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Subject: Inclusion in the CIREFI exchange of statistical data of
- Norway and lceland
- Malta and Turkey

I.  Atits meeting on 19 March 1998, the (Justice and Home Affairs) Council agreed that it was
desirable to include in an appropriate manner in the C[REF! information exchange system the
associated countries of Central and Eastern Europe and Cyprus in the context of the pre-
accession strategy. This idea was taken over by the Commission in its 1998 Action Plan on
the establishment of a monthly data collection system on asylum and migration data (7837/98
CIREFI 26 CIREA 40 ASIM 109) which had been drawn up at the explicit request of the
Council on 19 March 1998. At its meeting on 3 December 1998, the Council specifically
agreed that the aim of the inclusion should be to ensure the full participation of the candidate
countries in the CIREFI exchange of migration statistics, commencing if possible on
1 January 2000.
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2. At the CIREFI meeting of 10 June 1999, there was general consensus that, because of their
Schengen association, Norway and Iceland should also be included in the CIREF! data
exchange system (9909/99 CIREFI 39), and so these two countries were subsequently invited
to join the system'. From the beginning of 2000 and pending the completion of phase 1 of the
Commission’s Action Plan, the countries of central and eastem Europe and Cyprus as well as
Iceland and Norway have therefore been included in the CIREFI data collection system on the

basis of reciprocity.

3. Based on the conclusions of the Helsinki European Council of 10 and 11 December 1999 on
the status of Malta and Turkey as accession candidate countries, it was agreed at the joint
CIREFI meeting with the candidate countries on 19 April 2000 (8616/00 CIREFI 27) that, as
part of the pre-accession strategy, these two countries should also be allowed to participate in
the monthly statistical data exchange, on the basis of reciprocity, as soon as they fulfilled the

technical and organisational requirements.

However, as was pointed out at the meeting of CIREF! on 27 June 2000, it may be necessary
to re-examine the precise arrangements for involving Norway and Iceland once the Schengen
acquis has been put into effect for the Nordic countries, which is cumrently expected to be in
March 2001.
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