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DECISION No 11999 OF THE EUIICELAND AND NORWAY MIXED COMMITTEE 

ESTABLISHED BY THE AGREEMENT CONCLUDED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE 

EUROPEAN UNION AND THE REPUBLIC OF ICELAND AND 

THE KINGDOM OF NORWAYCONCERNING THE LATTERS' ASSOCIATION 

IN THE IMPLEMENTATION, APPLICATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 

THE SCHENGEN ACQUIS 

of 

adopting its Rules of Procedure 

THE MIXED COMMITTEE, 

Having regard to the Agreement concluded by the Council of the European Union and the Republic 

oflceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the latters' association in the implementation, 

application and development of the Schengen acquis (hereinafter "the Agreement"), and in 

particular Article 3(2) thereof, 
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HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

The Mixed Committee shall be composed of representatives of the Governments of the Republic of 

Iceland (hereinafter "Iceland") and the Kingdom of Norway (hereinafter "Norway"), the members 

of the Council of the European Union (hereinafter "the Council") and the Commission of the 

European Communities (hereinafter "the Commission"). 

The Committee shall be chaired: 

- at the level of experts: 

by the delegation representing the member of the Council holding the Presidency, 

- at the level of senior officials and Ministers: 

in the first six months of the year: by the delegation representing the member of the Council 

holding the Presidency; 

in the second six months of the year: alternately, by the delegation representing the Government 

oflceland and by the delegation representing the Government of Norway. 

The delegation representing the member of the Council holding the Presidency may cede the chair 

of the Mixed Committee to the delegation which will hold the next Council Presidency. 
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Article 5 

The Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be composed of representatives of Iceland and 

Norway and the members of the Council at ministerial level, authorised to commit the governments 

of their States, and a member of the Commission. 

The presence of at least eleven members of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level, including the 

delegations oflceland, Norway and the Commission, is required to enable the Mixed Committee to 

take decisions. 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be prepared by the Mixed Committee at 

senior official level. All items on the provisional agenda for a meeting of the Mixed Committee at 

ministerial level shall be examined in advance by the Mixed Committee at senior official level, 

which shall endeavour to reach agreement at its level. If necessary, such items are to be submitted 

to the Mixed Committee at ministerial level. 

Article 6 

The Chairman shall draw up the provisional agenda for each meeting. The provisional agenda shall 

contain the item in respect of which a meeting has been requested in accordance with Article 4. 

The invitation to the meeting and the provisional agenda shall be forwarded to the addressees 

mentioned in Article 9 in due time before the meeting. The agenda shall be accompanied by all the 

necessary working documents. 
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Without prejudice to the rights ofIceland and Norway laid down in Article 4 of the Agreement, the 

agenda shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee at the beginning of each meeting 

and the Mixed Committee may decide unanimously to include in the agenda an item which does not 

appear on the provisional agenda. The delegations representing the United Kingdom and Ireland 

may not oppose the unanimity which is required to place on the agenda an item relating to the area 

covered by Article 1 of the Agreement, in which those States do not participate. 

Article 7 

The working documents for the Mixed Committee shall be drawn up in the languages of the 

Council, unless the Mixed Committee unanimously decides·otherwise. 

Article 8 

Minutes of each meeting of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be drawn up by the 

General Secretariat of the Council, under the responsibility of the Chairman, and forwarded to the 

delegations. 

The minutes shall, as a general rule, indicate in respect of each item on the agenda: 

- the documents submitted to the Mixed Committee, 

- the conclusions and decisions reached by the Mixed Committee, 

- the statements whose entry is requested by a delegation. 
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Any delegation may request that more details be inserted in the minutes regarding any item on the 

agenda. 

The minutes shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee. The Mixed Committee may 

use a written procedure. 

Article 9 

Notifications made by the President in accordance with these Rules of Procedure shall be addressed 

to the missions ofIceland and Norway to the European Union, to the representations of the 

Member States of the European Union and to the Commission. 

Correspondence to the Mixed Committee shall be sent to its President, at the address of the 

General Secretariat of the Council (Council of the European Union, Rue de la Loi 175, 

1 048 Brussels). 

