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Initiative of the French Presidency on the preparation of enlargement of the 
European Union in the field of the fight against terrorism 

The terrorist threat, of which the Member States of the European Union may be a target, is 

increasingly the work of groups operating internationally which attempt to use national borders in 

order to evade the police and security services. 

In response to this challenge, the countries of the Union have for many years been developing, 

improving and strengthening cooperation in order to better identify and neutralise threats. 

The enlargement planned for the next few years will create a new situation in this field which 

should be examined and prepared for in practical terms. 

In the field of terrorism and security in general, the applicant countries often have a different recent 

history from that of the present Member States. They are undoubtedly less experienced in the fight 

against terrorism, and their services in charge of this task are less accustomed to a level of 

international cooperation which is as close as ours. 
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The French Presidency proposes developing a multiannual programme for strengthening contacts 

with the applicant countries. 

The principles of the programme could be as follows: 

progressive application: initially it could concern those applicant countries which, in practical 

terms, are of the most immediate interest, and could then be extended to include other 

countries. The initial phase could thus apply to Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, 

Estonia, Slovenia and Cyprus. 

adaptation: the results of the programme should be examined at regular intervals, for example 

each year, and the plan could be supplemented or modified as required. 

The proposed means could be as follows: 

organisation in the coming year of a seminar bringing together the countries of the Union and 

the applicant countries in question, in order to improve mutual knowledge of counter-terrorist 

structures and laws. 

exchange of specialised contact points with those countries. 

reciprocal communication of threat assessment: full document from the European Union, 

national assessments from the applicant countries. 

in collaboration with the Police Cooperation Working Party, participation of the heads of 

those countries' services in the counter-terrorist training of the future European Police 

College. 

Within its sphere of competence, Europol will be associated to the programme. 
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