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COUNCIL OF Brussels, 4 July 2000 (10.07)
THE EUROPEAN UNION (OR. en,es)
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NOTE

to : Visa Working Party

Subject : Measures considered by Romania relating to the free movement of persons

Delegations will find attached a letter sent by the Romanian Minister of Foreign Affairs regarding
the measures considered this year by the Romanian Government with a view to aligning national

policies with EU standards in the field of free movement of persons.
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(OR.e3)

Bucharest, 20 June 2000

Sir,

Romania's accession to the European Union is a strategic objective for our country that has

considerable political and moral support.

Our Government has decided to make every effort to fully meet the accession criteria and to
contribute actively to the development of the Union in a real area of freedom, security and justice.
The continual improvement of our work in the justice and home affairs sector is one of the priorities

of the Government's programme.

Taking account of the complementarity and mutual conditionality of liberalisation of the
arrangements for the movement of Romanian citizens and of the strengthening of external frontiers,
- the Romanian Government has recently adopted a short-term action plan which includes the
recommendations contained in the Screening Report concerning the justice and home affairs

sectors.

I am sending you a copy of that document, which we hope will be useful to you in preparing for the
Commission's annual report in November, as well as the Council's discussions on the new

Regulation on EU visa policies.

I take advantage of this opportunity to assure you once again of the Romanian Government's firm
commitment to continue in the same direction in order to obtain substantial and immediate results in

strengthening frontiers and in adopting and implementing the Schengen acquis.

(Complimentary close.)
(s.) Petre Roman
Minister of State
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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ANNEX

Measures considered this year by the Romanian Government with a view to
aligning the national policies to EU standards in the field of
free movement of persons

VISA POLICY

1.  Create an on-line information system for operative visa processing, integrating the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (Consular Division), Ministry of Interior (General Division for Passports,
Foreigners and Migration Issues), border check points and the Romanian consulates abroad.
The project fishe has already been elaborated with a view to exploring together with the
European Commission and EU Member States its possible financing through the PHARE
Programme.

2. Introduce, starting from 1 July 2000, mandatory visa regime for the following States from
CIS: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrghyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan. The
States concerned have been already informed in this respect.

3. With a view to strengthening the control on the Romanian Eastern border to compensate the
non-visa regime between Romania and the Republic of Moldova and respectively, Ukraine in
the year 2000, the following measures are considered:

- Beginning with the next year, citizens coming from the Republic of Moldova will enter
Romania only with passports.

- Every citizen entering Romania will fill in a special border-form his/her personal
identification data (name, number of passport, duration and reason of journey in
Romania). The measure aims to upgrade the database of the Ministry of Interior on
foreigners entering Romania.

- The agreement on the small border traffic with the Republic of Moldova and the
readmission agreement with Moldova and Ukraine are considered for conclusion
during 2000.

- The Convention on simplified passes over the border with Ukraine will be reviewed,
ensuring a full conformity with similar documents concluded by Schengen States with
non-Schengen States.

- Concluding readmission agreements with the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine.

4.  Regulate, beginning with 1 July 2000, travel regime, through introducing visa regime for
some of the countries listed in the annex of the proposal of EU Regulation issued by the
European Commission on 26 January 2000 (Bahamas, Dominica, Kiribati, Micronesia, Nauru,
Northern Manans, Palau, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Solomon Islands, Seychelles, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, East Timor, Vanuatu,
Western Samoa). The medium-term objective of Romania is full harmonisation of the
negative list of Romania with the EU one.

5. Exempt unilaterally from visa requirement the citizens coming from EU Member States
(2001).
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READMISSION AGREEMENT

1.

On 15 May 2000 Romania signed in Bucharest the readmission agreements with Ireland,
Romania having now 12 agreements signed with EU Member States.

2. The updated version of the Readmission Agreement concluded between Romania and Sweden
was transmitted to the Swedish authorities in March.

3. Romanian and Bulgarian authorities have agreed the conclusion of a readmission agreement.
An exchange of draft texts has been already made.

4.  The intention of the Romanian authorities to conclude readmission agreements with States
having a high migration tendency (the States included on the "negative list" of Romania) will
be notified, through diplomatic channels, by 1 July 2000.

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS

1.

A new type of passport is envisaged, containing special security features (printing the picture
in electronic format, including the bi-dimensional codes, piercing with a laser system,
stitching on plastic band, kinegrama) compatible with the Schengen ones.

BORDER COOPERATION AGREEMENTS

1.

By the end of this year, the Romanian authorities will notify their intention to review the
border cooperation agreements and conventions with the neighbouring countries (some of
them are signed in a different political context - in 1963, with the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia; in 1973, with Bulgaria; in 1983, with Hungary).

OTHER MEASURES

1.

By the end of the year, special passing corridors at the Romanian frontiers for Romanian and
EU citizens will be set up. A special checking procedure will be used only for the citizens
notified by the Romanian authorities, such as Minister of Interior, Romanian Intelligence
Service, Foreign Intelligence Service, or by international organisations - INTERPOL,
EUROPOL.

The Romanian authorities will set out by law the exceptions for which decision regarding visa
application could be taken at the national borders (emergencies due to different types of
catastrophes, proved by documents; death or diseases, proved by documents; planes or ships
in difficulty; international officials on mission in Romania; Romanian repatriated sailors).

The Romanian Government will continue the demarches in the Parliament in order to
examine, on a priority basis, the Law on aliens and the Law on the protection of personal data,
stressing the importance of these laws for the transposition and implementation of the
Schengen acquis. Law on prevention and punishment of corruption acts is pending to be
promulgated and Law on counteracting illegal drug trafficking and drug abuse was adopted by
the Senate on 9 May 2000.
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