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Access by asylum authorities to the Schengen Information System pursuant to 
Article 96 of the Schengen Convention 

Further to its note of 17 June 1998, the Gennan delegation presents herewith a list from the Federal 

Ministry of the Interior describing the situation in the individual Schengen States as regards access 

by the asylum authorities to the Schengen Information System under Article 96 of the Schengen 

Convention. In some cases the infonnation given may no longer be up-to-date. 

I. AustTia 

According to Austria's Dublin Convention office {Duhlinreferat}, the Federal Asylum Office 

(Bundesasylamt) has access to the SIS. The Dublinreferat is also directly connected to 

the SIS. 
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2. Belgium 

Asylum applications and Dublin Convention cases are examined by the central Aliens Office. 

While all the offices enjoy unrestricted access to the SIS for asylum purposes, only the 

department responsible for illegal aliens (and its duty offices) and the department responsible 

for visas have direct access. However, there are practical reasons for this, since access for all 

departments would be too costly and involve too much effort. 

3. France 

Direct access to the SIS is available to the prefectures, where aliens lodge their asylum 

applications and which are responsible for questioning aliens as to their itinerary in the event 

that the application is referred to another Member State. 

The Dublin Convention office at the DLPAJ and the OFPRA, the authority responsible for 

examining asylum applications, are in direct contact with the French SIRENE Bureau but are 

not linked to the SIS. 

4. The Netherlands 

All asylum applications filed in the Netherlands are examined to ascertain whether the 

applicant is the subject of a SIS alert. This task is performed by the Aliens Office, which 

handles all asylum applications. 

Although the Dublin Convention office is not directly connected to the SIS, each official has 

telephone numbers to hand which can be used at any time to obtain the necessary information. 

This is provided without any problem by the Royal Netherlands Military Constabulary (the 

border authority), which is housed in the same building. 

5. Italy 

Although the Dublin Convention office has no direct access to the SIS, all inquiries that have 

to be made in response to a readmission request from another Member State are conducted by 

the police (public safety department). The latter have direct access to all SIS data. 

Asylum applications are lodged with the police, either at the border or with the local police in 

the interior. The police also question the applicant as to the reasons for his or her application. 

Infom1ation contained in the SIS may also be used when asylum applications are processed. 
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6. Spain 

The Spanish asylwn authorities (located at the Ministry) enjoy direct access to the SIS, unlike 

the Dublin Convention office, which has to obtain the necessary infonnation from the police. 

7. Portugal 

Portugal's Dublin Convention office has no direct access to the SIS. 

As far as the national procedure is concerned, decisions on asylwn applications are still taken 

by the Ministry, which does not have direct access to tbe Schengen Infonnation System. 

However, on 25 May 1998 a legal amendment came into force transferring responsibility for 

decisions on asylwn applications to the inunigration authorities. As a result the authorities 

responsible for dealing with applications also have direct access to the SIS. 

8. Greece 

According to our infonnation, the Greek offices responsible for matters connected with 

asylum and the Dublin Convention have no direct access to the SIS. However, access to the 

relevant iufonnation is said to be guaranteed. 

The Gennan delegation would be obliged if the other Joint Supervisory Authority delegations could 

check the above details and make the necessary corrections and/or additions. 

On the basis of the infonnation received, it should be possible for the Joint Supervisory Authority to 

take a vote. 
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