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1. 

Proposal for a Council Decision on establishing a Community action programme to promote the 
integration of refugees (COM(98)0731 - C4-0049/99 - 98/0356(CNS) 

The proposal was approved with the following amendments: 

TEXT PROPOSED 
BY THE COMMISSION (*) 

AMENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

(Amendment I) 

Recital 1 

(I) Whereas the Commission. in its Social Action Pro­
gramme 1998-2000, announced its intention to propose a 
programme for the integration of refugees, building on the 
successful pilot actions implemented in 1997 and 1998; 

(I) Whereas, pursuant to Article K.l of the EU Treaty, 
the Member States regard asylum policy as a matter of 
common interest; whereas, moreover, the Commission, in its 
Social Action Programme 1998-2000, announced its intention 
to propose a programme for the integration of refugees. 
building on the successful pilot actions implemented in 1997 
and 1998. which were made possible by the European 
Parliament as one arm of the budgetary authority; 

(Amendment 2) 

Recital 3 

(3) Whereas action in favour of the social and economic 
integration of the least privileged and most vulnerable popu­
lation groups fonns an integral parr of economic and social 
cohesion, the maintenance and strengthening of which are 
among the fundamental objectives of the Communit), men­
tioned in Articles 2 and 3(j) of the Treaty ; whereas refugees 
are particularly vulnerable people whose intef!Tation requ ires 
specific action and measures; 

(3) Whereas, in order to promote the integration of 
refugees and an independent life for displaced persons for 
the duration of their stay, specific measures are required; 

(Amendment 3) 

Recital 5 

(5) Whereas the programme should not prejudice the poliCies 
and powers of the Member States and should not overlap or 
detract from joint actions launched in the fields of asylum and 
immigration policy or measures which may be taken by the 
Community in those areas: 

(5) Whereas the programme should not prejudice the policies 
and powers of the Member States, but should supplement 
joint actions launched in the field s of asylum and immigration 
policy or measures which may be taken by the Community in 
those areas; 

(Amendment 4) 

(> I OJ C 36. I02. 199Y. p. 20. 

Recital 5a (new) 

(Sa) Whereas Article 73k(2)(b) of the Amsterdam Treaty 
states that the Council shall adopt, within a period of five 
years after the entry into force of that Treaty, measures 
promoting a balance of effort between Member States in 
receiving and bearing the consequences of receiving refu­
gees and displaced persons; 
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TEXT PROPOSED 
BY THE COMMISSION 

Al\IENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

(Amendment 32) 

Recital 5b (/lew) 

(Sb) Whereas there is good reason, therefore, to cofinance 
all aspects of refugee policy, including the integration of 
refugees, out of the European Refugee Fund as of the year 
2000, and to adopt an appropriate legal basis as of 2001; 

(Amendment 6) 

Article 1. 1st paragraph 

An action programme to promote the integration of refugees 
who have se ttled or who are entitled to seHle in the Member 
States is hereby es tablished for the period from I July 1999 to 
31 December 2000 in the framework of action in the field of 
social integration. 

An ac tion programme to promote the integration of refugees 
who have seHled or who are entitled to settle in the Member 
States is hereby established for the period from I July 1999 to 
3 I December 2000. 

(Amendment 34) 

Article 2 

For the purpose of the programme. the target group is persons 
who have been granted admission to stay in (/ Mem!Jer State 
either as refugees within the meaning of Article 1 of the 
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees of 28 July 1951. 
as amended by the New York Protocol of31 January 1967. or 
as persons gran ted protection on an indil'iduul hasis in 
accordance with Mem/Jer Stlltes' international obligations or 
III/ humaniturian grounds. 

For the purpose of the programme. the target group consists of: 

(a) persons who have been granted refugee status under 
Article I of the Convention relating to the Status of 
Refugees 01'28 Jul y 1951, as amended by the New York 
Protocol of 31 January 1967 ; 

(b) persons who, under temporary protection or under 
subsidiary forms of protection in accordance with a 
Member State's international obligations and national 
law, have been granted permission to stay in that 
Member State; 

(Amendment 7) 

Article J(e) 

(e) the analysis of the situation of refugees in the Member 
States; 

(e) the comparative analysis of the situation of refugees in 
the Member States with a view to assessing how the 
burden should be shared among the latter; 

(Amendment 36) 

Article 4(a) to (j) 

(a) the setting up and running of large lIlufti-dimensional, 
innovative projects with a clear Community added-value, 
undertaken by public aUlhorities, non-governmental 
organi sations and/or the social partners and covering a 
number of the fields of integration ; 

(b) the selling-up and running of Community-level projects 
including action in all Member States; 

(a) the promotion by public authorities, non-governmental 
organisations and/or the social partners of innovative 
projects whose results can be used by other Member 
States, as well as the promotion and implementation of 
initiatives introducing integration measures for the 
first time in a particular region of the European Union; 

(b) the promotion and running of Community-level projec15 
including action in all Member States; 
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(c) the creation and development of transnational networks. in 
particular with a view to ensuring transfer of good 
practice and experience. inter alia. rhrough the organisa­
tion of meetings and the prepararioll alld publicarion of 
findings and reports ; 

(d) the exchange of experience. the assessment. monitorillg 
and evaluation of projects and practice leading to the 
identiflcarion of innovative approaches to rhe integration 
of refug ees; 

(e ) the collection. the compilation and the disseminatioll at 
lIational and Community levels of comparable dllra ulld 
reports concerning rhe situarion alld rhe illtex rarion of 
refugees in the Member Srates; 

(j) the provision of information 011 the programme and the 
dissemination of its results. 

AMENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

Tuesday 13 April 1999 

(c) the creation and stimulation of transnational networks 
between players and/or projects and/or academics 
concerned with integration in the European Union, in 
particular with a view to ensuring transfer of know­
ledge, good practice and experience; 

(d) the carrying out of studies and research projects on the 
situation and integration of refugees in the European 
Union; 

(e) the promotion of public awareness measures. 

(Amendment 8) 

Article 7. 1st alld 211d paragraphs 

The Commission shall be assisted by a commillee of an 
advisory nature composed of rhe representaril'es of rhe Mem­
ber States and chaired by a representative of the Commission 
(hereinafter referred to as 'the Committee' ). 

The repre~entative of the Commission shall submit to the 
Commillee a draft of the measures to be taken . The Commillee 
shall deliver its opinion on the draft, within a time-limit which 
the Chairman may lay down accord ing to the urgency of the 
maller, if necessary by taking a vote. 

The Commiss ion shall be assisted by a single commillee of an 
advisory nature composed of one representati\,e per Member 
State and chaired by the representative of the Commiss ion 
('the Committee on refugee asylum, reception and repa­
triation policy', hereinafter referred to as 'the Committec · ). 

The representative of the Commission shall submit to the 
Committee a draft of general mcasures to be taken. The 
Committee shall deliver its opinion on the draft, within a 
time-limit which the Chairman may lay down according to the 
urgency of the matter, i r necessary by taking a vote. 

(Amendment 9) 

AJ'licie Sa (new) 

Article 8a 

Informing the European Parliament 

The Commission shall keep the European Parliament 
adequately informed of the deliberations of the Committee. 
in keeping with its budgetary powers and its future 
legislative role in relation to Title lIla (visa, asylum, 
immigration and free movement of people) and to 
Article 118 of the EC Treaty as amended by the Treaty of 
Amsterdam_ 

(Amendment 10) 

Artie/e 9 

I. The actiolls ref erred to ill Article 4((/ ) alld (b) /1/(/ ), 

receive a Community finan cial cOl/tribuliOIl wnollllting to {/ 
maxirnwil of 60%. 

However, in exceptional cases, and ill accordal/ ce with criteria 
10 be agreed Ivitll the Committee referred to in Article 7, tl/(/t 
maximul/l shall be 80 '70. 

L The criteria determining financial assistance shall be 
identical to those laid down for the Joint Action adopted by 
the Council on the basis of Article K.3 of the Treaty on 
European Union establishing measures to provide practical 
support in ,-elation to the reception and the voluntary 
repatriation of refugees, displaced persons and asylum 
applicants. 

--
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BY THE COMMISSION 

2. The actions referred to in Article 4(c) may receive a 
Community financial contribution amounting to a maximum of 
90%. 

3. The actions referred to ill Article 4( d), (e) and (j) shall be 
financed entirely by the general budget of the European 
Communities. 

AMENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

2. The actions referred to in Article 4(c), (d), (e) and (I) may 
receive a Community financial contribution amounting to a 
maximum of 80%. 

(Amendment I I) 

Article 10 

I. The Commission shall be responsible for the monitoring 
and evaluation of the measures supported under the pro­
gramme. Monitorillg and evaluation shall be financed from the 
appropriations available for the measures supported. a final 
evaluation, by independent experts, of the actions undertaken 
shall be made after completion of the programme. 

2. The Commission shall present to the European Parlia­
ment and the Council a report 011 the implemelltatioll of the 
programme. incorporating the results of the evaluation carried 
out. at the larest by 1 June 2002. 

I. The Commission shall be responsible for the monitoring 
and evaluation of the measures supported under the pro­
gramme. a single monitoring operation and a single evalu­
ation operation for actions in relation to policy on refugee 
asylum, reception and repatriation shall be financed from 
the appropriations authorised to that end by the budgetary 
authority under the annual budgetary procedure. a final 
evaluation, by independent experts, of the actions undertaken 
shall be made after completion of the programme. 

2. The Commission shall prescnt to the European Parlia­
ment and the Council, no later than 1 June 2001, a summary 
report incorporating the report specified in Article 12 of 
Council Decision [No ... J on a Joint Action adopted by the 
Council on the basis of Article K.3 of the Treaty on 
European Union establishing measures to provide practical 
support in relation to the reception and the voluntary 
repatriation of refugees, displaced persons and asylum 
applicants and incorporating the results of the evaluation 
carried out. This report shall also contain information on 
cooperation with the Committee and on the type and extent 
of the technical assistance used. 

Legislative resolution embodying Parliament's opinion on the proposal for a Council Decision 
establishing a Community action programme to promote the integration of refugees (COM(98)0731 

- C4-0049/99 - 98/0356(CNS)) 

(Consultation procedure) 

The Europeall Parliament, 

having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council, COM(98)073I - 98/0356(CNS) ('), 

having been consulted by the Council pursuant to Article 235 of the EC Treaty (C4-0049/99), 

having regard to Rule 58 of its Rules of Procedure, 

having regard to the report of the Committee on Civil Liberties and Internal Affairs and the opinion of 
the Committee on Budgets (A4-0 I 15/99), 

I. Approves the Commission proposal, subject to Parliament's amendments: 

2. Calls on the Council to notify Parliament should it intend to depart from the text approved by 
Parliament: 

(') OJ C 36. 10.2.1999. p. 20. 
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