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Subject : Ways of publicising information on wanted criminals in news/police information
programmes in the Schengen States

The Presidency aims, with this note, to give a general impression of the responses to the
questionnaire of the German delegation about the way information on wanted criminals and

criminal investigations can be publicised in the Schengen States.

At the date of drafting the note, information was available from following States: Germany,
Norway, Finland, Luxembourg, Iceland, Sweden, France, Spain, Denmark, Belgium and the
Netherlands.
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1. Use of television by police forces

All delegations state that television is used for publicising information but only in important cases.
The Nordic countries specified that the publicising of names and/or photographs of criminals only
happens under certain conditions. Appeal to the public for clues in criminal investigations is also

practised in all countries.

2. Kind of programmes used

In most countries, news broadcasts are used for publicising information on wanted criminals.
Moreover, in several countries specialised police information programmes exist, whereby the help
of the public is sought to solve criminal investigations.

3. Approach of the police towards broadcasting organisations/production companies

In Norway, Finland, Denmark and Iceland, the initiative belongs to the officer in charge of the
investigation and/or the chief of police of the district. In Luxembourg, Sweden, France, Spain,
Belgium, the Netherlands and Germany, contacts go via a central unit.

4. Opportunities for police forces of using broadcasts in other Schengen States

All responses mentioned that foreign police forces would have access to national broadcasts in the
same way as national police forces had this. Requests to that end from foreign police forces should
be directed to a central point, either a National Board for Criminal Investigation, the SIRENE office
or the Interpol office or the relevant press services.

5. Need for police forces to use broadcasts in other Schengen States

All delegations stated that there is no such need at present, but that this could change in future in
view of the enhanced international police co-operation.
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