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5. Calls on the Government of Djibouti to reopen the political dialogue needed for the reestablishment
of a climate of confidence in the country:

6. Calls on the Government of Djibouti 1o do everything necessary to enable the groups of displaced
persons and refugees, particularly the Afar people, 10 return to their places of origin, ensuring inter alia
that their homes are rebuilt;

7. Calls in this connection on the Commission and the Council to monitor the human rights situation in
Djibouti closely and to ensure that Article 5 of the Lomé Convention, which states that development
cooperation shall be closely linked to respect for and enjoyment of fundamental human rights and
freedoms, is respected;

8. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission. the ACP-EU Joint
Assembly, the OAU and the governments of Djibouti, Ethiopia and Yemen.

(e) B4-0466, 0469, 0476, 0483, 0498 and 0501/99

Resolution on the ratification of the Statute of the International Criminal Court

The European Parliament,

— having regard 1o its earlier resolutions on the International Criminal Court,

A. whereas on 18 July 1998 the Rome Diplomatic Conference adopted the Statute of the Permanent
International Criminal Court,

B. whereas the establishment of the International Criminal Court requires the Statute to be ratified by at
least 60 countries,

C. whereas to date 82 countries have signed the Statute but only three countries — Senegal, Trinidad and
Tobago and San Marino — have also ratified it,

D. whereas it is of the greatest importance for the establishment of an effective. safe intemational court
of law for the International Criminal Court to be instituted and for it to become operational as early as
possible and, at any event. by the end of the year 2000,

E. warmly welcoming the statements made by the Council to the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights in Geneva expressing the Union’s wish for a strong commitment to ratification and the rapid
establishment of the International Criminal Court,

F. whereas in some of the Union’s Member Siates, particularly Italy, France, Belgium and Finland.
substantial progress has already been made in the process of ratifying the Statute of the International
Criminal Court, although to date none of the EU Member States has ratified the Statute,

1. Congratulates the governments and parliaments of Senegal, Trinidad and Tobago and San Marino on
already having ratified the Stawte of the International Criminal Court,

2. Reiterates its urgent call to the governments and parliaments of the Member States to make every
effort to ratify the Statute of the International Criminal Court;

3. Recommends the Member States not to make use of the ‘opt out” (Article 124) whereby they may
exclude war crimes trom the jurisdiction ot the Court for a transitional period of seven years;

4. Urges the Council 1o take all necessary steps to ensure that the Parliaments of the Union’s
I5 Member States are able 1o ratify the Statute of the Tnternational Criminal Court as soon as possible:

5. Calls on the Commission, the Council and the Member States to promote early ratification of the
Statute by each of the applicant states;
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6. Calls on the Council and the Commission to make signing and/or ratification of the Statute of the
International Criminal Court an esscntial negotiating point in concluding future agreements with third
couniries:

7. Calls on the Council and the Commission to do cverything in their power to ¢nsure that third
countries which are linked to the Union by Association or Cooperation Agreements sign and/or ratify the
Statute;

8. Calls on the Council and the Commission to make ratification of the Stawte of the International
Criminal Court by at least 60 countries by the end of the year 2000 a political objective of the Union and
calls on the Council to ensure that this objective is discussed at the forthcoming Cologne European
Council on 3 and 4 June, so that the Unjon can assume an active, determining role at the Preparatory
Committees in July and next autumn;

9. TInstructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Member State
parliaments and the UN Sccretary-General.

27. Situation in the Comoros
B4-0487, 0507 and 0508/99
Resolution on the coup d’état in the Comoros

The European Parliument,

A. whereas the army, led by its chief of staff, Colonel Azali Assoumani, ook power in the Comoros
during the night of 29 and 30 April 1999 and declared the Comoran Constitution and institutions
‘dissolved’; whereas this country has suffered its 18th coup d’état or auempted coup d'érar since it
gained independence on 6 July 1975,

B. recalling the open crisis caused by the secession of the island of Nzwani (formerly Anjouan)in 1997,
resulting in a military confrontation between the islands which left many civilians dead,

C. recalling, also, the armed conflicts between the separatist factions from Nzwani during the period
from October 1998 to February 1999,

D. having regard 10 the inter-island conference which met from 19 to 23 April 1999 in Antananarivo,
under the aegis of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), with the aim of finding a peaceful
solution 1o the crisis,

E. whereas this conference led to the drafting of a framework agrcement laying the foundations for a new
state structure — the Comoran Union — for the three islands of the Comoros which Njazidja (formerly
Grande Comore) and Mwali (formerly Mohéli) immediately endorsed, but which was not signed by
the Nzwani delegation, which wished to consult the island’s people,

F. having regard to the anti-Nzwani demonsirations which ensued on Njazidja, serving as a pretext for
the army’s coup d’éiat,

G. deploring the lack of coordination between, and the off-the-cuff nature of, the mediation efforts
conducted by European leaders,

H. concerned at the implications of this coup d’étar, particularly from a financial point of view, since the
main donors made the granting of financial aid contingent on a return to normality in the Islamic
Republic of Comoros,

[ whereas this country, which is characterised by extreme poverty and severe social inequality, is thus
continuing to suffer the effects of a long period of political instability which is preventing any
economic development and social progress,

J. noting that, since 1997, the Comoran crisis has caused a massive and artificial flow of refugees and

illegal immigrants into the French ‘collectivité territoriale’ of Mayotte,

I.  Condemns the military coup d’état in the Comoros and calls for the immediate restoration of the rule
of law and all the institutions closed down in the wake of the coup d'état;




