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Subject: Medium-term work programme for ClREA 

I. INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

In the context of discussions on revising the work practices of ClREA, which were started in 1996 

by the then Irish Presidency, 9584/3/96 ClREA 33 REV 3 + COR 1 was approved, point 4.2 of 

which envisaged the drawing up of a medium-term work programme for ClREA, to be approved by 

the Article KA Committee. 

In accordance with the provisions ofClREA 33 and by then under the United Kingdom Presidency, 

the ClREA work programme for a period of two years was approved, subject to any revisions or 

adjustments which might be required in the light of developments. The work programme is set out 

in 5652/1/98 ClREA 13 REV 1, covering 1998 and 1999. 

Following the consultation carried out with delegations regarding the countries of origin and 

general matters which they would like to have discussed by ClREA, the Portuguese Presidency 

received a number of suggestions which in a way reflect the main concerns of Member States 

regarding certain nationalities and specific aspects related to them. 
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Consequently, although the medium-term work programme is not rigid in nature and does not 

replace the half-yearly programmes to be produced by each Presidency, this document includes the 

suggestions put forward by Member States and aims to guide future CIREA work. 

This note sets out the medium-term work programme proposed by the Community and agreed to at 

the CIREA meeting on 14 March 2000, with amendments suggested by Member States. 

II. MEDIUM-TERM WORK PROGRAME FOR ClREA 

1. Information-gathering and analysis will continue on source countries of asylum seekers, such 

as Albania, Ethiopia/Eritrea, Guinea, Kazakhstan, Russia, Syria, Uganda and Uzbekistan. 

2. Should flows of asylum seekers remain stable, CIREA will aim to update the information 

gathered at previous meetings regarding countries such as Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, 

China, Colombia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan, the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sri Lanka, Sudan and Turkey. 

Discussions could focus on the more problematic specific aspects such as the question of 

Roma asylum seekers from Central Europe, torture victims, the position of stateless 

Palestinians from Lebanon, or the problems of returning rejected asylum seekers. 

3. Exchanges of information will continue on more general aspects considered relevant in 

the field of asylum, such as Member States' legislation and experience on language testing 

and DNA testing or applying the principle of double punishment. 

Where appropriate, CIREA will forward the conclusions of the discussions to other relevant 

working parties, such as discussions concerned with the involvement of non-governmental 

organisations in asylum procedures, asylum procedures at border posts and the processing of 

applications submitted by unaccompanied minors. 
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4. Informal meetings of experts will continue in order to examine practical cases involving 

certain countries of origin, or, whenever possible, regarding aspects of a more general nature, 

such as applications submitted by minors. 

5. Member States will continue to distribute through CIREA the findings of missions carried out 

in countries of origin, making every effort to ensure that the information distributed can be 

used in individual asylum cases. 

6. The framework for the systematic exchange of information on the ten countries of origin of 

asylum seekers most relevant to the European Union will remain in use, extended to involve 

the CEECs, Cyprus, Malta and Turkey. 

7. The work of the informal subgroup set up to examine, with EUROSTAT, the definition of the 

categories of statistical data on asylum will be concluded and the application of the 

Commission's action plan on data collection for immigration and asylum statistics will 

continue (7837/98 CIREA 40 of24 April 1998). 

8. Work will continue with a view to installing the computerised system for information storage 

and exchange in the capitals of the Member States concerned, in cooperation with the 

General Secretariat of the Council. 

9. CIREA will continue to arrange joint meetings with the associate countries (in principle, 

six-monthly), as well as with the USA and Canada (in principle, six-monthly). 

3. 

10. Information exchange within CIREA between national asylum appeal/review bodies will 

continue (in principle, six-monthly meetings). 

11. The UNHCR will continue to participate in discussions on countries of origin and possibly on 

more general asylum matters. 
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