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Subject: Strengths and weaknesses of each national system for combating trafficking in 
drugs and doping substances 
Work programme 

Under the French Presidency of the European Union, the French delegation to the Working Party on 

Drug Trafficking drew up and circulated to its partners a questionnaire on operational aspects of the 

of the subject, intended to pinpoint the strengths and weaknesses of each national system for 

combating trafficking in drugs and doping substances so that best practices for operating or 

adjusting to the specific constraints involved could be identified. 

That questionnaire covered two major aspects: 

- operational techniques: monitored and controlled deliveries, 

physical surveillance and interception of telephone communications, 
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new challenges: synthetic drugs, 

chemical precursors, 

doping substances. 

WORK PROGRAMME OF THE WORKING PARTY ON DRUG TRAFFICKING 

The summary of delegations' replies reflects their concerns and will serve as a basis for 

discussion of certain priority issues within the Working Party. 

The French Presidency of the Working Party on Drug Trafficking accordingly proposes that 

the following topics be discussed in tum: 

• synthetic drugs: 

development of specialist national law enforcement structures for intelligence and 

assessment purposes, 

creation of national databases. 

• chemical precursors: 

development of specialist national law enforcement structures for intelligence and 

assessment purposes, 

organising the participation of law enforcement agencies in a national operational 

structure for the control of chemical precursors, 

institutionalisation of exchanges between law enforcement agencies and the 

industry, 

setting up of a work file at European level on suspect commercial transactions. 
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• monitored or controlled deliveries: 

the validity of using a multilateral channel of communication. 

• physical surveillance: 

drawing up of a common training module, 

improving immediate circulation of operational information. 

• doping substances (participation by delegations in this discussion on a voluntary basis): 

setting up of a European network for the exchange of both operational and 

scientific information, 

validity of national centralisation of the data arising from proceedings handled by 

the law enforcement agencies of each State. 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION IN OTHER COMMUNITY OR INTERNATIONAL 

BODIES 

Certain aspects of the problems relating to the issues raised in the questionnaire and 

highlighted by the replies to it do not, however, fall directly within the remit of the 

Working Party on Drug Trafficking, although they are of special interest to it in that they 

impart upon the day-to-day work of the national law enforcement agencies responsible for 

combating trafficking in drugs and doping substances. 

When other Community or international bodies discuss these matters they generally result in 

more effective operational cooperation within the European Union. 
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The Working Party on Drug Trafficking suggests that special attention be paid to the 

proceedings of: 

11902/00 

the Working Party on Judicial Cooperation in Criminal Matters - on the possibility of a 

European status for undercover agents abroad and the identification of telephone 

numbers without formalities. 

the informal ILETS Working Party (International Law Enforcement 

Telecommunications Seminar) on the technical problems raised by the interception of 

calls made from cell phones and the use of cell phones without contracts. 

the Police Cooperation Working Party in discussions on: 

the possibility of organising multilateral joint operations against European 
trafficking networks or of forming j oint investigation teams, 

the development of an operational method of gathering intelligence at "raves" and 
pooling of information gathered on "rave" organisers in regard to synthetic drugs, 

harmonisation of cross-border radio networks and tracking systems. 

the Working Party on Public Health under the first pillar, in discussions on: 

the definition of a common approach to the problem of doping products, involving 

sporting bodies and covering inter alia the gathering and processing of 

information for law-enforcement purposes. 
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III JOINT OPERATIONAL EXERCISE ON SYNTHETIC DRUGS 

Furthermore, in cooperation with the European police body (Europol) and the assistance of a 

monitoring committee composed of experts from the Member States concerned, France will 

steer a joint operational exercise, implemented on a voluntary basis with no obligation to 

participate, concerning the tablet presses and punches used in the production of synthetic 

drugs. 

That operational exercise should lead to Member States adopting preventive measures 

providing for strict, regulated control of the trade in such equipment, improve European 

cooperation by facilitating operational information exchange in the field, add force to 

investigations carried out by law enforcement agences and, if possible, secure concrete 

judicial results. 

* 
* * 

The French Presidency of the Working Party on Drug Trafficking requests the 

Article 36 Committee to endorse this work programme which, in agreement with the forthcoming 

Swedish and Belgian Presidencies, will be steered by the French delegation during the coming year. 
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