Article 10 

The detailed arrangements for handling requests by the public to the Mixed Committee for access to 

its documents shall be identical to those which the Council has adopted in respect of its own 

documents. 

Article 11 

The secretariat of the Mixed Committee shall be provided by the General Secretariat of the Council. 
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Article 12 

The deliberations of the Mixed Committee shall be confidential, unless the Mixed Committee 

decides otherwise. 

The rules of the Council on measures for the protection of classified information applicable to the 

General Secretariat of the Council shall also apply to the protection of classified information to be 

used by the Mixed Committee. 

Article 13 

Where the Mixed Committee has been notified on the basis of the provisions of Article 8(4) of the 

Agreement, any decision by the Mixed Committee to continue the Agreement shall require 

unanimity. 

Where the termination of the Agreement results from non-acceptance of an act or a measure which 

does not apply to Ireland and/or the United Kingdom, their representatives may not oppose 

unanimity. 

Article 14 

Where the Mixed Committee has been notified of a dispute in accordance with the provisions of 

Article 11 of the Agreement, the dispute shall be placed on the provisional agenda for the 

Mixed Committee at ministerial level. 
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Decisions by the Mixed Committee on settlement of disputes shall be taken unanimously. 

Where the settlement of a dispute relates to the interpretation or application of a provision which 

does not apply to Ireland and/or the United Kingdom, their representatives may not oppose 

unanimity. 

Article 15 

Decisions of the Mixed Committee relating to procedural questions, except for those for which 

these Rules of Procedure require unanimity, shall be taken by a majority of its delegations. 

Amendments to these Rules of Procedure shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee at 

ministerial level. 

Article 16 

This Decision shall take effect on the date of its adoption. 

Article 17 

This Decision shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Communities. Iceland and 

Norway shall be responsible for its official publication in their respective countries. 

Done at 
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For the Mixed Committee 

The Chairman 
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EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCIL 

NOTE 
The PresIdency 

Brussels, 14 June 1999 
OR. en 

898111199 
REV 1 

LIMITE 

JAI43 
COMIX41 

from : 
to COREPER II (Mixed Committee IcelandINorway) 
SubJect: Dran Rules of Procedure of the MIxed CommIttee set up by the Agreement With 

Iceland and Norway, concluded on the basis of Article 6(1) of the Schengen 
Protocol 

Under Article 6 of the Protocol integrating the Schengen acquis into the framework of the European 

Union, the Republic ofIceland and the Kingdom of Norway shall be associated with the 

implementation of the Schengen acquis and its further development on the basis of the Agreement 

signed in Luxembourg on 19 December 1996. Appropriate procedures shall be agreed to that effect 

in an Agreement to be concluded with these States by the Council. 

The latter Agreement has been concluded on 18th May 1999. The first meeting of the Mixed 

Committee has taken place on the same day. 

Article 3 of the Agreement provides for the establishment of a Mixed Committee consisting of 

representatives of the governments of Iceland and Norway, of the members of the Council and of 

the European Commission (paragraph 1). The Committee shall adopt its own Rules of Procedure 

(paragraph 2). 
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In the Annex, the Presidency submits a draft for these Rules of Procedure to the Mixed Committee 

for adoption which takes account of the results of discussion by the Mixed Committee 

Iceland/Norway at the level of senior officials (Coreper II) on 9 June 1999. 

All delegations but Iceland agreed to the text, Iceland raising a reservation with respect to the 

wording of Article 6 (2). 

The delegations in the Mixed Committee agreed to make the following joint declaration on the 

adoption of the Rules of Procedure: 

"If the Council of the European Union intends to take a decision referred to in Article 8 (1) of the 

Agreement relating to the adoption of new binding acts or measures which will deviate in substance 

from a common view of the Mixed Committee relating to the same acts or measures, the Mixed 

Committee shall, as a general rule, be convened prior to such decision in order to discuss, in 

accordance with Article 4 of the Agreement, the foreseen changes. " 
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Draft 

Decision of the Mixed Committee 

No 

of 

established by the Agreement concluded by the Council of the European Union and the Republic of 

Iceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the association of those two countries in the 

implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis 

adopting its Rules of Procedure 

THE MIXED COMMITTEE, 

Having regard to the Agreement concluded by the Council of the European Union and the Republic 

ofIceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the association of those two countries in the 

implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis (hereinafter 

"the Agreement"), and in particular Article 3(2) thereof, 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

The Mixed Committee shall be composed of representatives of the Governments of Iceland and 

Norway, the members of the Council of the European Union (hereinafter "the Council") and the 

European Commission. 
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The Committee shall be chaired: 

- at the level of experts: 

by the delegation representing the member of the Council holding the Presidency, 

- at the level of senior officials and Ministers: 

in the first six months of the year: by the delegation representing the member of the Council 

holding the Presidency; 

in the second six months ofthe year: alternately, by the delegation representing the 

Government of Iceland and by the delegation representing the Government of Norway. 

The delegation representing the member of the Council holding the Presidency may cede the chair 

of the Mixed Committee to the delegation which will hold the next Council Presidency. 

Article 2 

The Mixed Committee shall meet at the seat of the Council in Brussels. 

When the Council meets in a different place pursuant to its Rules of Procedure, the Mixed 

Committee shall also meet at ministerial level there. 

In exceptional circumstances and for duly substantiated reasons, the Mixed Committee may decide 

unanimously to hold a meeting elsewhere. 

Article 3 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee shall not be public, unless the Mixed Committee unanimously 

decides otherwise. 
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Article 4 

The Mixed Committee shall meet, at any appropriate level, when convened by its Chairman on his 

own initiative or at the request of one of its members. 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall normally be convened for the day of a 

Council meeting dealing with issues in the area covered by Article 1 of the Agreement. 

Article 5 

The Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be composed of representatives of Iceland and 

Norway and the members of the Council at ministerial level, authorised to commit the government 

of their States, and a member of the European Commission. 

The presence of at least 11 members of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level, including the 

delegations of Iceland, Norway and the European Commission, is required to enable the Committee 

to take decisions. 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be prepared by the Mixed Committee at 

senior official level. All items on the provisional agenda for a meeting of the Mixed Committee at 

ministerial level shall be examined in advance by the Mixed Committee at senior official level, 

which shall endeavour to reach agreement at its level, if necessary, to be submitted to the Mixed 

Committee at ministerial level. 
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Article 6 

The Chairman shall draw up the provisional agenda for each meeting. The provisional agenda shall 

contain the item in respect of which a meeting has been requested in accordance with Article 4. 

The invitation to the meeting and the provisional agenda shall be forwarded to the addressees 

mentioned in Article 9 in due time before the meeting. The agenda shall be accompanied by all the 

necessary working documents. 

Without prejudice to the rights ofIceland and Norway laid down in Article 4 of the Agreement, the 

agenda shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee at the beginning of each meeting 

and the Mixed Committee may decide unanimously to include in the agenda an item which does not 

appear on the provisional agenda. The delegations representing the United Kingdom and Ireland 

may not oppose the unanimity which is required to place on the agenda an item relating to the area 

covered by Article 1 of the Agreement, in which those States do not participate l . 

Article 7 

The working documents for the Mixed Committee shall be drawn up in the languages of the 

Council, unless the Mixed Committee unanimously decides otherwise. 

1 Reservation by Iceland. 
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Article 8 

Minutes of each meeting of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be drawn up by the 

General Secretariat of the Council, under the responsibility of the Chairman, and forwarded to the 

delegations. 

The minutes shall, as a general rule, indicate in respect of each item on the agenda: 

- the documents submitted to the Mixed Committee, 

- the conclusions and decisions reached by the Mixed Committee, 

- the statements whose entry is requested by a delegation. 

Any delegation may request that more details be inserted in the minutes regarding any item on the 

agenda. 

The minutes shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee. The Committee may use a 

written procedure. 

Article 9 

Notifications made by the President in accordance with these Rules of Procedure shall be addressed 

to the missions ofIceland and Norway to the European Union, to the representations of the Member 

States of the European Union and to the European Commission. 

Correspondence to the Mixed Committee shall be sent to its President, at the address of the General 

Secretariat of the Council (Council of the European Union, Rue de la Loi 175, 1048 Brussels). 
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Article 10 

The detailed arrangements for handling requests by the public to the Mixed Committee for access to 

its documents shall be identical to those which the Council has adopted in respect of its own 

documents. 

