Union (7207/99 CORDROGUE 20) 

The group agreed to forward this document to the new Drugs group. 

8. Any other business 
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Signature of protocol with Peru (request by Portuguese delegation) 

The Portuguese delegation informed the group on the recently signed assistance 

(200.000$) protocol with Peru. 
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Seminar on drugs prevention on 11113 July 1999 in Finland (6532/99 

CORDROGUE 14) 

The Finnish incoming Presidency drew attention upon aforementioned seminar. 

Delegations were invited to forward comments on suggestions that are in document 

6532/99 CORDROGUE 14) as soon as possible. 

Communication on drugs (request of the Commission) 

The Representative of the Commission informed the group on state of preparatory work 

for the communication on drugs to be presented by his Institution. Internal procedures 

should be completed in the course of May 1999. In view of the urgency of a discussion 

on this document the Presidency, backed by German and French delegations, announced 

that at high level it will contact the Commission. 

PRARE project on drugs information systems in Central Europe, Balkan region 

and Baltic region 

The representative of the Commission presented as room document (three sections) 

ample information on aforementioned item. 

Delegations were invited to comment on the room document. 

ILEA (International Law Enforcement Academy) (request by the German 

delegation) 

The group expressed the view that possible European Union participation in ILEA 

should be addressed by the K.4 Committee or its successor. 

General guidelines for interventions to be financed in 1999 under budgetline B7-

6210 « North-South Cooperation in the fight against Drugs and Drugs Addiction» 

(request by the Netherlands delegation) 

The Netherlands delegation drew attention upon forthcoming discussion on 

interventions for drugs purposes in ALA, MED and FED Committees. 

The Austrian delegations stressed that next year a first discussion should take place in 

the Horizontal Drugs group before geographical committees discuss possible priorities 

and interventions. 
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