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DRAFT 

COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION 

of 

on voluntary return 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, 

Having regard to the measures advocated in the Vienna action plan in the immigration field relating 

to the establishment of a coherent EU policy on repatriation, 

Having regard to the conclusions of the Tampere European Council which recommend that 

voluntary return be promoted, 

HEREBY RECOMMENDS: 

1. that Member States must aim at programmes to support the voluntary return of third-country 

nationals, in accordance with their respective national legislation, through the conclusion of 

cooperation protocols, in particular with the 10M, without prejudice to other bodies or 

organisations; 

2. that these programmes must be directed towards covering all the categories of immigrants 

who are nationals of third countries; 

3. that the protocols mentioned must also envisage the carrying out of publicity campaigns, 

using as a privileged channel the 10M and non-goverrunental organisations whose vocation is 

to cooperate in this field; 
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4. that the Member States consult one another on applicants for voluntary return support 

programmes to make it impossible for them to obtain successive entitlements to assistance; 

5. that the Member States must define appropriate chatmels for this purpose; 

6. that the Member States' responses to the consultations must be made without prejudice to the 

legislation concerning personal data protection. 

Done at Bnlssels, 
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For the Council 

The President 
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