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1. Agenda 

Multidisciplinary Group on Organised Crime (MDG) 
16 and 17 March 2000 

The agenda was agreed on the basis of telex 1087 of 9 March and telex 1131 of 10 March 

2000. 

2. UN Convention on organised crime 

Doc: 6612/00 CRIMORG 37 RESTREINT 

Report on progress in the UN discussions 

The Presidency summarised the discussions which had taken place at the eighth session of 

the UN Ad Hoc Committee preparing the convention and its protocols from 21 February to 3 

March 2000. The general position was that, while a certain amount of progress had been 

made in relation to the convention and the protocols on firearms and migrants, the pace of 

the negotiations had been slow. In addition the Presidency reported that, following the most 

recent session of the Ad Hoc Committee, the G.77 countries and China had raised certain 

concerns as to the manner in which the discussions on the draft convention and the protocols 
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were being pursued. One particular view expressed by those countries was that it was not 

realistic to expect that discussions on all four instruments could continue to take place at the 

same time and they were in favour of focusing on the convention in the first instance. 

In the course of discussion, delegations put forward a number of suggestions to overcome 

the difficulties which had arisen in relation to the UN negotiations. The Chairman said it 

was important that EU Member States should work together to enable the UN work to be 

successful. He also indicated that he would raise the points delegations had made at the 

highest level of the Presidency and that consultations would take place with the next 

Presidency to ensure that the Union would continue to play an effective part in the relevant 

UN activities. 

Request by the Commission for a negotiating mandate regarding money laundering 

The MDG discussed the issue of conferring a mandate on the Commission to negotiate 

certain provisions of the draft convention on the basis of the proposals in document 6612/00 

CRIMORG 37 RESTREINT. The results of the discussion are set out in document 

6612/1/00 CRIMORG 37 REV 1 RESTREINT. 

Firearms protocol 

An informal meeting to consider outstanding issues in relation to the draft firearms protocol 

was held in the margins of the MDG on 16 March 2000. A report on the discussions which 

took place at the informal meeting is contained in document 7378/00 CRIMORG 54. 

The Netherlands delegation also circulated a note proposmg the adoption of a revised 

approach in relation to the definition of an antique firearm for the purposes of the protocol. 

The Presidency indicated that this matter would have to be considered further and that the 

Common Position on the protocol should be taken into account in that connection. 

Note from Spanish delegation 

The Spanish delegation circulated a note concerning an amendment it proposed to Article 2 

bis of the draft convention. 
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3. Preparation of 10th UN Congress on Crime Prevention (10 to 17 April 2000) and 

2!!! session of the UN Crime Commission (18 to 20 April 2000) 

The MDG considered draft statements to be made by the Presidency on behalf of the EU at 

the forthcoming Congress and Conunission. Following discussion, amended versions of the 

statements were approved and the Presidency indicated that they would be circulated to 

candidate countries on the basis that, as on previous occasions, those countries might wish to 

associate themselves with the statements. 

The French delegation also circulated a draft resolution concerning the taking of steps 

towards the preparation of a new UN instrument on corruption. In addition it proposed that 

the draft should be tabled by the Presidency on behalf of the EU at the 9th session of the 

Crime Conunission. A number of delegations expressed support for the draft resolution and 

the Presidency said that it would pursue the question of whether the text could be introduced 

as a proposal from the Union. 

The Finnish delegation informed the MDG of the arrangements for the submission to the UN 

Secretariat of proposals concerning matters to be dealt with by the Congress, including the 

proposed Declaration on Crime and Justice. 

4. High-tech crime - coordination of ongoing negotiations relating to the Council of Europe 

PC-CY (cyber crime) draft convention 

- examination of the possibility of achieving a Common Position in the negotiations 

The Presidency introduced the draft Common Position it had circulated to the MDG as a 

non-paper concerning the negotiation of the draft Council of Europe Convention. In that 

regard a number of delegations expressed the opinion that it would be premature to adopt a 

second Conunon Position on the draft convention in view, in particular, of the fact that the 

text could be altered in the light of the PC-CY Working Group meeting which would take 

place from 27 to 29 March. 
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It was noted that it was important to bear in mind that, since the convention would probably 

be adopted by the end of the year, a Common Position would be more effective if it could be 

achieved at an early date. 

In the circumstances the Presidency invited delegations to submit any comments they might 

wish to make in relation to the draft Common Position in writing to the Council Secretariat 

and the Presidency with a view to a detailed discussion on the draft at the next meeting. 

5. Mutual recognition as applied to freezing of assets - follow-up to the discussion in the 

Article 36 Committee on 16 March 

Doc. 6522/00 CATS 16 CRIMORG 34 COPEN 14 

The Council Secretariat introduced document 6522/00 CATS 16 CRIMORG 34 COPEN 14. 

The document was welcomed by delegations which considered that it provided a useful basis 

for further discussion. In that regard the Presidency invited delegations to forward to the 

Council Secretariat, before 24 March, any observations they wished to provide concerning 

the strategy outlined in the document and how the relevant technical discussions should be 

taken forward. The Secretariat was also requested to report to the MDG on any observations 

received in that context. 

6. Contact and Support Network 

- Report of meeting on 6 March 2000 

Doc. 6787/00 CRIMORG 42 

- Revision of ENFOPOL 35, REV 2 (substantive discussion) 

Doc. 11689/99 CRIMORG 145 ENFOPOL 66 

The Presidency reported on the last meeting of the Contact and Support Network (CSN) on 6 

March 2000. Document 6787/00 CRIMORG 42 also refers. 

7487/00 
DG H III 

FO/lwp 4 
EN 



• 

Arising from the CSN meeting, Europol introduced document 11689/99 CRIMORG 145 

ENFOPOL 66 and, as it had not been possible for the CSN to agree on the methodological 

approach proposed in the document, the Chairman invited the MDG to consider whether it 

wished to undertake a substantive discussion on the matter. In that context delegations were 

of the view that the relevant issues should be finalised as quickly as possible and that the 

criteria for the country reports should be harmorused. In addition it was accepted that the 

proposed manual would be a useful step forward. Taking into account the views expressed, 

the Presidency concluded that further discussion on the document should be pursued 

expeditiously within the CSN and it undertook to convene a meeting of the Network for that 

purpose. 

7. Undercover agents and organised crime: presentation by the Spanish delegation of the 

conclusions of the seminar in Madrid in October 1999 

Doc. 6269/00 CRIMORG 28 

The Spanish delegation presented the conclusions of the international seminar on the use of 

undercover agents in combating organised crime which took place in Madrid from 25 to 29 

October 1999. Document 6269/00 CRIMORG 28 also refers. 

The Presidency acknowledged the importance of the issues arising from the seminar and said 

that it would consider how these matters might be taken forward. 

8. Any other business 

The Finnish delegation referred to previous discussions within the MDG on the subject of 

double invoicing linked to EUlRussia organised crime and informed other delegations that it 

was making plans to commence a pilot project on that topic in May/June and to finish in 

March next year. The project would be preceded by meetings involving interested parties 

which would prepare the work to be undertaken. The final report of the project would be 

made available to the MDG. 
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