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COUNCIL OF Brussels, 18 February 2000
THE EUROPEAN UNION
6287/00
LIMITE
SIS 22
COMIX 175

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of : WORKING PARTY ON SIS (MIXED COMMITTEE NORWAY/ICELAND)
on: 17 FEBRUARY 2000

1.  Adoption of the agenda

The agenda as set out in telex N° 516 of 8 February 2000 was adopted with following additions:
- point 4e: IDC costs

- point 8b: remark of the German delegation on the outcome of proceedings of 12 January

The Swedish delegation requested that it be noted that there was no interpretation into Swedish

available.

2. SIS1+

2.a Planning

Integration of the Nordic countries into the SIS

The President of the Working Party on SIS-Technology extensively presented document 5719/1/00
REV 1 SIS-TECH 58 COMIX 105, explaining the different possible plannings for integrating the

Nordic countries into the SIS.
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After some discussion whereby specific comments and questions from the delegations were
answered, the meeting agreed to apply the alternative planning, as set out in the above-mentioned

document, which was the planning agreed on by the technical group as well.

The French delegation then presented a draft codicil to the C.SIS 1+ contract (cf. document 6040/00
SIS 15 COMIX 151) aimed to take account of the modifications induced by the alternative planning
chosen for the integration of the Nordic countries. Responding to a question of the German
delegation, the French delegation specified that this proposal was accepted by ATOS.

The meeting agreed on this document, allowing the works to proceed.

The Chairman further presented, for information, document 5113/1/00 REV 1 SIS-TECH 19
COMIX 26, including an overview of the costs for stage II of the C.SIS 1+ project, which was
updated with the definite figures.

Communication costs during the tests
The meeting accepted the principles laid down in document 5954/00 SIS 13 COMIX 140

concerning the distribution of the communication costs during tests.

Access points for Iceland to the Sirene phase Il network

The Working Party agreed on document 6059/00 SIS 16 COMIX 153, mandating thereby the
General Secretariat to proceed with the order of the access points for Iceland to the SP II network,
taking into account the maximum budget set out in the document.

The Secretariat will report on the solution that will be selected and the definite associated costs.

2.b Exchange of Article 95 files
The President of the Working Party on SIRENE presented document 5003/00 SIRENE 1 COMIX 3,
which sets out the legal, technical and organisational conditions for exchanging the Article 95 files

between the operational and new Nordic SIRENE offices.

After a laborious discussion about practical details, legal conditions, involvement of the SIS-
Technology Working Group and the general timetable for the execution of this exchange, following

was concluded:
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3.
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document SIRENE 1 would be amended in the sense that the condition of ratification of the SIC
would be deleted and that both the legal and technical conditions must be fulfilled before the
exchange of files can commence;

the Working Party on SIS-Technology would be mandated to draw up a plan for and ensure as
soon as possible the technical integration of the Nordic SIRENE offices and the exchange of
files, working in close co-operation with the SIRENE Working Group for this;

the Article 36 Committee would be requested to monitor the fulfilment of the legal conditions.

SISNET

.a Status report

The meeting took note of the status report and the updated planning as set out in documents
5847/00 SIS 12 COMIX 122 and 12857/2/99 REV 2 SIS 65 COMIX 424 respectively.

3.b Financial regulation

The Chairman presented the financial regulation for the SISNET project, included in document
6039/00 SIS 14 COMIX 150. He explained that because the call for tender procedure was already

running and consultancy costs were already being made, it was important to have this document

approved as soon as possible and ideally even at this meeting.

The Working Group was, however, not able to arrive at an advice about this regulation because of

several linguistic and study reservations. More specifically, following comments were made:

the Spanish delegation suggested that the legal basis be extended to include the second and
fourth paragraph of Article 2(1) of the Schengen Protocol to the Amsterdam Treaty as well as
Article 41(3) TEU;

several delegations expressed doubts about the necessity of the proposed Advisory Committee

and the delays this might cause.

The Council Legal Service stated that the Article 36 Committee in its last meeting did not object to

the legal basis as proposed and therefore this was included as such.
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On the Advisory Committee, the Council Legal Service explained that this was part of the normal
procedure in the European institutions as well as in (most) Member States. Moreover, this objective
control of the procedure would help to defend the Deputy Secretary General as well as the Member

States against any claims of irregularities in the procedure.

