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Subject: Training seminar for the police services of the Mediterranean countries on the 
fight against organised crime (Rome, 12-16 October 1998) 
- Summary of the proceedings 

In line with the principles of Euro-Mediterranean cooperation agreed on at the Barcelona 

Conference in November 1995, and following on from the conclusions of the high-level 

meetings of officials responsible for the fight against organised crime, held in Taormina in 

June 1996, a training seminar for the police services of the countries of the Mediterranean 

basin on the subject of the fight against organised crime was held in Rome from 12 to 

16 October 1998, thanks to Community co-financing from the MEDA programme. 

At the meeting, organised by Italy with the collaboration of France and Spain, delegations of 

police experts from Turkey, Cyprus, Israel, the Palestinian Authority, Egypt, Malta, Algeria 

and Tunisia took part. 

Observers from the United Kingdom, Portugal, Belgium and Ireland were also present. A 

representative of the European Commission took part in the proceedings. Europol and 

Interpol took part, with their own rapporteurs. 
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With regard to the handling of the various subjects covered by the work programme, 

following a comparative assessment of the nature of criminal activities in individual countries, 

which could be regarded as manifestations of organised crime, the participants were given an 

overview of the operational and structural nature of the criminal organisations active in the 

Mediterranean area, with emphasis on the profiles and development of the criminals' 

operating strategy. 

A comparison was then made between national legislations in the area of combating 

organised crime, addressing the problem of the legal definition of the crime of mafia-type 

association to commit offences, and using as a point of reference Italian legislation, which is 

especially developed in this sector. 

Analysing in more detail the manifestations of organised crime, a study was carried out of 

individual illicit sectors in which criminal organisations operated internationally, with particular 

reference to drugs, money laundering and reinvestment, illegal immigration, traffic in stolen 

cars and in arms and radioactive material. 

The issue of how to combat large-scale criminal activity was addressed by carrying out a 

multi-disciplinary analysis of the problem and comparing individual national police and judicial 

structures responsible for suppressing criminal organisations. 

This enabled suggestions to be made concerning the use of legal techniques and instruments 

for investigations, stressing the importance of collecting and analysing information, both at 

national level, on the basis of common criteria, and at international level, by recourse to 

international police organisations such as Europol and Interpol. 

The discussions described above highlighted the diversity of legislations and of the systems 

for combating organised crime adopted by individual participating countries. A desire was 

expressed for rapid harmonisation among those countries, which was considered necessary 

for more effective international cooperation. 
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With regard to international collaboration between investigative bodies responsible for 

combating criminal organisations, the importance was reaffirmed, on a general level, of 

concluding bilateral or multilateral police cooperation agreements and of applying the 

international Conventions in force (Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs, 

Vienna 1988; Strasbourg Convention on Laundering, 1990; 1982 Montego Bay Convention 

concerning trafficking by sea). 

In particular, information was provided on procedures for information exchange which would 

be useful for developing autonomous or joint investigations, through the use of investigative 

techniques involving controlled deliveries, under-cover operations and the use of informers in 

the judicial process. 

For information exchanges between investigative bodies and for joint operations, the essential 

role of liaison officers was stressed. 

Finally, with regard to training, the issue was addressed by means of an exchange of 

experiences helpful in the development of uniform training models by European and other 

Mediterranean countries. 

The presence among many delegations of national experts on training would guarantee 

dissemination at national level of information acquired from the Seminar. 

The representative of the European Commission praised the Italian initiative and expressed 

the hope that, in future, other countries would draw up similar training plans, which could be 

examined by Community bodies with a view to possible funding. 

The Italian delegation requests that the Council General Secretariat submit this document for 

examination by the Euromed Committee. 
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