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10895/99 SIS 36 CATS 24 COMIX 227
11609/99 SIS 44 COMIX 299
11777/99 SIS 47 COMIX 323
11877/99 SIS 50 COMIX 330
12542/99 SIS 54 COMIX 388
12735/99 SIS 58 COMIX 402
12736/99 SIS 59 COMIX 403
12752/99 SIS 60 COMIX 406
12800/99 SIS 61 COMIX 417
12803/99 SIS 62 COMIX 420
Subject : Access to the Schengen Information System for vehicle registration authorities

As requested by the Article 36 Committee and based on the information given by the delegations,
the Presidency hereby gives a rough summary of the national solutions that the Member States have
sought or are still seeking in order to guarantee their vehicle registration authorities access to the

information in the SIS about stolen vehicles in order to combat crime in this area.

[t has to be noted that, because of national legislation and regulations, the solution applicable in one

Member State will not necessarily be suitable for another Member State.
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I. Overview

. Direct access to the SIS

The Portuguese vehicle registration authority has, as a body of the Portuguese Ministry of the
Interior, direct access to the information of the SIS relating to Article 100 (3) (a) and (b).
Spain is equally looking for a solution whereby the personnel of the vehicle registration
authority would have direct access but encounters difficulties owing to the nature of the civil

servants who are responsible for processing registrations.

2. Access to the SIS via personnel with police capacities

(V8]

Belgium will ensure that its vehicle registration authority has access to the SIS through that part
of its personnel that is sworn in and can thus be regarded as police officers.
The Netherlands are planning to officialise the secondment of the police officers at the vehicle

registration authority.

. Request for information through police authorities

The French vehicle registration authority has no access to the SIS, but in case of doubts about
the validity of the documents submitted with an application for registration of a vehicle, the
authority will contact the local police authorities to do the necessary investigations.

The German vehicle registration authority will, in future, submit a list of vehicle identification
numbers to the BKA every day. The BKA will study these identification numbers and compile a
list of those for which a hit has been made and forward this list to the vehicle registration
authority.

In Austria, motor vehicle insurers will be responsible for vehicle registration from the end of
1999 on but will continue to be supervised by the vehicle registration authorities. The
registration data will be forwarded, via the Austrian Association of Insurers, to the Central
Register of Motor Vehicles of the Federal Ministry of the Interior. This Ministry will compare
these data with the SIS data.

The Greek services responsible for issuing vehicle licenses do not have direct access rights to
SIS data. These services are not police services, nor do police officers serve in them. If,
however, there is any suspicion that the vehicle to be registered might be stolen, the vehicle

registration authority will contact the competent police authority to request information.
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4. No access to the SIS

- The Luxembourg services responsible for issuing vehicle licenses do not have direct access
rights to SIS data. These services are not police services, nor do police officers serve in them.
However, Luxembourg is studying a solution whereby its vehicle registration authority would
get a limited access to the SIS, in the sense that if a hit occurs, the vehicle registration authority
would get a message that it should contact the SIRENE office, without futher details about the
vehicle.

- InIceland, the vehicle registration is operated by a private company which has no police power
and would therefore not have access to the SIS. However, the Icelandic delegation is
investigating how contacts can be made between the vehicle registration authority and the SIS.

- The fact that Norway and Finland still have duty and tax on the import of used vehicles gives
the opportunity to have these vehicles checked against the SIS as they are being cleared at
Customs. The Norwegian and Finnish delegations deem it therefore not necessary that their

vehicle registration authority gets access to the SIS.

Il. Conclusion

From the description of the different solutions, it can be concluded that most countries have found

or will find a way to ensure that no stolen vehicles are legally being registered in their country.

These solutions are more or less direct and more or less complicated, depending on national

legislation and regulations about:

- nature of the vehicle registration authority (private or public body) and /or their relationship to
authorities with access to the SIS,

- nature of the personnel working in the vehicle registration authority;

- possibilities for implementing organisational solutions to check the registration data against the

SIS.

The Member States that were not yet able to implement a solution will hopefully find some
inspiration in the solutions found by other Member States and can get more information in bilateral

contacts, when this is deemed necessary or useful.
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The Article 36 Committee is invited to take note of the above information and to indicate
whether it is still necessary to start a procedure to amend the Schengen Convention on this

issue or whether such an amendment can be considered in the frame of the discussions on

SIS II.

If the Article 36 Committee deems it useful, the Joint Supervisory Authority can be informed about

the national solutions described above.
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