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1. The agenda as set out in telex 1083 dated 8 March 2000 was adopted with the addition of the

item raised under “Other Business” (see point 4 below).

o

[tems to be noted

a) Conceptual framework to be used in the exchange of data on illegal entry in

international cooperation
9738/1/99 CIREFI 37 COMIX 439 REV 1 COR 1

The Mixed Committee took note of the content of 9738/1/99,

b) Intensifying cooperation between CIREFI and Europol in the field of illegal
immigration and related issues
10918/2/99 CIREFI 48 COMIX 231 EUROPOL 40 REV 2

The Mixed Committee took note of the content of 10918/2/99.
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¢)  Annual report on illegal immigration (1999) immigrant and smuggling
networks, including recent developments in January 2000
5938/00 CIREFI 9 COMIX 138 (RESTREINT)
Given that some delegations had only just received 5938/00 which was circulated as a
restricted (“RESTREINT”) document, the question was raised as to whether it was
justified to maintain such classification. Two delegations expressed a preference for
declassifying the document. One delegation, while not necessarily opposed to such an
idea, considered that if future documents were to be given a lower classification level,

delegations’ positions might need to be reflected in a different manner.

It was agreed to ask CIREFI to re-examine the question of the classification of the

reports it produces with regard to illegal immigration.

d) Evaluation of the abolition of checks at internal borders
6443/1/00 SCH-EVAL 19 COMIX 201 REV 1
The Mixed Committee exchanged views on the suggestions outlined in point 5 of
6443/2/00 that CIREFI be tasked with evaluating the impact on migratory flows of the

most recent removals of controls at the internal borders of the Schengen area.

While several delegations (D, F, FIN) expressed support for the above-mentioned
suggestions, two delegations (GR, I) entered reservations on the idea that the
evaluation should address only the situation of the most recent removals of controls at
the internal borders. The Netherlands delegation, for its part, wondered how CIREFI
could be expected to undertake such an evaluation and felt that the Schengen Evaluation
Working Party should be invited to define more clearly and precisely the task to be
carried out. It also queried the possibility of providing for CIREFT to report directly to
the Permanent Representatives Committee. The Commission representative expressed
doubts on the compatibility of such evaluation with the principle of the abolition of

internal borders.
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The Presidency concluded that the Schengen Evaluation Working Party should re-

examine and clarify further its ideas bearing in mind

- that the suggestions made would represent a heavy burden for CIREF]

- the need to strike a balance between the abolition of controls at internal borders
and the possibility of obtaining valid data by other means in the absence of such
controls - the system to be envisaged should in any case take the form of spot-

checks

- that the results of the evaluation should be submitted to the Strategic Committee
which would then decide on possible submission of those results to the Permanent

Representatives Committee.

¢) Readmission Policy

The Mixed Committee noted with satisfaction the conclusions reached by the
Permanent Representatives Committee on 15 March 2000 according to which the
recommendations presented by the Commission on the opening of negotiations with a
view to concluding readmission agreements with Pakistan, Morocco, Sri Lanka and
Russia should be examined as to their substance by the appropriate Council Working
Party and should also be dealt with for information, consultation and discussion within

the Mixed Committee with Iceland and Norway.

fy EURO 2000
- Application by Belgium and the Netherlands of Article 2(2) of the Schengen
Convention during the EURO 2000 football competition

The Mixed Committee took note of the communication from the Belgian and
Netherlands delegations. The Netherlands delegation suggested holding an exchange of
views within the Frontiers Working Party on the practical modalities to be put in place
during EURO 2000.
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3. Items for policy discussion

a)

Desirability of continuing to compile the annual border report along the present
lines

6798/00 FRONT 11 COMIX 244
The Mixed Committee exchanged views on this item on the basis of the information
sent by Member States (reproduced in 6798/00) in response to telex 541 of

& February 2000 on the relevancy and the model of the annual report.

While the German, Netherlands and Finnish delegations favoured the continued
production of such a report, albeit in a form which would enable it to be drawn up more
quickly, other delegations (B, DK, E, GR, S) expressed doubts on the need to continue
producing the report, which in their view gave rise to a work load disproportionate to
the usefulness of the report which was out of date by the time it appeared. The Spanish
delegation felt that the reports drawn up in the framework of the Schengen evaluation
visits were more effective. The Greek delegation favoured a new approach whereby
Member States would report on the problems they have encountered and on the ways in

which they have attempted to resolve them.

The Presidency also questioned the usefulness of the report in its current form, given
the lateness of its availability. While recognising the value of the Schengen evaluation
visit reports, the Presidency recalled that they were of a specific nature and did not
relate to the Schengen area as a whole. In relation to the suggestion of the Schengen
Evaluation Working Party (dealt with under point 2d) above), the Presidency questioned
the utility of conferring new tasks on CIREFI in the absence of the prompt appearance

of the report on the situation at the external borders.

In conclusion it was agreed to invite the Frontiers Working Party to reflect on the
possibility of producing a more streamlined report which could be made available more

quickly.
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4. Other business

The Presidency informed the Mixed Committee of the forthcoming high level conference to
take place in Lisbon on 15 and 16 June 2000 entitled “Towards a common European asylum
system”. The conference, which would bring together inter alia representatives of the
Member States, the Commission, the European Parliament, the candidate countries, EFTA
countries, the United States and Canada as well as of international governmental and non-
governmental organisations and of the academic world, would be a first step in the

implementation of the conclusions of the Tampere European Council.
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