Article 11 

The secretariat of the Mixed Committee shall be provided by the General Secretariat of the Council. 

Article 12 

The deliberations of the Mixed Committee shall be confidential, unless the Committee decides 

otherwise. 

The rules of the Council on measures for the protection of classified infonnation applicable to the 

General Secretariat of the Council shall also apply to the protection of classified infonnation to be 

used by the Mixed Committee. 
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.. Article 13 

Where the Mixed Committee has been notified on the basis of the provisions of Article 8(4) of the 

Agreement, any decision by the Mixed Committee to continue the Agreement shall require 

unanimity. 

Where the termination of the Agreement results from non-acceptance of an act or a measure which 

does not apply to Ireland and/or the United Kingdom, their representatives may not oppose 

unanimity. 

Article 14 

Where the Mixed Committee has been notified of a dispute in accordance with the provisions of 

Article 11 of the Agreement, the dispute shall be placed on the provisional agenda for the Mixed 

Committee at ministerial level. 

Decisions by the Mixed Committee on settlement of disputes shall be taken unanimously. 

Where the settlement of a dispute relates to the interpretation or application of a provision which 

does not apply to Ireland and/or the United Kingdom, their representatives may not oppose 

unanimity. 

Article 15 

Decisions of the Mixed Committee relating to procedural questions, except for those for which 

these Rules of Procedure require unanimity, shall be taken by a majority of its delegations. 

Amendments to these Rules of Procedure shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee at 

ministerial level. 
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This Decision shall take effect on the date of its adoption. 

Article 17 

This decision shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Communities. Iceland and 

Norway shall be responsible for its official publication in their respective countries. 

Done at 
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For the Mixed Committee 

The Chairman 
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EUROPEAN UNION 
MIXED COMMITTEE 
ICELANDINORWAY 

Brussels, 3 June 1999 
OR. en 

NOTE 
from : 
to 
Subject: 

The Presidency 

8981199 

LIMITE 

JAI43 
COMIX41 

COREPER II (Mixed Committee Iceland/Norway) 
Draft Rules of Procedure of the Mixed Committee set up by the Agreement with 
Iceland and Norway, concluded on the basis of Article 6(1) of the Schengen 
Protocol 

Under Article 6 of the Protocol integrating the Schengen acquis into the framework of the European 

Union, the Republic ofIceland and the Kingdom of Norway shall be associated with the 

implementation of the Schengen acquis and its further development on the basis of the Agreement 

signed in Luxembourg on 19 December 1996. Appropriate procedures shall be agreed to that effect 

in an Agreement to be concluded with these States by the Council. 

It is intended that the latter Agreement be signed on 18th May 1999. The first meeting of the Mixed 

Committee will take place on 18th May just after signing the Agreement. 

Article 3 of the Agreement provides for the establishment of a Mixed Committee consisting of 

representatives of the governments ofIceland and Norway, of the members of the Council and of 

the European Commission (paragraph 1). The Committee shall adopt its own Rules of Procedure 

(paragraph 2). 
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In the Annex, the Presidency submits a draft for these Rules of Procedure to the Mixed Committee 

for adoption. The draft contains also some proposals by the Delegations of Iceland and Norway, 

which had the opportunity to give some informal indications to the Presidency about their point of 

view. The Presidency added some proposals on its own behalf with a view to facilitate the 

possibility to reach compromise solutions. 
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Draft 

Decision of the Mixed Committee 

No 

of 

established by the Agreement concluded by the Council of the European Union and the Republic of 

Iceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the association of those two countries in the 

implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis 

adopting its Rules of Procedure 

THE MIXED COMMITTEE, 

Having regard to the Agreement concluded by the Council of the European Union and the Republic 

ofIceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the association of those two countries in the 

implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis (hereinafter 

"the Agreement"), and in particular Article 3(2) thereof, 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

The Mixed Committee shall be composed of representatives of the Governments of Iceland and 

Norway, the members of the Council of the European Union (hereinafter "the Council") and the 

European Commission. 
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The Committee shall be chaired: 

- at the level of experts: 

by the delegation representing the member of the Council holding the Presidency, 

- at the level of senior officials and Ministers: 

in the first six months of the year: by the delegation representing the member of the Council 

holding the Presidency; 

in the second six months of the year: alternately, by the delegation representing the 

Government ofIceland and by the delegation representing the Government of Norway. 

