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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS
of : meetings of Horizontal Drug group
of : 17 November, 24 November and 3 December 1999

The Horizontal Drugs group met on 17, 24 November and 3 December 1999. Its meetings of 17 and
24 November 1999 were mainly devoted to the elaboration of the EU Drugs strategy 2000-2004.
Due to lack of time points on the agendas of the meetings of 17 and 24 November 1999 were
carried over mainly to the meeting of 3 December 1999. Discussions on points that were treated can

be summarized as follows:

1. EU drugs strategy 2000-2004

Pursuant to work at its meetings of 17 and 24 November 1999 notes 13395/99 CORDROGUE 73
and 12555/2/99 CORDROGUE 64 REV 2 were drawn up for the attention of COREPER.
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2. Central Asia

a)

Action plan on drugs for Central Asia (doc. 10085/99 CORDROGUE 50 CODRO 3 NIS 74).

On the base of in-depth discussion at meetings of the group on 24 November and 3 December

1999 notably of written comments by the Austrian delegation, major consensus was reached
on a text that is in forthcoming doc. 12844/1/99 CORDROGUE 67 REV 1. The German
delegation expressed a written reservation on the principle of a succinct text for chapter II:

Situation Overview.

b) Report from Austria / UNDCP visit to Central Asia.

At the meeting of the Group of 3 December 1999 the Austrian delegation informed the Group
on the Central Asian Drugs Conference, co-sponsored by ODCCP (Office for Drug Control
and Crime Prevention), the Aga Khan Development Network and the Republic of Austria on
20 and 21 October 1999 in Almaty, Kazachstan.

Written information on the meeting was given to the Group in which it was emphasized that
the area deserves particular interest and further activities given especially the rise in opium
cultivation and production in 1999 in Afghanistan. Thus it should be considered to support
UNDCP's undertakings in strengthening the "security belt" around Afghanistan. An early
launching of the regional dialogue between the EU and Central Asia to negotiate the Action

Plan will facilitate individual Member State activities in the region.

3. Latin America / Caribbean (doc. 12978/99 CORDROGUE 69, 12979/99 CORDROGUE 70)

Report on meetings of 18 November 1999 of:

a) EU, Troika and interested delegations on annual report and matrix for Latin America /
Caribbean.
At its meeting of 3 December 1999 the Group approved the format of the annual report that
is in doc. 12978/1/99 CORDROGUE 69 REV 1.
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b) EU Troika and Peruvian presidency of Andean Community as preparation of the postponed

high level drugs meeting (doc. 12979/99 CORDROGUE 70).

At its meeting of 3 December 1999, the Group agreed with the draft agenda of the high level
meeting on 29 March 2000, set out in doc. 12979/99 CORDROGUE 70.

4. Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusions of an agreement between the European

Community and the Kingdom of Norway on the participation of Norway in the work of the

EMCDDA (doc. 12742/99 CORDROGUE 65, SAN 176)

The Group agreed on aforementioned proposal. It will be forwarded for adoption to

COREPER/Council of the reception of the opinion of the European Parliament.

5. Joint Action on synthesis drugs.

- Monitoring of MBDB

The need for a European Union wide control measure as regards MBDB was discussed at the
meetings of the Group of 17 November and 3 December 1999 in the light of the report of
EMCDDA / Europol (doc. 13279/99 CORDORGUE 72). The result of the work of the Group is
in doc. 5107/2/99 CORDROGUE 4 REV 2.

6. Preparation of the meeting of the Dublin Group on 15/16 December 1999

At the meetings of 24 November and 3 December 1999 information was given and an exchange
of views took place on the forthcoming meeting of the Central Dublin Group on 15/16 December
1999. A coordination meeting will be organised in the framework of CODRO on 15 December

1999.
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7. Nigeria

At the meeting of the Group on 17 November 1999 the report of the Joint European
Union/United States Drug Control Assessment mission to Nigeria was presented. Due to lack of
time the report of this mission that took place in July/August 1999 could not be discussed in
depth.

[t was agreed to suggest to put this matter on the agenda of the meeting of the Dublin Group on

15/16 December 1999.

8. Any other business

Following points were raised under this heading:

a) UNDCP meeting on 30 November and 1 December 1999 in Vienna on reporting on

implementation of UNGASS texts. At the meeting of the group on 24 November 1999 the
Presidency announced that coordination meetings are planned for the early morning of 30

November and 1 December 1999.

b) Report to the European Council of Helsinki.

At the meeting of the Group on 24 November 1999 it was spelled out that apart from the
report on the EU strategy no other drug related report will be presented to the meeting of the
European Council in Helsinki.

At the reception of replies by all delegations the annual report on implementation of the Joint

Action will be forwarded to the Council.

¢) Information on Conference on promotion of mental health and social inclusion on 10/13

October 1999 in Tampere.

At the meeting of the Group on 24 November 1999, the Group was informed on

aforementioned Conference.
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d) EU/Caribbean Drugs initiatives.
At its meeting of 17 November 1999 the Group agreed to invite its chairman to send a letter to

Commander KIRTON, Director PMO,1 that is in forthcoming doc. 05090/00 CORDROGUE

1.

e) EU-Amphetamine programme.

At the meeting of the Group on 3 December 1999, the Swedish delegation distributed written

information on the EU-Amphetamine programme.

f) Drug situation in Austria and the Netherlands.

The Austrian and Netherlands delegation distributed written information on the drug situation
in their respective countries at the meetings of the Horizontal Drugs Group on 24 November

and 3 December 1999.
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