COUNCIL OF Brussels, 27 January 2000
THE EUROPEAN UNION

5510/00
LIMITE
SIRENE 5
COMIX 69
OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS
of : WORKING PARTY ON SIRENE (MIXED COMMITTEE NORWAY/ICELAND)

On: 19 JANUARY 2000

I. Mixed Committee with Iceland and Norway

1.  Adoption of the agenda

The agenda as set out in telex N° 0074 of 07 January 2000 was adopted with following
modifications:

5a) access of Europol to the SIS

5b) data exchange between SIRENES

5¢) temporary closure of the Belgian borders

2. Program of the Portuguese Presidency
The Portuguese Presidency presented its working program, insisting on the importance for the
integration of the Nordic States in the SIS. The Presidency also explained its intention to organise a

joint meeting with the working party on Police co-operation on 29/2/2000.

3. Organisational matters
3.a Proposals for preparing the Nordic countries for operation in the SIS — exchange of the

“dossiers” relating to art. 95
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The Presidency presented document 5003/00 on the subject.

Answering a question from a delegation, the Presidency explained that a SIS-TECH meeting would
take place on 24 January 2000 to discuss if and what measures could be taken in order to ascertain
the technical integration of the Nordic States by October 2000. The results of that meeting would be
announced as soon as possible.

Following subjects were also discussed:

- whether the exchange of files would only use X.400 or whether CD-ROMs could be used.

- whether a formal approval was needed from other authorities before starting the exchange

- the possibility that information was modified between the date of verification and the date of
exchange

- the responsibility of the SIRENE bureau’s in case information were distributed that was no longer

up to date

The working party accepted document 5003/00. It was agreed to use X.400 for the exchange of
“dossiers”. However countries that wished to do so could exchange files on a bilateral basis using
CD-ROM. The Presidency would urge the SIS-TECH working group to implement a X.400

solution as soon as possible

3.b Nordic Countries officers’ training

The group discussed the organisation of a training for officers of the Nordic countries, based on the
contributions of the Belgian and Dutch delegations. No agreement could be reached on the number
of participants, the organising country and the level of knowledge of the participants.

The group asked that the expert group prepare a proposal for the 9 of February meeting concerning
the planning of the course for Nordic officers and indicate which Member state could be best suited
for organising it.

The Commission delegation indicated that if one or more Member States would introduce a request
for funding these courses in the frame of the OISIN program, the Commission would do its best to
support the request. However, the possibilities for receiving funding would be limited in view of the

number of requests and the priorities set out for the OISIN program.

4.  Operational matters

4.a SIRPIT project plan

The German delegation presented document 5288/00 SIRENE 4 COMIX 54 about the start of the
pilot phase for the SIRPIT project. The group took note of the document.
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4.b SIS tables for vehicle makes

The group discussed document 116471/1/99 REV 1 SIRENE 32 COMIX 302 that had been revised
to take into account the remarks made by delegations in the last meeting. The Austrian delegation
could not lift its reservation (see document 14267/99 SIRENE 60 COMIX 527). The delegation
considered that the list was not practical since it contained manufacturers instead of car makes.

The delegation suggested that help from the General Secretariat could solve some of the problems
related to the manufacture and maintenance of the list.

The document would be discussed again next meeting.

4.c Procedures for the restitution of seized objects.
Document 5088/00 SIRENE 2 COMIX 16, updating doc. SCH/OR.SIS-SIRENE(97) 66 rev. 2 was
presented .Member States are requested to check the information available for their country and/or

complete the tables were necessary.

4.d Indemnity for damages (art. 116 CAAS)
Document 5089/00 SIRENE 3 COMIX 17, updating doc. SCH/OR.SIS-SIRENE(98) 15 was
presented. Member States are requested to check the information available for their country and/or

complete the tables were necessary.

4. e Co-operation in border areas (missing persons)

This item was not discussed.

5. Any other business

5.a Access to SIS for Europol

The Austrian delegation asked the group to consider the questions of access for Europol to the SIS
and the possible long term implications for the infrastructure (see also document 10629/99 SIS 31
COMIX 171). Delegations could contact their colleagues in the Europol working party to inform
about evolutions.

The Presidency promised to follow up on the discussion concerning this point and to report to the

SIRENE working party.
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5.b Data exchange between SIRENEs

The Austrian delegation informed the group about several technical problems reported by the
Austrian SIRENE office (document 5022/00 SIS-TECH 6 COMIX 10) concerning the operational
exchange of forms between the SIRENE offices. Those problems seem to be caused by ignoring
some of the rules that have been agreed upon

The Presidency indicated that the problem has been discussed in the last SIS-TECH working party

and that this group is working on a solution.

5. ¢ Temporary closure of the Belgian borders
The Belgian delegation gave information about the recent, temporary closure of the borders by the

Belgian authorities.

I1. Council Working Party on SIRENE

1.  Approval of the proposals prepared by the Mixed Committee

Agenda point 3a document 5003/00 is accepted; delegations could, after bilateral

agreement, exchange files on CD-ROM; the Presidency will urge the SIS-
TECH working group to implement X.400 solutions as soon as possible.

3b the expert group will forward a proposal concerning the planning of the
course for Nordic officers and the Member state which is best suited for
organising it.

4b document 11647/1/99 will be discussed again in the next meeting

Sa the Presidency would follow up on the discussion concerning the possible

access of Europol to the SIS and report to the SIRENE working party
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