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Subject : Initiative of the Kingdom of Denmark with a view to the adoption of a Council

Framework Decision on combating serious environmental crime

Delegations were informed of the following:

Denmark's initiative with a view to the adoption of a Council Framework Decision on
combating serious environmental crime had been revised by the Legal/Linguistic Experts
(5343/00 DROIPEN 1).

At its meeting on 3 February 2000, Coreper had agreed to the publication of Denmark's
initiative in the Official Journal . Such publication would take place within the next few

weeks,

The consultation procedure with the European Parliament had begun. The European

Parliament had been asked to forward its opinion in the first half of July 2000.

Sweden entered a linguistic reservation at that meeting. That reservation has since been
withdrawn following the revision of the Swedish version of the document (5343/1/00
DROIPEN 1 REV 1).
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The President pointed out that the Danish proposal comprised four parts in addition to the final
provisions: the first part relating to substantive criminal law (Articles 1-5), the second part to
cooperation between Member States (Articles 6-9), the third part to a register of information
(Articles 10-13) and the fourth part to the obligation of Member States to ratify the 1998 Council of

Europe Convention, if possible without reservations (Article 14).

It was noted that ratification of the 1998 Council of Europe Convention would enable certain
provisions of the Danish proposal to be dispensed with. On the other hand, several provisions of
the proposal enhanced the 1998 Convention by providing for the possibility of extraditing
perpetrators of environmental crime, allowing legal persons to be pursued and restricting the scope

for entering reservations.

It was recalled that protection of the environment was one of the issues raised in the conclusions of

the Tampere European Summit.

A preliminary analysis of Member States’ replies to questionnaire 8973/99 DROIPEN 1 ! indicated
that although nine EU Member States had signed the Council of Europe Convention, none had
ratified it to date >. Moreover, several Member States had suggested that they might enter
reservations when ratifying that Convention. However, the Working Party noted that the possible
difficulties reported by Portugal in its reply to the questionnaire had been resolved, and that nothing
now stood in the way of that country signing and ratifying the 1998 Convention.

The Commission representative informed the Working Party of the work in progress and the
first-pillar structures introduced in the field of environmental protection. That information would

be set out in a Commission note.

The Danish delegation pointed out that the provisions of its proposal relating to a register and
cooperation were linked to the examination under way in a different context concerning a Danish
proposal aiming to extend Europol's terms of reference. In view of the current situation with regard
to those issues, the delegation proposed that work on its initiative should initially be restricted to

substantive criminal law.

! 14 replies, including several provisional replies, had been received by the General Secretariat.
2 To date, 11 members of the Council of Europe had signed the Convention.
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It was noted that several delegations had entered reservations or scrutiny reservations on the Danish

initiative at this stage.

On the basis of the above, it was agreed that:

- those countries which had not yet replied (or which had replied only in part) to questionnaire
8973/99 DROIPEN 1 would forward their (supplementary) replies as soon as possible so that

the Secretariat could draft a summary;

- the Commission would forward a note summarising the existing legal instruments, work in

progress and the structures introduced under the first pillar;

- the Working Party would resume its examination of this issue on the basis of a working
document containing only those provisions of the Danish proposal which related to
substantive criminal law. The document would be based as far as possible on the wording of
the Council of Europe Convention, and would be restricted to subjects already covered by the

1998 Convention and by Denmark's initiative.

6174/00 lin/HM/jw 3
DG H III EN