Given the urgency of the matter, the Chairman invited all delegations to quickly finalise their
analysis of the document. The Presidency at SIS and Article 36 level would consider how to
proceed: present the document as such to the Article 36 Committee of 28-29 February or foresee an
additional meeting of the SIS Working Group to discuss and agree on the document while providing
for a written procedure in the Article 36 Committee. Delegations would evidently be informed on

this procedural decision.

4.  Budgetary aspects
4.a Annual report of approved C.SIS installation expenditure
The meeting agreed on document 5591/00 SIS 10 COMIX 84, which would be submitted to the

Atrticle 36 Committee and later on to the Council.

4.b Helpdesk
The Working Party accepted document 5249/00 SIS 6 COMIX 53 about the additional budget
necessary for the Helpdesk costs. The General Secretariat would present at the next meeting a

document to be submitted to the Article 36 Committee and the Council on this subject.

4. ¢ Comments on Schengen accounts
Since only the German delegation commented the Schengen accounts, it was agreed that this
delegation would bilaterally contact the General Secretariat to clarify and answer any further

questions this delegation might have.

4.d Penalties for the working of the Sirene Phase IT network
The Working Group agreed on document 6204/00 SIS 20 COMIX 173 and the Secretariat would
thus apply the penalties accordingly.
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4.¢ JDC costs
The meeting accepted document 6205/00 SIS 21 COMIX 174 about the costs for the expertise of
JDC during the period October to December 1999.

5. Access of vehicle registration authorities to the SIS

The Chairman presented document 14166/2/99 REV 2 SIS 78 COMIX 518 and explained that the
changes in this last revision concerned the additional information about Sweden and the reference to
document 8835/99 SIS 8 COMIX 18.

As this could now be considered a complete document, the meeting accepted it and agreed to

submit it to the Article 36 Committee.

6. SISII

The Chairman presented document 10629/2/99 REV 2 SIS 31 COMIX 171 and invited the
delegations to study and comment it once all language versions would be available.

On a request of the UK delegation, the last part of the sentence under point 3.3.1 would be deleted
to avoid any confusion about the possible time of integration of the UK.

The document would be further discussed at the next meeting. Once the Working Party on SIRENE
would finalise its list of functional requirements, it would be put in annex to this general document

to be submitted to the Article 36 Committee.

7.  Data security policy

Although the Presidency proposed to start elaborating a rather concrete but still general data
security policy, it was agreed that all delegations would analyse document 12085/99 SIS 52
COMIX 352 and comment it in writing if they wished to do so. The Presidency also invited the
delegations to consider what the objectives of this document should be, so that a conclusion could
be added before submitting it to the Article 36 Committee.

The French delegation drew attention to the fact that other working groups were also dealing with

these issues and suggested that some co-operation should be sought.
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8. Other business
8.a SIRENE Q-form
Since the Swedish delegation introduced a substantive reservation, the approval of document

10781/3/99 REV 3 SIRENE 19 COMIX 209 was postponed.

8.b Remark on the outcome of proceedings of 12 January 2000

The German delegation proposed following modification of its statement under point 6b of
document 5355/00 SIS 7 COMIX 57:

Instead of "The German delegation will propose a document containing a general evaluation of the
situation. This document will also be passed to the Aricle. 36 Committee.”, this delegation proposes
following wording: “The German delegation proposed to draw the attention of the Article 36
Committee to the general evaluation of the situation as presented in document 8835/99 SIS 8
COMIX 18. This delegation will propose an according amendment of 14166/1/99 SIS 78 REV 1
COMIX 518."

9.  Confirmation of decisions, prepared in the Mixed Committee, by the Council Working Party
on the SIS

Agendapoint 2a agreed on alternative solution set out in document 5719/1/00 REV 1 SIS-
TECH 58
approved document 5954/00 SIS 13
approved document 6040/00 SIS 15
approved document 6059/00 SIS 16
taken note of document 5113/1/00 REV 1 SIS-TECH 19
2b approved document 5003/00 SIRENE 1 with amendments
4a approved document 5591/00 SIS 10, which will be sent to A36 Committee
4b approved document 5249/00 SIS 6
4d approved document 6204/00 SIS 20
4e approved document 6205/00 SIS 21
5 approved document 14166/2/99 REV 2 SIS 78, which will be sent to A36

Committee
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