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Legislative resolution embodying Parliament's opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive 
amending, with regard to the level of the standard rate, Directive 77/388/EEC on the common 

system of value added tax (COM{98)0693 - C4-0711/98 - 98/0331(CNS» 

(Consultation proct:dure) 

The European Parliamenl, 

having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council, COM(98)0693 - 98/0331 (CNS) ('), 

having been consulted by t.he Council pursuant to Article 99 of the EC Treaty (C4-071 1198), 

having regard to Rule 58 of its Rules of Procedure, 

having regard to the report of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs and Industrial Policy 
(A4-0 129/99), 

I. Approves the Commission proposal; 

2. Calls on the Council \0 notify Parliament shuuld it intend to depart from the text approved by 
Parliament: 

3. Calls for the conciliation procedure to be opened should the Council intend to depart from the text 
approved by Parliament; 

4. Asks to be consulted again should the Council intend to make substantial modifications to the 
Commission proposal; 

5. Instructs its President to forward this opinion to the Council and Commission. 

(') OJ C 409.30. 12 .1998. p. 11 

9. Police cooperation * 

A4-0IlO/99 

I. 

Draft action adopted by the Council on the basis of Article K. 3 of the Treaty on European Union on 
police cooperation on the verge of the adoption of standards for joint operations (14061198 -

C4-0047/99 - 99/0908(CNS» 

The draft was approved with the following amendments: 

COCNCTL 
DRAFT 

AMENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

(Amendment I) 

Cilalion 1 

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, and in 
particular Article K.3 (2)(b) thereof. 

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, in particular 
Article K.3 (2)(b) thereof. the Treaty of Amsterdam and the 
Europol Convention. 
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,\MENDMENTS 
BY PARLIAMENT 

(Amendment 12) 

Reci{(l/ J 

Convinced that , in order to guarantee an area of freedom, 
security and justice, further improvement in cooperation 
between Ihe pulice forces of the Member States is necessary, 

Convinced that, in order to guarantee an area of freedom , 
security and justice, further improvement in cooperation is 
necessary between the police, customs and other competent 
law enforcement bodies of the Member States, whether 
direct or through Europol, 

(Throughout the rest of the text the v.'ord 'po lice' to he 
similarly expanded.) 

(Amendment 3) 

Article I 

In order further to intenSify cooperation between the police 
forces of the Member States, the relevant Coullcil Working 
Party cOlllprising senior police officers of the Member States 
shall meet as required. 

In order further to inten, ify cooperation between the police, 
customs and other competent law enforcement bodies of the 
Member States, a Multidisciplinary Group comprising 
Heads of such bodies and Heads of competent Ministries of 
the Member States shaIl meet as required. 

(Amendment 4) 

Article 2 

Without prejudice to the authority of Europol, and in accord­
ance with the national laws of the Member States, the relevant 
Council Working Part)' composed as described in Article I 
shall address in partiClilar the following sllbjects: 

(a) contillual exchange of information on the priOrities of the 
campaign to fight crime and major police projects which 
would have repercussions on the security concerns of the 
other Member States. 

(b) initiatioll of measures to combat international crime that 
prO\'ide fuller cover of the routes used. 

(c) mixed inspection and search groups and patrols, with 
seconded officers having the status of liai son officials with 
no executive powers, 

(d) exchanges of police officers from all cOlin tries for 
extended periods, 

Without prejudice to the authority of Europol. and in accord­
ance with the national laws of the Member States, the relev~nt 
MultidiSciplinary Group composed as described in Article 1 
shall define, discuss and agree upon: 

(a) the priorities of the campaign to fight crime and major 
police projects which are likely to have repercussions on 
the security concerns of the Member States , 

(b) the institution of measures to combat international crime 
including the following: 

(i) establishing an effective information exchange and 
setting up an Early Warning System of criminal 
activities; 

(ii) conducting investigations of routes used for illegal 
activities and the transport of illegal goods, 

(c) the establishment of mixed inspection operations at the 
external borders including harbours and airports, with 
seconded officers having the status of liaison offiCials with 
no executive powers, 

(d) exchanges of police, customs and other competent law 
enforcement teams for joint im'estigations against 
criminal organisations active in several or all Member 
States, 
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(e) joint training events and pmctical exercises. 

(f) ha rmon isation of technical communica tions systems 
bctwee n Member States' police Juras. 

AMl:--JDMENTS 
llY PARLI AMENT 

(el joint training evcnts and prac ti ca l exercise>, 

(f) harmonisat ion of techni ca l communications systems 
between Member States' police, customs and other 
competent law enforcement authorities. 

(Amendment 5) 

Arric/e 3( I ) 

I. One representative of Europol shall he invited to mee t-
ings and shall have fhe righf In speak. 

I. One representati ve of Europol shall be invited to and 
involved in meet ings an d, where appropriate, in discussions, 
planning and implementation 'of the measures referred to 
in Article 2. 

(Amendment 6) 

Arfic/e 3(2) 

2. Senior police officers of fhose States negoti ating to 
accede to the European Union may be invited. Such invitations 
may be confined to individual agenda items. 

2. Sen ior police, customs and other competent law 
enforcement officers of States either negutiating to accede to 
the Eurorean Union or having relations with Europol 
pursuant to Article 42(2) of the Europol Convention may be 
inv ited. Such invitati ons may be confined to individual agenda 
items. 

Legislative resolution embodying Parliament's opinion on the draft joint action adopted by the 
Council on the basis of Article K,3 of the Treaty on European Lnion on police cooperation on the 
verge of the adoption of standards for joint operations (14061198 - C4-0047/99 - 9910908(CNS)) 

(Consultation procedure) 

The Ellropean Pariiomelll, 

havi ng regard to the draft joint action 14061 /98 - 99/09U8(C:-I5). 

having regard to Article K.3(2)(b) of the Treaty on European Llni on. 

having been consulted by the Council pursuant to the second paragra ph or Article K.6 of the Treaty on 
European Uni on (C4-0047/99), 

having regard to Rule S~ of its Rules of Procedure, 

having regard to the report of the Committee on Civil Li berti es and Inte rna l Affairs (A4-0 110/99). 

I. Approves the Council' s draft , subj ect to Parliament's amendmen ts; 

2. Calls on the Council to alter its draft accordingly ; 

3. Asks to be consulted aga in should the Cou ncil intend to make substan tial modifications to the text 
approved hy Parliament; 

4. Instructs its President to forward thi s opi nion to the Council and Commission. 


