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Translation

The Chancellor of the The President of the
Federal Republic of Germany French Republic

Berlin aod Paris, 13 October 1999

Mr Paava Lippanen
President of the European Council and
Prime Minister of the Republic of Finland

Helsinki

Dear Mr President,

At the last meeting of the Buropean Council, held on 3 and 4 June 1999 in Cologne, Mr Javier
Solana Medariaga was nominated for the néw post of Secretaty General of the Council and
High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Polloy pursuant to the Amsterdam
Treaty which came into forca on 1| May 1999. In Cologne, we underlinsd our determination to
give the Buropean Union the tesources and capabilities it requires to do justice to its respon-
sibilities in the foreign and sscurity polioy field.

We share the belicf that it is vitally important far the Common Fareign and Security Policy to
become an instrument that genuinely represents Buropean [nterests in world politics, Only by
giving the European Union high-profile public repregentation in future by someone who is
widaly respected and firmly anchored within the Union, can we ensure that our values and in-
terests are sufficiently brought to bear around the world. We tharefore consider it to be espe-
cially important also in the context of our efforts to develop a Burapean Security and Defence
Policy for Javier Solanx to be sble to bank on the full support and backing of Buropean Union
Heads of State and Government for the exercise of the powers and duties of his poat when he
takes up office on 18 Octobor 1955,
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Mr President,

Against the background of these cansiderations and in visw of the European Council's respon-
xibility, enshrined in the Treaty, for laying down the principles and general guidelines of the
Common Foreign and Security Policy, wa propoas that the European Council, which is sched-
uled to meet under your Presidency for & special session in Tampere an [5 and 16 Octobar
1999, i.6. two days before Javier Solana takes up offics, should issuc a declaration reitsrating
its understanding of the tasks and powers of the High Representative for the Common Fareign
and Security Policy and assuring him of its full support in his offorts to enhance the role of the
European Union in the field of foreign and security policy. That would also send a signal 10
our partners around the world that the Buropean Unlon Is determined to pursus its foreign and
security policy intercsts jointly and to strengthen its ability to act in this field, in Line with the
provizions of the Amsterdam Treaty.

In addition the Headg of State and Govemment could express their expectation that the High
Representative will make & key contribution to strengthening the viaibility, efficiency,
cohesian and continulty of the Common Foreign and Security Policy,

We believe that in otder to improve the cohesion and continujty of the Common Foreign and
Security Policy, the High Representative should routinely introduce the Eumpcah Council's
foreign and sccurity consultations, thus also ensuring that thege consultations are carried out
consistently and, above all, oriented towards the Union's common interests.

In order to ensure copstant contact with the represantatives of the Member States as well as
their full gupport, we suggest that the High Representative chair ths future permanent Political
and Security Committee envisaged in the conclusions of the Cologne meeting, which should
consist of high-level mprnaentaﬁvcs. This would underline the great significance we attach to
deepening the Common Foreign and Security Policy as well a8 to the European defence
project.

The Buropean Council should also csll upon the High Representstive to scek a closc and
trusting working relationship with the Butopean Parliament, in particular with its Committes

on Foreign Affairs.

Germany and France an: both firmly convinced that the High Representative should teke on a
high-profils rale in repregenting the European Union externally. The Buropean Council should
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therefore ask tho Council to take the necessary steps so that the High Representative can fulfil
relevant tasks in the political dialogua of the Buropean Union with third countries and within
international organizations, capecially when it is a matter of implementing cominan strategies
and joint actions. At the Buropean Council in Helslnki we should identify the main priority
areas to which the High Representative should devate his attention in the firét months of the
year 2000. In our view, wa should also use the Helsinki meeting to take the instinitional
decisions necsssary to further develop and strengthen the Buropean Security and Defence
Policy. .

In the ycars ahead, a fooal point of our woerk will be to deepen and strengthen the European
Union's Common Foreign and Security Policy, with particular emphasls on developing a
Buropean Security and Defence Policy, as was decided at the Buropean Council in Cologne,
We should thercfors call upon the High Representative to give particular sttention to theza
tasks.

Mr President, ~

We all agree that the European Union must do moro to bring its weight and ity interests to
bear worldwide. It is now essentinl to give the future High Representative the support and the
European Council mandate he needs go he can do full justice to his tasks and to what is ex-
pected of him. That is of key importancs for Europe's future position and for us to be abls to
successfully aggert our common interests and values in intemationa! politios.

M President,
We take the liberty of also forwarding this message to the other members of the Eurcpean
Couneil.

We avail oursclves of the opportunity, Mr President, to renew o you the assurance of our
highest consideration. :

Gerhard Schrider Jacques Chirac
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