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COUNCIL OF Brussels, 15 December 1999 (16.12)
THE EUROPEAN UNION
12965/4/99
REV 4
LIMITE
SCH-EVAL 22
COMIX 429
NOTE
from the incoming Portuguese Presidency
to : Coreper/Mixed Committee at the level of senior officials
Subject : Evaluation of the application of the Schengen acquis in the Nordic Countries

- Line of action for the Working Party "Schengen Evaluation"

1) On 19 December 1996 the 5 Nordic Countries, Denmark, Finland, Sweden as well as Iceland

and Norway joined the Schengen cooperation by signing accession agreements and a

cooperation agreement.

2) After the Schengen-cooperation was integrated in the European Union on 1 May 1999, 13 EU

Member States (including Denmark, Finland and Sweden, but not the United Kingdom and

Ireland) were authorised to pursue, according to article 1 of the Schengen Protocol annexed to

the Amsterdam Treaty, closer cooperation in the areas covered by the Schengen acquis. This

cooperation shall be conducted within the institutional and legal framework of the European

Union and with respect to the relevant provisions of the Treaty on European Union and of the

Treaty establishing the European Community.
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3)

4

3)

6)

With respect to Iceland and Norway an association agreement was signed on 18 May 1999 ! to

replace the earlier cooperation agreement.

The European Union is aiming at a decision on the implementation of the Schengen Acquis in
the Nordic countries by the end of the year 2000. Therefore, a report to the Council evaluating
the ability of the Nordic Countries to apply the Schengen Acquis shall be prepared during the
year 2000 to enable the Council to take a decision on full putting into effect of the Schengen

Acquis. 2

This Council decision shall be prepared in the framework of the Mixed Committee procedures by
the Working Party "Schengen Evaluation", which carries out tasks of the former Schengen
Standing Committee. The mandate of this Committee (SCH/Com-ex (98) 26 def.) has been
integrated into the EU as part of the acquis. Both practical organisation and content of the

evaluation work shall be built on that decision of the Executive Committee.

The European Commission will be represented in the Working Party, in accordance with the

institutional framework of the EU.

The Working Party "Schengen Evaluation" will perform its tasks without prejudice to the
powers of the Joint Supervisory Authority (JSA). The Working Party may consult the JSA in

the areas, which fall within its remit.

Coreper/Mixed Committee at the level of senior officials is invited to approve the considerations
set out under n° 4) and 5) of this document and to take note of the intention of the Portuguese and

French presidencies to conduct the work according to the indicative timetable attached to this note.

Agreement with the Republic of Iceland and the Kingdom of Norway concerning the latters'
association with the implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis, OJ
L 176 of 10 July 1999, p. 35. This agreement still has to be ratified by Iceland and Norway.
See Article 2.2 of the Schengen Protocol and Article 15.4 of the Association Agreement with
Iceland and Norway.
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APPLICATION OF SCHENGEN IN THE FIVE NORDIC COUNTRIES

Indicative timetable

PORTUGAL FRANCE
December 1999 | January 2000 March/April 2000 May 2000 June 2000 July, August, September, October,
November, December 2000
by means of visits and/or by means of visits
Denmark, questionnaires
Finland,
Iceland, mandate drafting of e police and judicial drafting of an interim Council o land borders
Norway, questionnaires cooperation interim report decision e  sea borders
Sweden r fight against organised e airport borders
crime and illegal e N-SIS
immigration networks e  SIRENE bureaux
® drugs e drafting of the final report
® movement of aliens o Council decision
s readmission
e data protection
® consular/visa cooperation
® statistics
® training
e procedures
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Explanatory note to the calendar

A first series of evaluations shall take place in spring 2000 for the areas, which are mentioned in the
column for March-April 2000. The SCH-Eval Working Party will have to define which areas can be
dealt with through a written procedure and which ones require visits on site.

In both cases, work done in the first series of evaluation should be completed in April in order to
prepare a report to SCH-Eval in May, allowing for an intermediate decision of the Council -
prepared in the Mixed Committee - in June on those fields where verifications have been
completed.

In autumn then, depending on an updated overview by the Nordic countries about their state of
preparation, the remaining fields of evaluation will be considered.

During the second phase, which shall include the evaluation of SIS and the external borders, a
report shall be presented to the Council, in December 2000, with a view of a Council decision on
the full implementation of Schengen between the Nordic States and the Member States already

implementing Schengen.
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