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1. By letter dated 5 May 1999, the Commission forwarded a recommendation to the Council on 

authorising the Commission to negotiate within the World Customs Organisation in order to 

enable the Community to become a member of that organisation (cf. 8107/99). 

 

2. This issue has been studied several times by the Working Party on Customs Union and in June 

2000 by the Article 133 Committee (cf. 9869/00).  These discussions have revealed major 

differences of opinion between the delegations as to the stance to be taken on this dossier. 

 

3. The Commission has requested that the matter be referred to the Permanent Representatives 

Committee so that it can give its opinion on the political advisability of the Community as 

such acceding to the World Customs Organisation. 
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4. In preparation for the Coreper discussions, at its meeting on 20 September the Working Party on 

Customs Union held a further round-table discussion to ascertain whether there had been any 

change in the positions adopted by the delegations in the past.  Below is a summary of the 

positions that emerged from this exchange of views: 

 

– seven delegations (B/FIN/EL/IRL/P/S and UK) gave a favourable opinion on the 

Commission's  Recommendation for a negotiating mandate; the UK delegation explained that 

after legal study of the issue it had changed the reserved position that it had taken previously 

on this, but that its agreement was still subject to a certain number of guarantees being given 

in the negotiating mandate (impact on the internal workings of the WCO, time-table, etc.); 

 

– the NL delegation explained that it had not yet taken a definitive position on the matter, and 

that the subject was still being studied back in its capital; 

 

– the other delegations upheld their reservations on the Commission proposal; most of these 

delegations pointed out that a significant improvement in Community coordination upstream 

of work conducted in the World Customs Organisation (WCO) could constitute a viable 

alternative to the Commission's proposal, and would in any case be a pre-requisite for any 

agreement on a negotiating mandate.  In their view this pre-requisite was at present far from 

being met.  Furthermore, the F delegation referred to the request that it had made in the 

Article 133 Committee for a "declaration of competence" as a pre-requisite in order to define 

the possible scope of Community action within the World Customs Organisation.  The E 

delegation endorsed this request.  The Commission would respond to this request in a working 

document, in theory before the discussions in Coreper. 

 

 


