COUNCIL OF Brussels, 30 June 1999 (05.07)
THE EUROPEAN UNION (OR. )

9675/99

LIMITE

FAUXDOC9

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS
from False Documents Working Party
dated : 24 March 1999

1. Adoption of agenda

The agenda as set out in Telex No 1124 of 9 March 1999 was adopted, with one item being
added under "Other business" at the request of the Netherlands delegation.

2. Exchange of information

- United Kingdom delegation: submitted a copy of "Forgery Finder" to

the Working Party and explained its

content.

- German delegation: submitted two copies of the

"Fahndungshinweis" to the Working

Party and explained its content.

- General Secretariat: noted that delegations were opposed to

acceding to Israel's request for copies of

the Fraud Bulletin.
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Improving statistical surveys and assessments

9661/98 ASIM 156 FAUXDOC 4

At the meeting of the False Documents Working Party on 6 January 1999, a majority of
Member State delegations questioned the case for expanding the collection of data and
statistics on false and forged documents, as proposed by the Austrian Presidency in 9661/98.

Opinion was that it would be preferable to improve the current system.

With a view to such improvement, a group composed of statistical experts from Germany,
Austria, Finland, the Netherlands, Belgium and the Council Secretariat met in Brussels on
26 January 1999 to study the technical means which would provide the Working Party with

the collected data in a form usable by all Member States.

The group submitted the following proposals to the Working Party:

- prior processing and presentation of data gathered should be slightly amended in order

to allow targeted utilisation of such data and obtain certain additional information;

- increased frequency of forwarding of such data (every three months rather than every

siX);

- analytical utilisation of such data to be entrusted to Europol.

As regards the third aspect (analysis to be entrusted to Europol), the Presidency pointed out

that Europol was unable to carry out such analysis and that, consequently, it would have to be

carried out by the General Secretariat with assistance from the Presidency.

All delegations, with the exception of the Danish delegation, which would not be participating in

such data gathering, were in favour of such a system in that it would change solely presentation and

processing of data but not their definitions or number. The General Secretariat was instructed to

create a computer programme covering such new presentation and processing.
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Improved exchange of information to combat counterfeit travel documents

5003/99 FAUXDOC 2

The Presidency thanked delegations for their comments as sent.

The draft Joint Action, as it emerged from the Working Party's discussions, is set out in

5003/1/99 FAUXDOC 2 REV 1.

Introduction of minimum security standards for EU passports

5002/1/99 FAUXDOC 1 REV 1

The Presidency submitted the revised version of the above document, which takes account of

positions expressed by delegations at the group of experts’ meeting on 5 March 1999.

The French, Swedish and Finnish delegations entered scrutiny reservations on the section

concerning the introduction of optically variable devices.

The draft as amended by the Working Party is set out in 5002/2/99 FAUXDOC 1 REV 2.

Other business

Specialists' seminar on detection of false documents

The Netherlands delegation said that it had not yet received a reply from all delegations on the
need for a further seminar on training for trainers and asked delegations to reply as quickly as

possible so that it might submit a request for an "Odysseus" subsidy.
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