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1. Adoption of the agenda

The Working Party adopted the agenda set out in Telex No 2152 of 11 May 1999, with the

addition of the following items under ‘Other business’ below:

— At the Presidency’s initiative, “State of play of the High Level Working Group on
Asylum and Migration”;

~ At the request of the German delegation: “Council of Europe coordination - European
Committee on Migration (CDMG), Strasbourg, 26-28 May 19997;
— At the request of the Finnish delegation: “EU-Russia seminar on illegal immigration,

Lappeenranta (Finland), 5-6 July 1999”.

9271/99 FP/cm EN
DGHI 1



2. Guidelines for a European migration strategy
5337/99 CK4 4 ASIM 3
6043/99 MIGR 7
6691/99 MIGR 14
7931/99 ASIM 16

Following an in-depth discussion of 7931/99 ASIM 16, the Presidency undertook to revise
the migration-related points of this document, for the purpose of inclusion in a
comprehensive document to be discussed by the Strategic Committee on Immigration,

Frontiers and Asylum at its 15 June 1999 meeting (see 8815/99 ASIM 23).

The Presidency further took note of comments made by delegations on other points, not
related to migration policy, which delegations would have the chance to present again at the
Strategic Committee meeting, in particular on paras. 5 (comments by A, Cion), 8 (comments

made by F, FIN, UK, Cion) and 10 (Cion).

The French delegation regretted that the document was not available in French and entered a

linguistic scrutiny reservation, but accepted to take part in the discussion, whilst reserving

its right to express further views on the document at a later stage. The Finnish delegation

also entered a scrutiny reservation.

3. Information campaigns in countries of origin and transit
7384/98 ASIM 90
10276/98 ASIM 182 MIGR 7
13454/98 ASIM 248 MIGR 27
5809/99 MIGR 6
7001/99 JAI 22 AG 12
8131/99 MIGR 36

The Presidency indicated that depending on the outcome of work of the High Level
Working Group on Asylum and Migration, the EU might decide to organise information
campaigns in some of the countries on which the Group was working. It pointed out that
8131/99 MIGR 36 contains a summary of the discussions held on this subject within the
Working Party, which could serve as a useful reference with a view to future work in this

arca.
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4. Monitoring the implementation of instruments adopted by the Council concerning
admission

- Summary report on Member States’ replies to the 1998 questionnaire
7462/99 MIGR 24 + COR 1 (en)

The General Secretariat pointed out that responses were outstanding from F, IRL and I (IRL
has since contributed, see 7462/1/99 MIGR 24 REV 1) and that some of the information

contained in the above-mentioned summary report might need to be updated.

It further outlined the state of Member States’ contributions on the following questionnaires:
— Council Resolution of 4 December 1997 on measures to be adopted on the combating of
marriages of convenience (Telex No 1858 of 22 April 1999): outstanding responses from

DK, D, E F IRL,I,L,NL, A and S (E and S have since contributed);

— Councll resolution of 26 June 1997 on unaccompanied minors who are nationals of third
countries (Telex No 4126 of 3 November 1998): contributions are in 8072/99 ASIM 17,
outstanding responses from IRL and I (a summary report has since been issued as
8951/99 ASIM 24);

— Survey by the German delegation on immigration rules in other Member States (6181/99
MIGR 11 page 5 and Telex No 2089 of 4 May 1999): contributions are in 8734/99
MIGR 42; outstanding responses from E, F, IRL. I. L and A (IRL has since contributed);

— Request from the Greek delegation on legalization of illegal immigrants (Telex No 93 of
8 January 1999): contributions are in 7465/99 MIGR 23; outstanding responses from I, L
and NL.

5. Other business

— Council of Europe coordination - Furopean Committee on Migration (CDMG),
Strasbourg, 26-28 May 1999

The German delegation outlined the outcome of the EU coordination meeting held in the

margins of the above-mentioned CDMG meeting, and referred to the General Secretariat
report in 8710/99 MIGR 41. The meeting had been convened to coordinate positions on
the draft Council of Europe recommendation concerning the security of residence of
long-term migrants. The German delegation regretted that not all Member States had
been able to attend. The participating Member States agreed that blocking discussions
on the draft recommendation would give the wrong political signal and favoured setting
up a working party to work further on it, taking into account the work under way in

the EU.
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The German delegation further indicated that the EU position was presented to the
CDMG, which agreed to set up a working party to work further on the draft
recommendation. 7 of the 14 States represented in the working party would be EU
Member States, viz. Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal and
Finland. The working party would hold its first meeting in the autumn. Furthermore,
according to the terms of reference adopted by the CDMG, “the working party shall take
into account relevant legal instruments in the field as well as developments taking place

in the framework of the European Union”.

The Commission representative expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the EU

coordination and pointed out that the Commission would also be invited to be
represented at the working party’s meetings. Furthermore, the representative drew
attention to the CDMG possibly starting work in the area of family reunification, and
stressed the need for prior effective EU coordination on any such work (the Commission

representative had already mentioned this point at the coordination meeting in question).

The Presidency urged delegations to liaise with their colleagues attending CDMG

meetings, for the purpose of effective EU coordination.

State of play of the High Level Working Group on Asylum and Migration

The Presidency presented a brief report on this item (the latest state of play is outlined in
9197/99 JAI 46 AG 20).

EU-Russia seminar on illegal immigration, Lappeenranta (Finland), 5-6 July 1999

The Finnish delegation advised delegations of the above-mentioned seminar. The aim of
the seminar was to strengthen cooperation with Russian officials to prevent illegal
immigration from Russia. The seminar would be preceded by a visit across the Russian

border to Vyborg on 4 July 1999.

The delegation added that, as incoming Presidency, it did not envisage any July meeting

of the Working Party, and that the next meeting was scheduled for September 1999.
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