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NOTE
from Presidency
to : Committee on Civil Law Matters (General Questions)
Subject : Draft Hague Convention on Jurisdiction and the Recognition and Enforcement of

Foreign Judgments
— Method of work

L Introduction

At its previous meeting on 8 October 1999, the Committee on General Questions held
an initial discussion on the organisation of work within the European Community for
the purpose of preparing the drawing up of a Convention on jurisdiction and the
recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters at

The Hague in the autumn of 2000.

The Special Commission on Jurisdiction and the Recognition and Enforcement of
Foreign Judgments has since met in The Hague from 25 to 30 October 1999 and drawn

up a preliminary draft Convention.
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1. Method of work

3.

Bearing in mind the above, the Presidency proposes the following method of work:

(a)

(b)

©

(d)

The Committee should examine certain particularly important provisions of the
preliminary draft Convention on the basis of the text drawn up following last
October's meeting of the Special Commission and taking into account the
proposals put forward by the Commission (8980/99 JUSTCIV 83). For example,

the following provisions should be examined:

- [consumer contracts]

- [individual employment contracts]

—  branches (including the question of "doing business")

—  multiple defendants

- [excluded jurisdiction]

—  lis pendens and exceptional circumstances for refusing to exercise

jurisdiction

[damages]

disconnection clause.

The aim of the discussion would be to enable delegations to exchange views and
endeavour, as far as possible, to coordinate their positions on the matter.
However, the Council should not be required to take a formal decision on these
provisions, even where there is agreement among all the delegations, in order to

preserve a degree of flexibility in the negotiations at The Hague.

These issues could be examined by the Committee on Civil Law Matters

(General Questions) during the year 2000.

Towards the middle of next year, the Committee could also give consideration to
how Member States should coordinate at the Diplomatic Conference to be held at

The Hague in the year 2000.
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