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EUROSTAR IMMIGRATION RACKET CRACKDOWN 

The United Kingdom and France today finalised plans to take tough action to 
stop illegal immigration via Eurostar services . 

Jack Straw, the Home Secretary and his French counterpart Monsieur 
Chevenement agreed that British immigration officers will be allowed to check 
passengers before they board the Eurostar in France, and that French officers 
will be able to operate checks on services from the UK. 

Mr Straw said , 

"This treaty will allow British Immigration officers to check people 
before they embark to the United Kingdom aboard Eurostar services 
at Gare du Nord, Lille and Calais Frethun . The original Channel Fixed 
Link Protocol had no provision for such checks to be made. 

" Although the new measures have to be ratified , they should come into 
force next year and will increase our efforts to deter unfounded 
asylum seekers and the people who organise the illegal immigration 
rackets. In the meantime the French Government has agreed to step 
up their departure checks on people getting on to Eurostar so that 
those with inadequate documentation cannot board the trains . 

"I am grateful to the French Government for its co-operation and I have 
stressed that I believe these controls vital to tackling this problem." 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. This Additional Protocol which will bring in these arrangements has to be 
ratified by both states. We expect that the first British Immigration officers 
will be in place next summer. French Immigration Officers will be able to 
operate in Waterloo and Ashford initially, and St. Pancras when it is used 
for services from France. 

2. In March this year, Mr Straw and M. Chevenement initialled an agreement 
to work on these proposals. (see Home Office PN 061/2000) Today's 
signing ceremony at the Justice and Home Affairs Council in Brussels 
marked its formal agreement between the two countries. 