The delegation representing the member of the Council holding the Presidency may cede the chair 

of the Mixed Committee to the delegation which will hold the next Council Presidency. 

Article 2 

The Mixed Committee shall meet at the seat of the Council in Brussels. 

When the Council meets in a different place pursuant to its Rules of Procedure, the Mixed 

Committee shall also meet at ministerial level there. 

In exceptional circumstances and for duly substantiated reasons, the Mixed Committee may decide 

unanimously to hold a meeting elsewhere. 

Article 3 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee shall not be public, unless the Mixed Committee unanimously 

decides otherwise. 

Article 4 

The Mixed Committee shall meet when convened by its Chairman on his own initiative or at the 

request of one of its members. 
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Meetings of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall preferably be convened for the day of, 

or the day before, a Council meeting dealing with issues in the area covered by Article 1 of the 

Agreement. 

Proposals oflceland and Norway: 

New wording for Article 4 

The Mixed Committee shall meet, at any appropriate level, when convened by its Chairman on his 

own initiative or at the request of one of its members. 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall normally be convened for the day of a 

Council meeting dealing with issues in the area covered by Article 1 of the Agreement. 

New Article 4 bis: 

If the competent institutions of the European Union intend to take a decision referred to in Article 8 

(1) of the Agreement relating to the adoption of new acts and measures which deviate materially (in 

substance) from the conclusions of the Mixed Committee relating to the same acts or measures, the 

Mixed Committee shall be convened in order to discuss any such changes. Notifications by the 

Council referred to in Article 8 (2) (a) of the Agreement cannot take place until such a meeting has 

been held 

Article 5 

The Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be composed of representatives of Iceland and 

Norway and the members of the Council at ministerial level, authorised to commit the government 

of their States, and a member of the European Commission. 

The presence of at least 11 members of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level, including the 

delegations of Iceland, Norway and the European Commission, is required to enable the Committee 

to take decisions. 
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Meetings of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be prepared by the Mixed Committee at 

senior official level. All items on the provisional agenda for a meeting of the Mixed Committee at 

ministerial level shall be examined in advance by the Mixed Committee at senior official level, 

which shall endeavour to reach agreement at its level, if necessary, to be submitted to the Mixed 

Committee at ministerial level. 

Article 6 

The Chairman shall draw up the provisional agenda for each meeting. The provisional agenda shall 

contain the item in respect of which a meeting has been requested in accordance with Article 4. 

The invitation to the meeting and the provisional agenda shall be forwarded to the addressees 

mentioned in Article 9 [x] days before the meeting at the latest. The agenda shall be accompanied 

by all the necessary working documents. 

The agenda shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee at the beginning of each 

meeting. The Mixed Committee may decide unanimously to include in the agenda an item which 

does not appear on the provisional agenda. The delegations representing the United Kingdom and 

Ireland may not oppose the unanimity which is required to place on the agenda an item relating to 

the area covered by Article 1 of the Agreement, in which those States do not participate. 

Proposal ofIceland and Norway 

New wording of Article 6 paragraph 2: 

The Agenda shall be adopted by the Mixed Committee at the beginning of each meeting. The Mixed 

Committee may decide to include in the agenda an item which does not appear on the provisional 

agenda. The delegations representing the United Kingdom and Ireland shall not participate in any 

decision to place on the agenda an item relating to the area covered by Article 1 of the Agreement, 

in which those States do not participate. 

Article 7 

The working documents for the Mixed Committee shall be drawn up in the languages of the 

Council, unless the Mixed Committee unanimously decides otherwise. 
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Minutes of each meeting of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be drawn up by the 

General Secretariat of the Council, under the responsibility of the Chairman, and forwarded to the 

delegations. 

