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NOTE 
from Presidency 

to Customs Cooperation Working Party 
Nos prevo docs: OJ C 24, 23.1.1998, p. 1 (Naples II); OJ L 191,7.7.1998, p. 1. 

6337/99 ENFOCUSTOM 13 + COR 1 
Subject: Mutual adrninistrative=assistance in customs matters 

- Proposal for a Member States' handbook 

(a) EC Member States' customs authorities are cooperating closely in a spirit of trust to combat 

smuggling and fraud in a whole range of areas. The focus of practical cooperation is on: 

• spontaneous infonnation (Member State report)-and 

• the submission and execution of request procedures for law enforcement cooperation 

(question - answer). 

The necessary legal basis exists for mutual administrative assistance in customs matters . 

However, the same avoidable problems affecting cooperation and the investigation of 

situations always arise at the practical implementation stage. 

Request procedures undoubtedly need to be executed swiftly, purposefully and in full. The 

handbook provides recommendations for practical cooperation between customs 

administrations. 
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REV 1 COR2 

LIMITE 

ENFOCUSTOM 13 

CORRIGENDUM TO THE NOTE 

from : 
to 
No. prevo doc.: 
Subject : 

Page 1 

Presidency 
Customs Cooperation Working Party 
6337/1/99 ENFOCUSTOM 13 REV 1 
Mutual administrative assistance in customs matters 

- Proposal for a Member States'handbook 

In the "Subject" of the document the words "Proposal for a " are deleted. 

Page 3 

The word "Draft" at the top of the page is deleted. 
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Presidency 
Customs Cooperation Group 
6337/1/99 ENFOCUSTOM 13 REV 1 

Brussels,1 September 1999 
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Subject: Mutual administrative assistance in customs matters 
- Member States' handbook 

Page 4 

Point 2.1 : 

The second sentence reads as follows: 

"It should be avoided to present a request if its purpose is to uncover and identify, without 

providing specific clues, a situation hitherto undisclosed. " 

The fourth sentence reads as follows: 

"Exceptions to this should be accompanied by supporting reasons. " 

The fifth sentence reads as follows: 

"Requests should not be submitted if they entail clearly disproportionate expenditure for the 

requested authority and the requesting authority is aware of this fact. " 
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Point 2.2. : 

The second sentence reads as follows: 

"Comprehensive enclosures should be numbered, classified by subject and, where appropriate, 

accompanied by an index. " 

Point 2.3. : 

The subtitle reads as follows: 

"The request should contain the following data . " 

The last point reads as follows: 

"- the preferred working language to be used, where the relevant legal basis provides a choice. " 
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Point 3.3. : 

The first, second and third sentence reads as follows: 

"A request shall normally be replied to in writing . The reply shall be accompanied by an 

investigation report and, where appropriate, any relevant data. The reply should contain following 

data. " 
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