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I. Introduction

In its letter of 11 January 1999, the Joint Supervisory Authority (JSA) thought it appropriate
to have updated information on the SIS I+ project regarding certain safety features. The
Council Working Party on the Schengen Information System considers it necessary to
respond to the JSA's request and herewith submits a draft reply to the JSA from the Chairman
of the Article 36 Committee which, once it has been approved by that Committee, it is

suggested be sent to the JSA.
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(1)

(i)

(iii)

Procedure for physical deletion of N.SIS and C.SIS data

It should be noted that under Article 112 of the Schengen Convention, the C.SIS should
inform the reporting Contracting Party in advance when the data storage périod is due to
expire, so that the reporting Contracting Party may consider deletion in accordance with
Article 106 of the Schengen Convention.

The solution proposed in SIS I+ makes the entire procedure considerably more flexible.
Procedure for comparing N.SIS and C.SIS databases

It should be noted that in order to guarantee the fnaterial identity of the C.SIS and N.SIS data
files, as required under Article 92 of the Schengen Convention, detailed comparisons between
those files should be carried out on a regular basis.

SIS I+ uses a fast algorithm to detect more precisely differences between files in the C.SIS
and the N.SISes and to present the results in a more flexible manner than before. The
likelihood of errors occurring in the control system for making comparisons of this kind has
been reduced because operation of that system has been made considerably easier. The
changes made have significantly reduced the time needed to produce a particule;r comparison.
In addition, work is bei_ng done to make it also possible in future to produce comparisons with
the help of the Sirene II Network, which should reduce the cost of the procedure and help to

produce comparisons even faster.
Monitoring of C.SIS Administrators

It should be noted that — simply in order not to affect the performance of the whole system —
the SIS I currently in operation does not allow for the complete logging of the routine tasks to
be carried out each time the database is used. Otherwise the permanent threat of a system

overload due to complete logging would sériously jeopardise operation of the SIS.
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(vi)

(vii)

Storage of past data and organisation of the C.SIS database

It should be noted that under Article 113 of the Schengen Convention the only distinction
made is between present and deleted data. At the end of one year, deleted data in the C.SIS
must be destroyed, meaning that under Article 113 of the Schengen Convention data cannot
be stored in archives. The solution proposed in SIS I+ naturally meets the requirements of the
Schengen Convention. This is also true for data under Article 113 of the Schengen
Convention. Appropriate arrangements for the temporary storage of deleted data in

accordance with Article 113 of'the Schengen Convention are available.
In-built C2-standard security features

It should be noted that Article 118 of the Schengen Convention lists the requirements for the
security of the C.SIS and N.SISes, but that these do not include a requirement to use certified
products. However, a great deal of importance is attached to the certification of guaranteed
security standards.

The solution proposed in SIS I+ provides a fully comprehénsiv,e description of éecurity
conditions in C.SIS which is in line with the Security Policy, currently under review. This
also covers in detail the application of the requirements of the ITSEC F-C2 Class functions to
the individual components of the C.SIS I+. The SIS I+ contract does not, however, include a

requirement to use certified products.

Finally, it must be emphasised once more that the involvement of the Joint Supervisory
Authority in the SIS I+ project will be guaranteed in future just as it was before. It has always

been the desire of the Schengen States to ensure close cooperation between the Schengen

States and the Joint Supervisory Authority.

The Chairman of the Article 36 Committee.
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CORRIGENDUM TO NOTE

from Working Party on Schengen Information System (Iceland and Norway Mlxed

Committee)
to : Article 36 Committee (Iceland and Norway Mixed Committee)

Nos prev. docs: 1. SCH/Aut-cont (99) 3 of 11 January 1999 (JSA letter)
2. SCH/OR.SIS-SIS (99) 98 of 22 March 1999 (Security Policy C.SIS I+)
3. 8109/99 SIS-TECH 1 of 7 May 1999 (proposed letter of reply) '
4. SCH/Aut-cont (98) 10 rev. 4 of 11 January 1999 (VlSlt report)

Subject : Joint Supervisory Authority
— JSA questions on SIS I+ — letter of reply

On page 3, paragraph (ii), fourth line, replace the word "fast" by "faster".
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