The minutes shall, as a general rule, indicate in respect of each item on the agenda: 

- the documents submitted to the Mixed Committee, 

- the conclusions and decisions reached by the Mixed Committee, 

- the statements whose entry is requested by a delegation. 

Any delegation may request that more details be inserted in the minutes regarding any item on the 

agenda. 

The minutes shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee. The Committee may use the 

written procedure for that purpose. 

Proposal ofIceland and Norway 

New wording for Article 8 paragraph 4: 

The minutes shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee. The Committee may use a 

written procedure. 

Article 9 

Notifications made by the President in accordance with these Rules of Procedure shall be addressed 

to the missions of Iceland and Norway to the European Union, to the representations of the Member 

States of the European Union and to the European Commission. 

Correspondence to the Mixed Committee shall be sent to its President, choosing for that purpose his 

address at the General Secretariat of the Council. 
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Proposal of Iceland and Norway 

New wording for Article 9 paragraph 2: 

Correspondence to the Mixed Committee shall be sent to its President, at the address of the General 

Secretariat of the Council (Council of the European Union, Rue de la Loi 175, 1048 Brussels). 

Article 10 

The detailed arrangements for public access to Mixed Committee documents, disclosure of which is 

without serious or prejudicial consequences, shall be those which the Council has adopted in respect 

of its own documents. 

Proposal for compromise of the Presidency: 

New wording of Article 10: 

The detailed arrangements for public access to Mixed Committee documents shall be identical to 

those which the Council has adopted in respect of its own documents. 

Article 11 

The secretariat of the Mixed Committee shall be provided by the General Secretariat of the Council. 

Article 12 

The deliberations of the Mixed Committee shall be confidential, unless the Committee decides 

otherwise. 

The Mixed Committee shall, mutatis mutandis, use the same rules for classifying documents as 

apply for that purpose in the Union. 
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1 • Proposals for compromise of the Presidency: 

1 
New wording for Article 12 paragraph 2: 

The rules of the Council on measures for the protection of classified information applicable to the 

General Secretariat of the Council shall also apply to the protection of classified information to be 

used by the Mixed Committee. 

Article 13 

Where the Mixed Committee has been notified on the basis of the provisions of Article 8(4) of the 

Agreement, any decision by the Mixed Committee to continue the Agreement shall require 

unanimity. 

Where the termination of the Agreement results from non-acceptance of an act or a measure which 

does not apply to Ireland and/or the United Kingdom, their representatives may not oppose 

unanimity. 

Article 14 

Where the Mixed Committee has been notified of a dispute in accordance with the provisions of 

Article 11 of the Agreement, the dispute shall be placed on the provisional agenda for the Mixed 

Committee at ministerial level. 

Decisions by the Mixed Committee on settlement of disputes shall be taken unanimously. 

Where the settlement of a dispute relates to the interpretation or application of a provision which 

does not apply to Ireland and/or the United Kingdom, their representatives may not oppose 

unanimity. 
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Decisions of the Mixed Committee relating to procedural questions, except for those for which 

these Rules of Procedure require unanimity, shall be taken by a majority of its delegations. 

Amendments to these Rules of Procedure shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee at 

ministerial level. 

Article 16 

This Decision shall take effect on the date of its adoption. 

Article 17 

This Decision shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Communities. 

Proposal of Iceland and Norway: 

New wording for Article 17: 

This decision shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Communities. Iceland and 

Norway shall be responsible for its official publication in their respective countries. 

Done at 
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For the Mixed Committee 

The Chairman 
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NOTE 
from 
to 

EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCIL 

SEMDOC 
Statewatch European Documentation & 
Monitoring Centre on justi~e and home 
affairs in the European Union 

PO Box 1516, London N16 OEW, UK 
tel' 0181 802 1882 (00 44 1 81 802 1882) 
taX: 0181 880 1727 (0044 181 880 1727) 

The Presidency 
Coreper (2nd part) 

No. prevo doc.: 5339/1/99 SCHENGEN 2 REV 1 

Brussels, 24 March 1999 

5339/2/99 
REV 2 

LIMITE 

SCHENGEN2 

Subject: Draft Rules of Procedure of the Mixed Committee set up by the Agreement with 
Iceland and Norway, to be concluded on the basis of Article 6(1) of the Schengen 
Protocol 

Under Article 6 of the Protocol integrating the Schengen acquis into the framework of the European 

Union, the Republic ofIceland and the Kingdom of Norway are associated with the implementation 

of the Schengen acquis and its further development on the basis of the Agreement signed in 

Luxembourg on 19 December 1996. 

