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COUNCIL OF 
THE EUROPEAN UNION 

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS 

of: 
on: 

Customs Cooperation Group 
24 and 25 February 2000 

A. Customs Cooperation Group (24.2.2000) 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

Brussels, 8 March 2000 

6665/00 

LIMITE 

ENFOCUSTOM 17 

The Group adopted the agenda as set out in telex 538 of 14 February 2000. 

2. Implementation of the Naples II Convention: Questionnaire for the drafting of a customs 

cooperation handbook (5963/00 ENFOCUSTOM 11, 6704/2/98 ENFOCUSTOM 18 REV 2 

+CORl) 

The Group took note of the answers of the French, Portuguese and Swedish delegations to the 

above questionnaire. 

The Presidency invited delegations to send their answers by the end of April 2000. 
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3. Powers of Member States' customs officials, including criminal investigation powers: draft 

questionnaire (5252/00 ENFOCUSTOM 3 UD 2) 

The Presidency 

announced that the questionnaire will also be presented to the Heads of EU Customs 

Administrations; 

invited delegations to design a national contact point in each Member State (a list of contact 

points was filled in during the meeting); 

informed that a Franco-Italian team will visit all Member States in view of discussing 

possible questions with the contact persons. 

4. Customs Iuformation System under the third pillar. Protection of personal data ( 5260/00 

ENFOCUSTOM 5) 

The German delegation presented the letter which was sent to the European Commission in order 

to request a review of the current version of the Customs Information System computer 

programme and in particular to check that it complies with legal requirements. 

The representative of the Commission informed the Group of the results of the meeting that took 

place in the OLAF premises and announced that a new meeting on this issue will take place at 

the end of March 2000. 
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5. Evaluation of the implementation of the Council Resolution of 29 November 1996 on the 

drawing up of police/customs agreements in the fight against drugs (5488/00 

ENFOCUSTOM 8) 

and 

6. Evaluation of the implementation of the Joint Action on Memoranda of Understanding 

between customs authorities and business organisations in combating drug trafficking 

(5485/00 ENFOCUSTOM 7) 

The Group 

took note of the above documents presented by the German delegation; 

invited the President to transmit these documents to the Article 36 Committee. 

7. Action plan to combat Internet fraud (5254/00 ENFOCUSTOM 4) 

The French delegation presented a room document with suggestions resulting from the European 

seminar on Internet fraud held in Poi tiers on 20/22 September 1999. 

The Group 

agreed on the setting up of a co-operation network proposed by the French delegation; 

invited delegations to communicate data concerning their national services responsible for 

questions related to Internet fraud; 

agreed to use this network during the joint customs operation planned for September 2000. 

8. Other business 

a) The Swedish delegation raised the question of a seminar on drug trafficking by sea that will 

be envisaged by the Drug Trafficking Working Party. The Presidency will provide more 

details concerning this seminar after consultations with the President of the Drug Trafficking 

Working Party. 
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b) The Austrian delegation drew the attention to the document 5755100 ENFOPOL 7 concerning 

the outcome of the meeting of the Police chiefs of the countries of the Adriatic basin held in 

Bari on 9/10 December 1999. 
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B. Customs Cooperation Group (Experts, 25.2.2000) 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

he Group adopted the agenda as set out in telex 522 of 14 February 2000. 

2. Multi-annual action plan for sea container control: 

-Review and prospects ofthe experts' group on Containers 

-Development of software for automatic selection of containers involving risks 

-Container Inspection Handbook (5097/00 ENFOCUSTOM 1, 5496/00 ENFOCUSTOM 9, 

6286/00 ENFOCUSTOM 14) 

The Group 

took note of the document 6286/00 ENFOCUSTOM 14; 

decided to come back to this item after the meeting that will be held by the experts Group on 

Containers on 28.02.2000. 

3. Joint customs operations 

- Operation Leo (6266/00 ENFOCUSTOM 13) 

- Operation Viking (6364/00 ENFOCUSTOM 15) 

- Operation Euromare (6392/00 ENFOCUSTOM 16) 

The Group examined the above documents concerning Operations Leo, Viking and Euromare 

presented by the UK, Swedish and French delegations. 

The Spanish delegation formulated a reservation in relation to the reference made to Gibraltar on 

page 2 of the document 6364/00 ENFOCUSTOM 15. 
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4. Council report on joint customs operations in 1999 (6124/00 ENFOCUSTOM 12) 

The Presidency 

presented the above document and announced that it will be revised taking into account the 

discussion on the operations Leo, Viking and Euromare; 

invited delegations to send further comments on the above document to the Presidency. 

5. Joint customs operation Taboo 2. 

The UK delegation 

presented a room document on the provisional results of Operation Taboo 2 targeting the 

smuggling of excise goods into the European Union. The operation took place in January 

2000. 

announced that a de-briefing meeting will be held in April and that a full report will then be 

sent to the Group. 

6. Operation to combat double invoicing (9189/99 ENFOCUSTOM 30, 12380/99 CRIMORG 

153) 

The Group 

was informed by the Finnish delegation on the state of play concerning the problem of 

double invoicing; 

had an exchange of views on the possible ways to handle this problem in the future. 
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• 
7. Other business 

a) The Gennan delegation infonned that the Pompidou Group of the Council of Europe has 

decided to carry out an operation on precursors used in the elaboration of synthetic drugs. 

b) The Netherlands delegation announced that it will present a document concerning a pluri­

annual plan for joint customs operations. 

c) The Spanish delegation infonned the Group of the dates foreseen for the joint customs 

operation Bamba on sea traffic. 
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