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from : Enlargement Group
on: 28 April 2000
to: Permanent Representatives Committee
Subject : ENLARGEMENT

- Preparation of the next Accession Conferences at Deputy level with
Slovakia, Latvia and Lithuania

= Chapter 12 : Statistics

1.  With a view to preparing the above-mentioned Accession Conferences, the Enlargement Group

has reached agreement on draft European Union common positions on Statistics.

2. Inthis light, and in line with the internal arrangements for the negotiations (doc. 5361/00), the
Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to define the common positions as set out in

the Annex.

Following agreement by the Permanent Representatives Committee, the EU common
positions will be made available respectively to Slovakia, Latvia and Lithuania before the
next meetings of the Accession Conferences at Deputy level.
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ANNEX
CONFERENCE ON ACCESSION
TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
- SLOVAKIA -

DRAFT

EUROPEAN UNION COMMON POSITION

Chapter 12: Statistics

This position of the European Union is based on its general position for the Accession Conference
with Slovakia (CONF-SK 2/00), and is subject to the negotiating principles endorsed by the
Accession Conference (CONF-SK 14/00), in particular:

"- any view expressed by either party on a chapter of the negotiations will in no way prejudge
the position which may be taken on other chapters;

- agreements — even partial — reached during the course of the negotiations on chapters to be
examined successively may not be considered as final until an overall agreement has been
established".

The EU underlines the importance for Slovakia of compliance with the Association Agreement as
well as the Accession Partnership, which constitute basic elements of the enhanced pre-accession
strategy. The EU encourages Slovakia to continue the alignment of its policies with the "acquis" and
its effective implementation.

The EU notes that Slovakia, in its position (CONF-SK 7/00), accepts in full the "acquis" under
chapter 12 and that Slovakia declares that it will be ready to implement it from the date of its
accession to the European Union. Slovakia considers 1 January 2004 as the date when it will be
ready to asssume the obligations of EU membership.

* %k *k

The EU notes that, at this stage, this chapter does not require further negotiation. Monitoring of
progress in the adoption and implementation of the "acquis" will continue throughout the
negotiations. Particular consideration needs to be given to the links with other negotiating chapters,
as the consistent availability of reliable statistics is essential for the operation of EU policies. A final
assessment of the conformity of Slovakia’s legislation and policies with the "acquis"” and its
implementation can only be made at a later stage of the negotiations.In addition to all the
information the EU may require for the negotiations on this chapter and which are to be provided to
the Conference, the EU invites Slovakia to provide regularly detailed, written information to the
Association Council on progress in the adoption and implementation of the "acquis”.
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In view of the above considerations, the EU may return to this chapter at an appropriate moment.

Furthermore, the EU recalls that there may be new "acquis" before the conclusion of the
negotiations.
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CONFERENCE ON ACCESSION
TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
- LATVIA -
DRAFT

EUROPEAN UNION COMMON POSITION

Chapter 12: Statistics

This position of the European Union is based on its general position for the Accession Conference
with Latvia (CONF-LV 2/00), and is subject to the negotiating principles endorsed by the Accession
Conference (CONF-LV 16/00), in particular:

"-  any view expressed by either party on a chapter of the negotiations will in no way prejudge
the position which may be taken on other chapters;

- agreements — even partial — reached during the course of the negotiations on chapters
to be examined successively may not be considered as final until an overall agreement has
been established".

The EU underlines the importance for Latvia of compliance with the Association Agreement as well
as the Accession Partnership, which constitute basic elements of the enhanced pre-accession
strategy. The EU encourages Latvia to continue the alignment of its policies with the "acquis" and
its effective implementation.

The EU notes that Latvia, in its position (CONF-LV 6/00), accepts in full the "acquis" under
chapter 12 and that Latvia declares that it will be ready to implement it from the date of its
accession to the European Union. Latvia considers 1 January 2003 as the date when it will be ready
to assume the obligations of EU membership.

The EU notes that, at this stage, this chapter does not require further negotiation. Monitoring of
progress in the adoption and implementation of the "acquis" will continue throughout the
negotiations. Particular consideration needs to be given to the links with other negotiating chapters,
as the consistent availability of reliable statistics is essential for the operation of EU policies. A
final assessment of the conformity of Latvia’s legislation and policies with the "acquis" and its
implementation can only be made at a later stage of the negotiations. In addition to all the
information the EU may require for the negotiations on this chapter and which are to be provided to
the Conference, the EU invites Latvia to provide regularly detailed, written information to the
Association Council on progress in the adoption and implementation of the "acquis".
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In view of the above considerations, the EU may return to this chapter at an appropriate moment.

Furthermore, the EU recalls that there may be new acquis before the conclusion of the negotiations.
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CONFERENCE ON ACCESSION
TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
- LITHUANIA -
DRAFT

EUROPEAN UNION COMMON POSITION

Chapter 12: Statistics

This position of the European Union is based on its general position for the Accession Conference
with Lithuania (CONF-LT 2/00), and is subject to the negotiating principles endorsed by the
Accession Conference (CONF-LT 14/00), in particular:

"- any view expressed by either party on a chapter of the negotiations will in no way prejudge
the position which may be taken on other chapters;

- agreements — even partial — reached during the course of the negotiations on chapters
to be examined successively may not be considered as final until an overall agreement has
been established".

The EU underlines the importance for Lithuania of compliance with the Association Agreement as
well as the Accession Partnership, which constitute basic elements of the enhanced pre-accession
strategy. The EU encourages Lithuania to continue the alignment of its policies with the "acquis"
and its effective implementation.

The EU notes that Lithuania, in its position (CONF-LT 7/00), accepts in full the "acquis" under
chapter 12 and that Lithuania declares that it will be ready to implement it from the date of its
accession to the European Union. Lithuania considers 1 January 2004 as the date when it will be
ready to assume the obligations of EU membership.

* %k ¥k

The EU notes that, at this stage, this chapter does not require further negotiation. Monitoring of
progress in the adoption and implementation of the "acquis" will continue throughout the
negotiations. Particular consideration needs to be given to the links with other negotiating chapters,
as the consistent availability of reliable statistics is essential for the operation of EU policies. A
final assessment of the conformity of Lithuania’s legislation and policies with the "acquis" and its
implementation can only be made at a later stage of the negotiations. In addition to all the
information the EU may require for the negotiations on this chapter and which are to be provided to
the Conference, the EU invites Lithuania to provide regularly detailed, written information to the
Association Council on progress in the adoption and implementation of the "acquis".
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In view of the above considerations, the EU may return to this chapter at an appropriate moment.

Furthermore, the EU recalls that there may be new "acquis" before the conclusion of the
negotiations.
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