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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM ON JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS MATTERS

Report from the Commission on the Implementation of the European Year Against Racism

Submitted by the Home Office on & July 1999.

Subject matter

1. This Explanatory Memorandum relates to a Commission Report on the implementation
of the European Year Against Racism (1997). The Report has been submitted by the European
Commission to the Council of the European Union and fulfils the Commission’s undertaking to
provide an evaluation report in accordance with Article 6 of the original Council Resolution.

The report summarises the activities which took place at national and international level in

- support of the Year, evaluates its successes and achievements and describes the impact of the

initiative on subsequent work in the field of race relations.

Scrutiny history
2. None - first such document.

Ministerial responsibility

3. The Home Secretary has overall responsibility for race relations policy.
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Legal and procedural issues

iii)

Legal basis

The Council Resolution of 23 July 1996, which established 1997 as the European Year
Against Racism, cites the TEC, the Interinstitutional Declaration of 11 June 1986
against racism and xenophobia (and subsequent resolutions) and the conclusions of
preceding European Councils as the legal base for this initiative. Article 13 of the

Treaty of Amsterdam now provides the basis for EU anti-discriminatory action.

European Parliament procedure

Not applicable.

Voting procedure

Not applicable.

Impact on United Kingdom Law

The Report has no impact on United Kingdom law.

European Economic Area

8.

The Report involves and affects EU Member States only.

Subsidiarity

9.

The Report is for information only and does not propose any legislation or new EU-

level action.

Consultation with outside interests

10.

| The report is publicly available although there are no plans for specific consultation on

its contents.



Policy implications

-11.  The Report is a fair and accurate evaluation of past activity and is for information only.

Its findings will be useful for future policy development.

Regulatory impact assessment and financial implications
12. There are no regulatory nor direct financial implications arising from this Report.
Timetable

13.  The Secretary General of the European Commission submitted the Report to the

Secretary General of the Council on 11 June.
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