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Subject: Overview of issues to be taken into account for the UK's participation in SIS 
matters 

The request by the United Kingdom to take part in some of the provisions of the Schengen acquis in 

accordance with Article 4 of Schengen Protocol, namely the provisions concerning the Schengen 

information system notwithstanding the provisions concerning the free movement of persons, raises 

several important questions of a technical and legal nature. The present note has been prepared 

together with the Council Secretariat to give an initial overview of these questions. 

1. Definitions 

C.SIS 1 + is the upgrading of the central Schengen information system in order to, on the one hand, 

cope with the year-2000 problem and, on the other hand, allow for the integration of more 

countries. 

Sirene phase II is the network that accommodates the traffic amongst the SIRENE offices, as well 

as the traffic amongst the Vision 1 applications. 

Vision is the consultation network among the central visa authorities in the capitals. 
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The helpdesk is a hardware and software platform hosting the server that contains information on 

technical problems and incidents occurred at the exploitation of the system and the solutions found 

thereto. 

2. Technical issues 

As the C.SIS 1 + is configured to support 18 connections, the technical integration of the UK into 

the SIS would not have to be postponed until SIS II but can be done in the current C.SIS 1 +. 

The duration of the integration work is estimated at about 2 years, consisting of the following steps: 

adapt the C.SIS to include the additional connection; 

adapt the existing N.SIS; 

set up the new N.SIS; 

set up the new SIRENE Bureau; 

test all systems, interoperability and communications. 

If the UK does not participate in the Article 96 alerts, the necessary technical measures would have 

to be taken. Two options are possible: the measures could be implemented in the UK N.SIS or in 

the C.SIS. 

A) Measures to be implemented in the UK N.SIS: Article 96 alerts are sent to the UK N.SIS 

but the UK users do not get access to them; 

or the UK N .SIS deletes the alerts on receipt. 

These two solutions are technically simple and cheap but the first solution might cause data 

protection questions to be considered and the second generates a lot of unnecessary data 

transmission. 

B) Measures to be implemented in the C.SIS: the data are not sent to the UK 

one technical possibility is to make a separate distribution list for Article 96 alerts, not including 

the UK N.SIS; this could be complicated from a system-management point of view; 

a second technical possibility is to modify the user agent (VA), part of the SIS communications 

system, in such a way that it considers that Article 96 alerts have been accepted by the UK 

N.SIS without even having been sent. 

An initial and very rough estimate of the time required to implement these measures in the C.SIS is 
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about 3 months for the actual implementation and 1 month for the tests. 

Although options A and B above both seem to be legally possible, more discussion is needed on this 

question. In addition, further study is necessary concerning some technical implications of the 

introduction of alerts (e.g. prioritisation of alerts). 

If the UK does not participate in the Article 96 alerts, there would be no need for the creation of a 

Vision application and a connection to the Vision network. 

3. Administrative - legal issues 

The normal legal prerequisites should be fulfilled: 

a decision of the Council on the request of the United Kingdom to take part in some provisions 

of the Schengen acquis (in accordance with Article 4 of the Schengen Protocol); 

national legislation on the protection of personal data, in accordance with the provisions in this 

area laid down in Chapter III of Title IV of the Convention; 

appointment of a body/authority responsible for the N.SIS [Article 108(1 )]; 

the setting up of a national SIRENE Bureau; 

designation of the authorities authorised to consult the SIS [Article 101(4)]. 

4. Budgetary issues 

As soon as a new State introduces the provisions of the Schengen acquis on the SIS, even before 

technical integration, it must participate in the costs as follows (see the C.SIS Financial Regulation 

and Article 28 of Decision (EC) 323/99, OJ L 123, p. 51 for SIRENE Phase II and the Help Desk): 

operating costs: as from the year of the introduction of the provisions 

installation costs: a share in the installation costs incurred since the beginning (1991 for C.SIS·, 

1997 for SIRENE Phase II, 1996 for the Help Desk) 

If the UK chooses to integrate into SIS II only, it is conceivable that the UK participation in C.SIS II installation 
costs only could be negotiable, as C.SIS II is not to be based on the old system. 
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