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LIMITE 

ENFOCUSTOM 55 

No . prev, doc.: 9260/99 ENFOCUSTOM 32; 10568/99 ENFOCUSTOM 39 
Subject: Setting up a computerised records system for customs purposes in European 

Union Member States 
- Demarcation from Customs Information System 

During discussion of the German proposal many delegations took the view that there was no real 

need for a records system for customs purposes, as most personal data were already contained in the 

Customs Information System, and there was no reason for the data to be processed twice in two 

separate data bases. 

However, the German delegation stands by its view that the systems serve different purposes and so 

normally contain different data. This does not preclude the possibility that the same data may 

sometimes be stored in both systems. 

The fact that the two data bases serve different purposes also has an impact on the way they are 

used. 

Details may be seen from the attached table. 
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Customs Information System (CIS) - Criminal Records system 

Main differences 

i a) General differences 
Purpose of the personal data 

Data base serving similar 
purposes 

Nature of cases entered in the 
system in terms of mutual 
assistance 
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CIS 

Assistance with customs 
clearance during control 
measures 

Schengen Information System 

Requests to as yet 
unidentified customs 
authorities for mutual 
assistance by means of 
discreet surveillance or 
specific checks 

DGHll 

Criminal records system 

Assisting customs criminal 
investigation branches in 
investigations linked with 
other investigations, past or 
present 
Information System referred 
to in Article 7 of the Europol 
Convention 
Information on display to 
unidentified customs 
investigation authorities, 
indicating the existence of 
information on criminal 
conduct which may, if 
requested, throw more light 
on persons or firms involved 
in criminal proceedings which 
those authorities may be 
conducting 
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(b) Entry of data 

Nature of cases entered in the 
systems 
Conditions for entry 

Entry of current cases 
Entry of past cases 

Retention of data 

( c) Consultation of data 

Access by 
Reason for consultation 

Procedure to be followed in 
the event of a hit 

Procedure to be followed if 
there is no hit 
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Solely cases for which control 
measures have been requested 
Real indications to suggest 
that the person concerned has 
committed, is in the act of 
committing or will commit a 
serious (!) contravention 
Yes 
Only if of interest for the 
control measures requested 
Only for the time necessary to 
achieve the purpose for which 
it was included; annual 
reVIew 

Customs officers 
Event relating to customs 
clearance 

Contact with the supplying 
body, if necessary further 
cooperation under Naples 
--------------

DGHII 

All new investigations 

None; data need not be 
entered if case is clearly 
minor or of no importance to 
other EU Member States 

Yes 
Yes 

Ten years; deletion in the 
event of discharge, release or 
acquittal 

Investigating officers 
lnvestigati ve proceedings; 
routine consultation every 
time the consulting authority 
enters details of a new 
investigation 
Request to supplying body for 
information on the 
intelligence available 
Entry of data on the 
investigative proceedings 
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