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Subject: European Crime Prevention Award 

1. Origin of the European Crime Prevention Award 

In the Netherlands an annual prevention award has been made since 1987 to schemes 

which obtain results in the field of crime prevention. The aim of the award is to make the 

various sections of the community throughout the country aware of the possibilities of a 

preventive approach towards crime. Each year five successful projects with broad appeal 

are nominated for the award and publicised nationwide. Since 1994 Belgium has been 

involved in organising this award, which is open to Belgian entries. Following the 

United Kingdom's participation in 1997, it was decided to broaden the scope of the 

award by creating the European Crime Prevention Award. Sweden began taking part in 

1998. 
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2. The European Crime Prevention Award 

The countries currently taking part have reached agreement in the following areas: 

A. Participation 

Any public or private organisation which submits a scheme, initiative or set of 

measures designed to prevent crime may take part. For instance, entries may be 

submitted by local authorities, the police, educational establishments, community 

workers, sports clubs, neighbourhood councils, youth workers, associations, 

businesses and the public prosecutor's office. 

An organisation which submits a scheme does not necessarily have to take part 

itself. It is quite possible to put someone else's initiative forward for consideration 

by the jury. There is only one exception to this: schemes already nominated by the 

jury in a previous year are excluded from taking part. 

Each participating country has the opportunity to allow 5 chosen schemes to take 

part in the European competition. As a means of selecting national participants -

although this is not compulsory - a national award for crime prevention may be 

organised. The chosen schemes are then assessed by the European jury. 

B. Criteria 

The countries currently taking part assess the chosen schemes on the basis of the 

following criteria: 

(a) The scheme must be designed to prevent crime 

Examples of this include schemes aimed at preventing burglary, vandalism, 

shoplifting, car theft, harassment, juvenile delinquency, violence, graffiti, 

hooliganism, fare dodging, environmental crime and diminishing a general sense 

of insecurity. 

(b) The solution to the problem must be found "close to home" 
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"Close to home" means within the organisation itself. Schemes should not 

simply involve falling back on the police and/or judicial bodies, although a 

working relationship with the police andlor judicial bodies is of course 

permitted. 

neq/GBK/ac EN 
2 



(c) In practice, the scheme must achieve tangible results 

It must be apparent when assessing the scheme that the approach has clearly 

had a positive impact. For instance, the number of burglaries has fallen by x% 

or the feeling of insecurity has diminished by x% (quantitative data). In cases 

where no figures are available, the results of a detailed investigation or results 

of a survey may be submitted (qualitative data). 

(d) The scheme must be applicable elsewhere 

The aim of the European Crime Prevention Award is to make other sections of 

the community aware of the possibilities of a comprehensive approach towards 

crime prevention, while bearing in mind that ideas must be applicable 

elsewhere. Schemes which are exclusively "tailor-made" cannot be used 

elsewhere and may therefore not be considered for nomination. 

(e) The measures adopted should not affect the quality of life in the neighbourhood 

Electrifying the entrances to buildings or homes, or installing thick steel 

shutters and closed-circuit television on housing estates may possibly reduce 

the risk of burglary, but the question is whether the residents of such 

neighbourhoods or visitors to them actually relish the prospect. 

4. Organisation 

(a) Host 

The European Crime Prevention Award is presented at the end of each calendar 

year. The country which won the award in the previous year is responsible for 

hosting the event and covering the organisational costs involved. The organising 

country is free to organise the event as it chooses. 

(b) Jury 

The national body responsible for prevention decides which two persons should sit 

on the European jury and also appoints a national secretary to act inter alia as a 

contact point. 
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(c) Prizes 

The winner receives a trophy which it holds for one year: a replica of the trophy 

and the sum of ECU 10000 in prize money. The latter must be used to either 

continue or refine the scheme concerned. 

At present, four replicas of the trophy are still available, the cost of which has 

already been met by the Netherlands Ministry of Justice. The cash prize is funded 

by the countries participating in the EU Award, with the exception of the country 

which organises the presentation ceremony. 
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