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1. Reorganisation of the Commission Services

The Commission representative informed about the new structures created in the European

Commission to deal with information and communication.
2. "Contact"”

The German delegation underlined the need of new suggestions from the Commission

concerning "Contact”" Magazine. In that context, the Commission representative recalled the
statement made by Commissioner Ms Reading concerning the necessity of an appropriate legal

basis for EU information activities.
3. Implementation of article 255 of the TEC

The Commission representative informed about the possible adoption of the proposal by the

Commuission on 8 December 1999.
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4. Draft Council Decision on the accessibility of the Agendas of Council meetings and the
improvement of the public register of Council documents

(doc. 11135/99)

The Working Party continued the discussions on the Draft Council Decision, on the basis of a
text proposed by the Presidency, which took into account the amendments suggested by the

Danish, French and Swedish delegations.

As far as the publication of agendas of meetings on the Internet is concerned, some delegations
expressed some worry with regard to the possible risk of exposing these meetings and in

particular the establishment of their agendas to pressure from lobbies.

Some delegations also expressed concern with regard to the inclusion of classified documents in
the register, as the publication of their subject matters could in some cases reveal part of the

protected information contained in classified documents.

The Presidency concluded that it would submit to Coreper a new text, which would take into
consideration these concerns and which would lay down clear legal criteria for the protection of

confidential information.

5. Seminar on Information (Brussels, 15t December 1999)

The Presidency submitted to the Working party the draft Programme for the 4th Seminar on

Information about the EU, which will take place in Brussels on 1 December 1999 and invited

delegations to submit their comment to the General Secretariat as soon as possible.
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6. Public access to documents

a) Confirmatory applications!

The Working Party discussed the Council's approach in the question of "partial release”,
following the judgement of the Court of First Instance in the Hautala case and taking into

account the Council's position in the appeal brought against this judgment.

Agreement was reached by a majority of delegations on the insertion of a standard text2 in
the negative replies to requests for access to documents, refusing access to the entire
document on the basis of Article 4 of Council Decision 93/731/EC. The Danish,
Netherlands, Finnish, Swedish and United Kingdom delegations did not agree to the

wording of the text.

According to these delegations, this standard text should also indicate that the Council had
considered whether partial access could be given to the documents to which access was

refused.

i) Confirmatory application made by Mr. Tony BUNYAN (5/99)
(doc. 11469/99)

A majority of delegations agreed that, by virtue of Article 4(2) of Council Decision
93/731/EC, access to the two documents referred to in the application could not be
granted. The Danish, Finnish and Swedish delegations were of the opinion that the

documents could be partially released by "blanking out” Member States' positions.

The Danish and Swedish delegations voted therefore against the draft reply3.

Delegations' positions on each of the documents requested are recorded in the Annex.

This text reads as follows: "The question of whether or not the Council is legally obliged under Article 4 of
Decision 93/731/EC to examine whether partial access should be granted to the information contained in a
document is currently under examination by the Court of Justice (Case C-353/99 P).

A majority of delegations agreed to publish the result of the vote.
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iii)

v)

Confirmatory application made by Mr.HAYES (6/99)
(doc. 11613/99)

The Working Party agreed that access to all documents referred to in the application

could be granted.

Confirmatory application made by Mr. HAYES (7/99)
(doc. 11639/99)

A majority of delegations agreed to withhold access to all three documents asked for.
Some delegations indicated that partial access could be given to 10381/99 and
10530/99 by blanking out Member States' positions mentioned in the documents in

question. The Danish, Swedish and UK delegations therefore voted against the draft

replyl.

Confirmatory application made by Mr. HAYES (8/99)
(doc. 11642/99 - Nouvelle version)

The Working Party agreed that access to the document referred to in the application

could be granted.

Confirmatory application made by Mr. HAYES (9/99)
(doc. 11646/99)

The Working Party agreed that access to the document referred to in the application

could be granted.

A majority of delegations agreed to publish the result of the vote.
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b) Request for access to documents drawn up under the responsibility of EC Ministers

(doc. 11675/99)

Following an informal consultation of the twelve Member States concerned, in accordance
with the decision of the Working Party on 17 September 1999 concerning a similar case
(request from Mr WERNER), it was decided to gives access to all the documents asked for
by Prof. Dr. HUMMER.

The representative of the Council's Legal Service informed the Working Party on the outcome
of the oral procedure which took place on 14 October 1999 in case T-188/98 (Kuijer v/Council)
and of the fact that Mr Olli MATTILA has brought proceedings against the Council before the
Court of First Instance (case T-204/99) for annulment of the Council's decision of 12 July 1999

refusing to grant access to certain documents relating to the CFSP.
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CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr. T. BUNYAN (5/99)(doc. 11469/99)

ANNEX

Proposal S.G. | Reason for
Doc. No. (doc.11469/99) refusal B |[DK| D [GR|ES | F |IRL|IT NL P |FIN| § |UK| Result Remarks
10240/99 - 42 - | PR | - - - - - - - - + | PR | - -
10338/3/99 +
COR1 - 4.2 - |PR| - | - -] - - - - - |PR|PR| - ]
CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr B. HAYES (6/99)(doc. 11613/99)
Proposal S.G. | Reason for
Doc. No. (doc. 11613/99) refusal B |[DK| D |GR|ES | F |IRL| IT NL P |FIN| S |UK| Result Remarks
7602/2/99 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
7718/99 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
8816/99 Partial release | Annex : 4.1 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + Doc. has been released
to the public before
9425/99 + + + - + + + + + + + + + + +
9593/99 - 4.2 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + Doc. has been released
to the public before
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CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr B. HAYES (7/99)(doc. 11639/99)

Proposal S.G. | Reason for
Doc. No. (doc. 11639/99) refusal B [DK| D |[GR|ES| F |[IRL|IT| L |[NL| A P |[FIN| § |UK| Result Remarks
10208/99 - 4.1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
10381/99 - 4.2 - | PR | - - - - - - - - - - | PR | PR | PR -
10530/99 - 4.2 - | PR | - - - - - - - - - - - | PR | PR -
CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr B. HAYES (8/99)(doc. 11642/99)
Proposal S.G. | Reason for .
Doc. No. (doc. 11642/99) refusal B |DK| D |[GR|ES| F |IRL|IT| L |[NL| A P |[FIN| § |UK| Result Remarks
SN 506/99 - 42 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Mr B. HAYES (9/99)(doc. 11645/99 - Nouvelle version)
Proposal S.G.
Doc. No, | (doc- 1164599 | Reason for | g | e |y | GRIES | F IRL|IT | L |NL| A | P |FIN| S |UK| Result Remarks
Nouvelle refusal
version)
9547/99 - 42 + + + |+ + + | + + + + + + + + |+ +

PR : Partial release
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CONFIRMATORY APPLICATION MADE BY Prof. Dr. HUMMER (doc. 11675/99))

Doc. No. DK GR|ES |F | IRL | IT NL Result Remarks

CIR 3611/90 + o I S + + T

CIR 3619/90 + + |+ |+ o+ + + +

CIR 3619/1/90 + + |+ [+ o+ + + +

5949/90 + 20+ |+ + + + +

SN 2093/90 WGI 605 + + |+ |+ + + + +

6098/90 + 2+ |+ + + + (A - | +

CIRC 3624/90 + + |+ [+ + + + +

SN 2821/1/90 WGI 626 + + |+ |+ O+ + + +

REV 1

SN 2820/2/90 WGI 625 + + |+ | +] + + + +

REV 2

SN 3294/90 WGI 651 + + |+ [+ + + + +

CIR 3637/90 + + |+ |+ + + + +
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