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A representative of Europol also attended the meeting.

1. Adoption of the agenda
The agenda set out in Telex No 1485 of 29 March 1999 was adopted, with the addition of
the items mentioned under ‘Other business’ below.

Z. Exchange of information concerning up-to-date intelligence on illegal immigration and
organised immigration crime (migration picture in EU Member States)

7079/99 CIREFI 16

Delegations exchanged detailed information on the migration situation following the
Kosovo crisis (see 8197/99 CIREFI 22).
The United Kingdom delegation referred to the positive outcome of recent visits to China
and Ethiopia to discuss return questions. As a result of these contacts, the United Kingdom
had been able to carry out a greater number of repatriations to China; furthermore, it had
reached a memorandum of understanding with Ethiopia. A similar visit was planned to
Sri Lanka.
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The Greek delegation raised a technical question that it had experienced with the statistical

system. The Commission representative took note of the question.

Document adviser bureau in Istanbul
5529/99 CIREFI 3
6842/99 CIREFI 13
7041/99 CIREFI 14

The Presidency referred to the outcome of the discussion held by the K.4 Committee on this
initiative (see 7293/99 CK4 17). It regretted that, despite the strong interest shown by a
large number of delegations, only the Netherlands and Germany were actually prepared to
implement the scheme. It appealed to all other interested delegations to join in at some
stage. It finally undertook to keep all delegations informed of the outcome of its

implementation.

Following queries from delegations, the Presidency provided the following clarifications:

e although only two Member States were participating at this stage, this was a European
Union initiative; hence the importance of greater Member State participation, in order to
make the EU more visible;

e the initiative would be formally announced to the Turkish authorities, and the status of
the documents advisers would be discussed with them;

e funding under the EC budget would not be possible under the circumstances, and
expenditure would have to be borne under the budget of the participating Member

States.

4. Transatlantic dialogue preparations

The Presidency advised delegations that the next meeting with the United States and Canada
had been postponed to 10 June 1999

At the initiative of the Austrian delegation, it was agreed that the agenda could usefully

contain an item on the illegal immigration of Chinese nationals.
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The United Kingdom delegation further suggested that the agenda could also include an item

concerning any developments that had occurred in the return area since the last meeting.

The Presidency welcomed this suggestion and invited delegations to reflect further on any

specific items to be discussed, based on the outcome of the last meeting.

S. Other business

— EU-Russia seminar on illegal immigration, Lappeenranta (Finland), 5-6 July 1999

The Finnish delegation advised delegations of the above-mentioned seminar, for which

they would receive an invitation shortly. The aim of the seminar was to strengthen
cooperation with Russian officials to prevent illegal immigration from Russia. The
seminar would be preceded by a visit across the Russian border to Vyborg on
4 July 1999. The Baltic States and Norway would also be invited to attend. As a result
of the seminar, the incoming Presidency was considering inviting Russia to the last

CIREFI meeting.

— Seventh International Border Police Conference, Sidfok (Hungary), 27-28 April 1999

The German delegation presented a report on the above-mentioned conference, which

was mainly devoted to the collection of statistics on illegal immigration. At the
Conference it was decided to set up a special information-exchange system, to be
developed by the Hungarian Border Guards with the assistance of ICMPD. Also non-
associated eastern European countries agreed to collect statistics exclusively on the basis

of the CIREFI definitions.

The Presidency stressed that the EU’s priority lay in the CIREFI system and raised the
question as to whether it would be an efficient use of resources also to take part in a
separate system to be set up in Hungary. It was agreed that delegations would express

their views on this question at the next CIREFI meeting.
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