At its meeting on 17 December 1998, Coreper took note of the draft Association Agreement laying 

down the relevant procedure (13695/98 SCHENGEN 58) (1). 

Article 3 of that Agreement provides for the establishment of a Mixed Committee consisting of 

representatives of the governments ofIceland and Norway, of the members of the Council and of 

the European Commission (paragraph 1). The Committee adopts its own Rules of Procedure 

(paragraph 2). 

The Presidency has submitted a draft for the Rules of Procedure of the Mixed Committee to the 

Working Party "Schengen - IcelandlNorway (Doc. 5339/99 SCHENGEN 2). 

(1) E: General reservation on the draft Association Agreement. 
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Coreper will find attached the revised draft Rules of Procedure which incorporate the outcome of 

the Working Party's meeting on 2 February 1999 and is invited to solve the outstanding issues, as 

they appear in the footnotes to the draft, and to allow the Presidency and the Commission to seek 

the views of the delegations from Iceland and Norway, in order to prepare for the adoption of the 

Rules of Procedure by the future Mixed Committee by consensus. 
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I Draft 

Decision of the Mixed Committee 

No 

of 

established by the Agreement concluded by the Council of the European Union and the Republic of 

Iceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the association of those two countries in the 

implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis 

adopting its Rules of Procedure (1) 

THE MIXED COMMITTEE, 

Having regard to the Agreement concluded by the Council of the European Union and the Republic 

ofIceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the association of those two countries in the 

implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis (hereinafter 

"the Agreement"), and in particular Article 3(2) thereof, 

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

The Mixed Committee shall be composed of representatives of the Governments of Iceland and 

Norway, the members of the Council of the European Union (hereinafter "the Council") and the 

European Commission. 

(1) E: General reservation. 
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The Committee shall be chaired: 

at the level of experts: 

by the delegation representing the member of the Council holding the Presidency (1), 

at the level of senior officials and Ministers: 

in the first six months of the year: by the delegation representing the member of the Council 

holding the Presidency; 

in the second six months of the year: alternately, by the delegation representing the 

Government ofIceland and by the delegation representing the Government of Norway. 

The delegation representing the member of the Council holding the Presidency may e) cede the 

chair of the Mixed Committee to the delegation which will hold the next Council Presidency. 

Article 2 

The Mixed Committee shall meet at the seat of the Council in Brussels. 

When the Council meets in a different place pursuant to its Rules of Procedure, the Mixed 

Committee shall also meet at ministerial level there. 

In exceptional circumstances and for duly substantiated reasons, the Mixed Committee may decide 

unanimously to hold a meeting elsewhere. 

Article 3 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee shall not be public, unless the Mixed Committee unanimously 

decides otherwise. 

(1) Cion reservation; in First Pillar matters the Commission must be in the chair. 
Proposed text: 
Article 1, 2nd paragraph, 1st indent: 

- at expert level the office of Chairman of the Mixed Committee will be held by a representative of the 
Presidency of the Council. Where the Mixed Committee deals with matters covered by the Treaty 
establishing the European Community a representative ofthe Commission of the European 
Communities will chair the Committee. e) E: reservation; in cases where the Member State of the delegation holding the chair is not participating 

in the Schengen acquis, that delegation should cede the chair. 
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Article 4 

The Mixed Committee shall meet when convened by its Chairman on his own initiative or at the 

request of one of its members. 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall preferably be convened for the day of, 

or the day before, a Council meeting dealing with issues in the area covered by Article 1 of the 

Agreement (1). 

Article 5 

The Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be composed of representatives of Iceland and 

Norway and the members of the Council at ministerial level, authorised to commit the government 

of their States, and a member of the European Commission. 

The presence of at least 12 members of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level, [including the 

delegations ofIceland, Norway and the European Commission], is required to enable the 

Committee to take decisions (2). 

