COUNCIL OF Brussels, 13 October 2000

THE EUROPEAN UNION
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"1" ITEM NOTE

from : Enlargement Group

on: 10 October 2000

to : Permanent Representatives Committee

Subject : ENLARGEMENT

- Preparation of the next Accession Conference at Deputy level with
Lithuania

= Chapter 26: External Relations

1. With a view to preparing the above-mentioned Accession Conference, the Enlargement Group

has reached agreement on a draft European Union common position on External Relations.

2. In this light, and in line with the internal arrangements for the negotiations (doc. 5361/00), the
Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to define the common position as set out in

the Annex.

Following agreement by the Permanent Representatives Committee, the EU common
position will be made available to Lithuania before the next meeting of the Accession
Conference at Deputy level.
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ANNEX

CONFERENCE ON ACCESSION
TO THE EUROPEAN UNION
- LITHUANIA -

DRAFT

EUROPEAN UNION COMMON POSITION
(Replaces doc. 20344/00 CONF-LT 24/00)

Chapter 26: External Relations

This position of the European Union is based on its general position for the Accession Conference
with Lithuania (CONF-LT 2/00), and is subject to the negotiating principles endorsed by the
Accession Conference (CONF-LT 14/00), in particular:

"- any view expressed by either party on a chapter of the negotiations will in no way prejudge
the position which may be taken on other chapters;

- agreements - even partial - reached during the course of the negotiations on chapters to be
examined successively may not be considered as final until an overall agreement has been
established".

The EU underlines the importance for Lithuania of compliance with the Europe Agreement as well
as the Accession Partnership, which constitute basic elements of the enhanced pre-accession
strategy. The EU encourages Lithuania to accelerate the alignment of its policies with the "acquis'
and its effective implementation.

The EU notes that Lithuania, in its negotiating position and supplementary position

(CONF-LT 12/00 and 22/00) accepts the "acquis" under chapter 26 as in force on

31 December 1999, and that Lithuania declares that it will be able to implement it by

1 January 2004. The EU further notes that Lithuania, in its supplementary negotiating position
(CONF-LT 35/00), has withdrawn its request to maintain its free trade agreements with Estonia,
Latvia and Ukraine, for a transitional period, after accession.

The EU recalls its general position for the Accession Conference with Lithuania (CONF-LT 2/00),
and 1n particular that Lithuania will be required, within the framework of its policies towards third
countries and within international organisations, particularly the World Trade Organisation, to align
itself progressively, and as quickly as possible, in the perspective of accession, to the policies and
positions adopted by the Community and its Member States. This is of particular relevance, once
Lithuania accedes to the WTO, as regards the ongoing sectoral negotiations in the WTO and in the
perspective of a new comprehensive round of negotiations in the WTO framework.
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In this regard, the EU invites Lithuania to cooperate with the Community and its Member States in
the framework of international fora, with a view to aligning itself progressively to Community
policies during the pre-accession period. Full alignment in the framework of the WTO, which
includes the harmonisation of Lithuania’s future WTO commitments with those of the EU, is
particularly important in the prospect of EU accession.

Lithuania will have to comply with the "acquis" prevailing on the date of its accession. Lithuania is
invited to keep the EU informed about the content of negotiations aimed at the conclusion of any
new trade agreement with a third country. The EU also recalls the obligations laid down in the
Europe Agreement as regards consultations between the Parties within the Association Council in
the area of external trade relations. It is the responsibility of Lithuania to ensure that upon
accession all its agreements are in conformity with the "acquis". Furthermore , any new agreement
which Lithuania may conclude with a third country between now and the date of accession should
include a provision which enables Lithuania to terminate the agreement, upon accession, if
incompatible with the "acquis", without need for compensation by the EU.

The EU reiterates its general position for the Accession Conference with Lithuania

(CONF-LT 2/00), in particular that the rights and obligations which the candidate states as Member
States will have to honour imply the termination of any agreement between Lithuania and the
Communities, and of any other international agreement which is incompatible with the obligations
of membership. In this respect, the EU welcomes Lithuania’s undertaking to ensure that, at the
latest upon accession to the EU, all its agreements and treaties, bilateral or multilateral, will be in
conformity with the "acquis". Whilst appreciating the traditional ties binding Lithuania with
neighbouring third countries, the EU also welcomes Lithuania’s decision to withdraw its request for
a transitional arrangement concerning its bilateral free trade agreements with Estonia, Latvia and
Ukraine. The EU further recalls that Lithuania could, after its accession, take up the issue of further
developing relations between the EU and neighbouring third countries, within the framework of the
Community’s contractual and autonomous trade policy.

As regards Lithuania’s request to maintain, after accession , certain fisheries agreements with third
countries and to be included into the list of fishing quotas of Member States, the EU notes that
Lithuania will pursue these requests within the framework of negotiations under chapter 8,
Fisheries.

Finally, the EU recalls that the modalities of Lithuania’s contribution to the European Development
Fund will be decided by the Council, in accordance with the Internal A greement establishing the
European Development Fund, following Lithuania’s accession to the EU.

* * *
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The EU notes that, at this stage, this chapter does not require further negotiation. Monitoring of
progress in the adoption and implementation of the "acquis" will continue throughout the
negotiations. A final assessment of the conformity of Lithuania’s legislation and policies with the
"acquis" and its implementation can only be made at a later stage of the negotiations. Particular
consideration needs to be given to the links with other negotiating chapters, in particular free
movement of goods, competition policy, agriculture, fisheries, culture and audiovisual policy, and
customs union. In addition to all the information the EU may require for the negotiations on this
chapter and which is to be provided to the Conference, the EU invites Lithuania to provide regularly
detailed, written information to the Association Council on progress in the adoption and
implementation of the "acquis".

In view of the above considerations, the EU may return to this chapter at an appropriate moment.

Furthermore, the EU recalls that there may be new "acquis" between 1 January 2000 and the
conclusion of the negotiations.
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