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1.  Adoption of the agenda

The Committee adopted the agenda as set out in telex No 1829 of 31 May 2000, as amended by
telex No 2654 of 8 June 2000. The Committee agreed to delete item 7 regarding Article 12 of
Directive 97/7/EC on the law applicable to consumer contracts, and to include it on the agenda of a

forthcoming meeting.

2.  Special Commission on General Affairs and Policy of the Hague Conference (The
Hague, 8 to 12 May 2000)

The Committee took note of the proceedings of the Special Commission at The Hague. In

particular, it noted
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-

— that the nineteenth session of the Diplomatic Conference, which was also to draw up the
planned Hague Convention on jurisdiction, recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil
and commercial matters, would be split into two sessions (the first beginning in June 2001
and the second taking place in late 2001 or early 2002);,

—  the discussions at The Hague on item 13, concerning the impact of regional integration, in

particular within the European Union, on the organisation and its Conventions.

A number of delegations expressed strong criticism of the manner in which one or other Member
State and the Commission had intervened during the meeting of the Special Commission on the
item concerning the exercise of the external competence of the Community in the context of the
Hague Conference. Some delegations repeated their wish to pursue efforts to ensure greater

Community cooperation at the Hague.

3.  Alternative methods of dispute settlement (8897/00 JUSTCIV 68)

The Committee agreed to the draft questionnaire set out in telex No 2907. Delegations were asked

to reply to this questionnaire by mid-October 2000.

4.  Discussions on the law applicable to divorce (Rome III) (8838/00 JUSTCIV 66 and
8839/00 JUSTCIV 67)

On the basis of the compilation and analysis of replies to the questionnaire on the law applicable to
divorce (Rome III), the Committee held an in-depth discussion on whether it would be appropriate

to continue work in this area.
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One group of delegations wanted this project to be omitted from the list of priorities for judicial
cooperation in civil matters, with some even expressing major doubts about the continuation of any
work in this area. In particular, delegations pointed out that the possibilities of “forum shopping”
were already very limited because of the rules laid down in the Brussels II Regulation. Furthermore,
discussions on a draft Rome III instrument would be difficult, given the differences existing
between the laws of Member States on the subject. Finally, some delegations felt that the Treaty did

not provide a legal basis for drawing up such an instrument.

On the other hand, another group of delegations felt that there was every reason to begin work on
Rome III. This was justified given the recent adoption of the Brussels II Regulation, which only set
the rules as regards questions of jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments. The
structure had to be completed by laying down rules on conflicts of law. Otherwise, the provisions
applicable in Member States in this field would not correspond. This situation would be difficult to
explain to the European citizen, who in practice would be the one to benefit from the system

established by the Brussels II Regulation.

At the end of discussions, the Committee noted that

- the Rome III project would remain on the table, without the Committee giving it any priority,

—  any Member State or the Commission could always exercise its right to submit an initiative or
proposal, in accordance with the rules laid down in the Treaties.

5.  Exchange of views on future projects for judicial cooperation in civil matters

The incoming French Presidency announced that, at the next meeting of the Committee, it intended
to present its planned work programme for the second half of 2000. In particular, the delegation
stated that it would submit a draft Regulation on rights of access to the children of divorced parents

to the Council very shortly.
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The Commission representative briefed the Committee on the prospects for projects which were
currently under preparation (Grotius and Schuman programmes, Green Paper on Rome 11, European
Judicial Network in civil matters, questionnaire on the simplification of civil procedures for minor

claims, legal aid, work on Brussels I, and victim support).

6.  Purchase in good faith confirmed by a judge — deleting SIS alerts on vehicles
(8069/00 SIRENE 25 JUSTCIV 52 COMIX 363)

The Committee welcomed the Presidency’s draft note, but agreed to hold final discussions at its

next meeting.

7. Other business

(a) Draft instrument on the taking of evidence

The German delegation stated that it intended to submit a draft Regulation on the taking of evidence
to the Council shortly.

(b) Green Paper on legal aid in civil matters (5507/00 JUSTCIV 4)

The Commission representative reported on progress on this matter.

(c) Form to be prepared in connection with the Regulation on insolvency proceedings
The representative of the Finnish delegation reiterated the need to prepare the form referred to in
Chapter IV of the Regulation on insolvency proceedings, concerning the provision of information

for creditors and lodgement of their claims. The Committee agreed to return to this matter at a later

date.
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