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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS
of : Customs Cooperation Group
on 25 and 26 May 2000

A. Customs Cooperation Group

1. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted as set out in telex 2196 of 16 May 2000.

2. Implementation of the Naples II Convention: preparatory questionnaire for the drafting of

a customs cooperation handbook: state of play (5963/00 ENFOCUSTOM 11, 6704/2/98

ENFOCUSTOM 18 REV 2 COR 1)

The Presidency

- informed the Group that eight delegations have answered the above questionnaire and invited

delegations who have not yet replied, to do so;
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- announced that at the next meeting of the Group a draft co-operation handbook will be

presented.

3. Combating money laundering: measures to supervise cross-border cash transactions -

Moneypenny exercise (5373/99 ENFOCUSTOM 1 CRIMORG 7)

The Group had an exchange of views on this subject and will come back to it at its next meeting

on 29 June 2000.

The German delegation will present the final report of the moneypenny operation at the next

meeting.

4. Setting up a computerised record system for customs purposes in the Member States

(12620/99 ENFOCUSTOM 55)

The German delegation

- informed the Group of the meeting held by the Heads of Customs Administrations of France,

Germany and United Kingdom. They were of the opinion that this system could be a useful

instrument in addition to the Customs Information System;

- announced that a new document on this item will be presented for the next meeting of the

Group.

5. Control of sea containers: Action Plan for 2000/2001 (6286/1/00 ENFOCUSTOM 14 REV 1

and 8232/00 ENFOCUSTOM 20 + COR 1)

The Group examined the action plan and stressed the need to avoid double work in the Groups

"Container control" and "Customs 2002".



9296/00 JG/rv 3
DG H II   EN

The Presidency will prepare a new document taking into account the comments made by

delegations.

6. Recommendations of the EU-Russia Conference on Organised Crime, held in Helsinki on

15/16 December 1999, and their connection with customs co-operation ( 5014/00

CRIMORG 1 NIS 1, 8501/00  ENFOCUSTOM 23)

The Group took note of the above documents presented by the Finnish delegation.

7. Combating double invoicing: progress report submitted by the Finnish delegation:

Operation Raid (9189/99 ENFOCUSTOM 30, 12380/99 CRIMORG 153)

The Finnish delegation informed the Group of the state of play of the operation Raid. A

preparatory meeting for this operation will take place on 29/30 June 2000.

8. Other business

Drugs and the Internet

The Austrian delegation and the representative of Europol informed the Group of the activities

carried out by the Drug Trafficking Working Party.
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B. Customs Cooperation Group (Experts)

1. Adoption of the agenda

The Group adopted the agenda as set out in telex 2197 of 16 May 2000.

2. Viking Joint Customs Operation: final report (6364/00 ENFOCUSTOM 15)

The Group

- approved the final report of the above operation presented by the Swedish delegation. The

Spanish delegation maintained its reservation in relation to the reference made to Gibraltar on

page 2 of document 6364/00 ENFOCUSTOM 15.

- had an exchange of views on the conclusions of the briefing meeting of the Wamba operation

(Toledo, 4/5 May 2000);

- agreed  to have an Analysis Group for the operation Wamba co-ordinated by The Netherlands

with the participation of France, Germany, Portugal, Spain and Sweden.

3. Report to the Council on joint customs operations in 1999 (6124/1/00 ENFOCUSTOM 12

REV  1+ COR 1)

The Group approved the revised version of document ENFOCUSTOM 12 presented by the

Presidency.
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4. Taboo 2 Joint Customs Operation: final report (8233/00 ENFOCUSTOM 21)

The Group examined the above document presented by the UK delegation.

The Presidency and the UK delegation will present a revised version taking into account the

comments made by delegations.

5. Roadrunner 2 Joint Customs Operation (8234/00 ENFOCUSTOM 22)

The German delegation introduced the business case for the Roadrunner 2 operation, which aims

to combat smuggling of heroin and other drugs along the Balkan route.

6. Other business

a) Operation Arrow (Route policing operation to combat trafficking of firearms)

The Finnish delegation informed on the progress made in the Police Co-operation Working Party

and announced that the next preparatory meeting will take place in Tampere on 30/31 May 2000.

b) Express-courier Seminar(29/31 May 2000)

The French delegation informed the Group of the organisation of the above seminar.

c) Multi-annual strategic plan for joint customs operations

The Netherlands delegation announced a document on this subject for the next meeting.
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d) Operation Flytrap (Air-operation, summer 2000)

The UK delegation informed the Group on the organisation of this operation. The aim will be to

gather intelligence on suspect people using general aviation.

__________________________


