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Presidency programme and specific objectives 

 

After recalling the Feira European Council's conclusions on civilian aspects of crisis management, 

the Presidency set out its work programme, which is enclosed as an Annex. 

 

Delegations responded favourably to the Presidency programme.  Some delegations raised the 

question of third-country participation in civilian crisis management within the EU, evaluation of 

the MAPE mission and the need to clarify the distinction between civil protection and humanitarian 

aid. 

 

The United Kingdom and Finnish delegations presented the broad outlines of their joint non-paper 

suggesting lines of work for the Committee.  These too were well received by the Committee. 
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The Commission announced that in due course it would have an operational inventory circulated on 

the restoration of rule of law and of civil administration, covering resources and activities in these 

areas. 

 

In addition, the Committee noted that the French initiative on civil protection 1 would be examined 

shortly by the Working Party on Civil Protection. 

 

________________________ 

                                                 
�   SN 3385/00. 
 

 

ANNEX 
 
 

WORK OF THE COMMITTEE FOR CIVILIAN ASPECTS OF CRISIS MANAGEMENT 
UNDER THE FRENCH PRESIDENCY 

 
I. Objectives of the French Presidency: 
 

In the context of the development of the CESDP, the French Presidency believes that to act 
effectively in crises, the Union must have the ability to use in a coherent way the full range of 
both civil and military instruments available to it.  In this context, the Committee for Civilian 
Aspects of Crisis Management plays a primary role in support of the Interim Political and 
Security Committee, in acquiring an overall view of the resources available in the Union and 
in Member States to respond to a crisis. 
 
The Presidency will therefore see to it that the Committee demonstrates its capacity to take up 
issues connected to the civilian aspects of crises, focussing its work on the subjects presented 
below, which comply with the mandate established at Feira, but which also go further as 
regards, for instance, the production of an inventory or the clarification of concepts 
concerning the civilian aspects of crises. 

 
II. Programme of work of the French Presidency 
 

1. To develop and give concrete form to the objectives defined for civil police capability, 
and to pursue in more depth the work on specific objectives concerning the restoration 
of rule of law and of civil administration, particularly on aspects relating to judicial and 
penal systems in the context of civil police tasks. 

 
2. To make an inventory of the mechanisms and instruments available to the Union and to 

Member States for responding to a crisis.  This inventory will make it possible to help 
clarify concepts concerning the civilian aspects of crises (in particular the distinction 
between Petersberg operations and humanitarian aid or civil protection). 
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3. To contribute to the discussion on crisis management procedures specific to the Union, 
and to report regularly on the work carried out by other working parties in related fields 
(e.g. the Working Parties on Police Cooperation or on Civil Protection). 

 
4. To develop ways of cooperating with the United Nations, the OSCE and the Council of 

Europe. 
 

5. To contribute if necessary to the discussion on the future of the WEU police advisory 
mission in Albania (MAPE), in support of the Interim Political and Security Committee. 
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III. Working method 
 

In order to begin work as efficiently as possible, the Presidency in conjunction with the 
General Secretariat will have the following non-papers circulated as soon as possible: 
 
– detailed work programme on follow-up to the work on civil police capability; 

– questionnaire on strengthening the rule of law; 

– inventory of mechanisms and instruments; 

– clarification of concepts. 

 
More specifically, the following steps will be taken: 

 
– the continuation of work on specific objectives regarding the police will be on the 

agenda for the next meeting, which would benefit from the attendance of experts.  A 
summary of this subject will appear during October; 

 

– on the restoration of rule of law, the questionnaire, based on the methodology developed 
for police capability, will help to establish a database through the coordination 
mechanism and to define specific objectives.  This matter will be the subject of a one-
day seminar, which could be held in Brussels in October and be followed by a summary 
by the end of November; 

 

– contacts will be established by the Presidency in conjunction with the General 
Secretariat during July to define the details of meetings with the United Nations, the 
OSCE and the Council of Europe. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


