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Title IVa 

Protection of personal data 

Article A 

Data use 

(1) For the purposes of this Chapter, "personal data" (data) shall mean any information on an 

identified or identifiable natural person. 

(2) Data communicated under this Convention may be used only for the purposes for which they 

were communicated, subject to any conditions laid down by the communicating Member 

State in the individual case concerned. Such data may also be used: 

(a) for purposes of preventing and prosecuting criminal offences for which the Convention 

would also have permitted the data to be communicated; 

(b) for judicial or administrative proceedings in connection with the use of the data as 

referred to in the first sentence and in (a) of the second sentence, and 

(c) to avert any serious threat to security. 

Data may not be used for other purposes without the prior consent of the communicating 

Member State. 
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Article B 

Supplementary provisions 

In addition, the communication and use of data shall be governed by the following provisions: 

1. The receiving Member State shall, upon request, inform the communicating Member State of 

the use made of the data and the results thus obtained. 

2. The communicating Member State shall be obliged to ensure that the data are complete. Only 

those data which relate to the request that has been made are to be communicated. Any ban on 

the communication of data under the relevant national law must be observed. Should it 

emerge that the communication of data is incomplete or incorrect or in contravention of a ban 

under the relevant national law, the receiving Member State shall be notified forthwith. The 

latter shall be obliged to correct or destroy the data. 

3. The data subject shall, upon request, be given access to any data relating to him and 

notification of their intended use and the purpose of storage. Right of access may be denied 

if, on due consideration, the public interest in non-disclosure is judged to outweigh the data 

subject's interest in disclosure. Otherwise the data subject's right of access to data relating to 

him shall be governed by the national law of the Contracting State in whose territory the right 

is claimed. 

4. The communicating and receiving Member States shall be obliged to record the 

communication and receipt of data in an appropriate manner. 

5. The communicating and receiving Member States shall be obliged to ensure that data 

communicated are effectively protected against unauthorised access, amendment or 

disclosure. 
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6. If an individual suffers unlawful injury as a result of communication of data under the 

Convention, the receiving Member State shall be held liable under its national law. It may not 

plead that the damage was caused by the communicating Member State in order to avoid its 

liability vis-a-vis an injured party. If damages are awarded against the receiving Member 

State because of its use of incorrectly communicated data, the communicating Member State 

shall refund in full to the receiving Member State the amount paid in damages. 

Article C 

Data processing in the territory of the other Contracting Party 

(1) The rules of this Chapter shall also apply to data collected in the territory of another 

Member State in the course of cross-border activity. The special conditions laid down by the 

requested Member State in connection with the cross-border measure shall be observed. 

(2) Where officials are engaged in official duties in the territory of another Member State, that 

State may not allow them access to official data collections except under the control of one of 

its own officials. 
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