Meetings of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be prepared by the Mixed Committee at 

senior official level. All items on the provisional agenda for a meeting of the Mixed Committee at 

ministerial level shall be examined in advance by the Mixed Committee at senior official level, 

which shall endeavour to reach agreement at its level, if necessary, to be submitted to the Mixed 

Committee at ministerial level. 

Article 6 

The Chairman shall draw up the provisional agenda for each meeting. The provisional agenda shall 

contain the item in respect of which a meeting has been requested in accordance with Article 4. 

The invitation to the meeting and the provisional agenda shall be forwarded to the addressees 

mentioned in Article 9 [x] days before the meeting at the latest. The agenda shall be accompanied 

by all the necessary working documents. 

(1) F: reservation; L: scrutiny reservation. 
(2) FIB: reservations. 
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The agenda shall be adopted unanimousl y by the Mixed Committee at the beginning of each 

meeting. The Mixed Committee may decide unanimously to include in the agenda an item which 

does not appear on the provisional agenda. The delegations representing the United Kingdom and 

Ireland may not oppose the unanimity which is required to place on the agenda an item relating to 

the area covered by Article 1 of the Agreement, in which those States do not participate. 

Article 7 

The working documents for the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be drawn up in the 

languages of the Council, unless the Mixed Committee unanimously decides otherwise. 

The deliberations of the Mixed Committee shall be held in the Council's working languages, unless 

unanimously decided otherwise. 

Article 8 

Minutes of each meeting of the Mixed Committee at ministerial level shall be drawn up by the 

General Secretariat of the Council, under the responsibility of the Chairman, and forwarded to the 

delegations. 

The minutes shall, as a general rule, indicate in respect of each item on the agenda: 

the documents submitted to the Mixed Committee, 

the conclusions and decisions reached by the Mixed Committee, 

the statements whose entry is requested by a delegation. 

Any delegation may request that more details be inserted in the minutes regarding any item on the 

agenda. 

The minutes shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee. The Committee may use the 

written procedure for that purpose. 
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Article 9 

Notifications made by the President in accordance with these Rules of Procedure shall be addressed 

to the missions ofIceland and Norway to the European Union, to the representations of the Member 

States of the European Union and to the European Commission. 

Correspondence to the Mixed Committee shall be sent to its President, choosing for that purpose his 

address at the General Secretariat of the Council. 

Article 10 

The detailed arrangements for public access to Mixed Committee documents, disclosure of which is 

without serious or prejudicial consequences, shall be those which the Council has adopted in respect 

of its own documents. 

Article 11 

The secretariat of the Mixed Committee shall be provided by the General Secretariat of the Council. 

Article 12 

The deliberations of the Mixed Committee shall be confidential, unless the Committee decides 

otherwise. 

The Mixed Committee shall, mutatis mutandis, use the same rules for classifying documents as 

apply for that purpose in the Union. 

Article 13 

Where the Mixed Committee has been notified on the basis of the provisions of Article 8(4) of the 

Agreement, any decision by the Mixed Committee to continue the Agreement shall require 

unanimity. 
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Where the terminatIon of the Agreement results from non-acceptance of an act or a measure which 

does not apply to Ireland and/or the United Kingdom, their representatives may not oppose 

unanimity. 

Article 14 

Where the Mixed Committee has been notified of a dispute in accordance with the provisions of 

Article 11 of the Agreement, the dispute shall be placed on the provisional agenda for the Mixed 

Committee at ministerial level. 

Decisions by the Mixed Committee on settlement of disputes shall be taken unanimously. 

Where the settlement of a dispute relates to the interpretation or application of a provision which 

does not apply to Ireland and/or the United Kingdom, their representatives may not oppose 

unanimity. 

Article 15 

Decisions of the Mixed Committee relating to procedural questions, except for those for which 

these Rules of Procedure require unanimity, shall be taken by a majority of its delegations. 

Amendments to these Rules of Procedure shall be adopted unanimously by the Mixed Committee at 

ministerial level. 

Article 16 

This Decision shall take effect on the date of its adoption. 

Article 17 

This Decision shall be published in the Official Journal of the European Communities. 

Done at 
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The Chairman 
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